
Victim of exploitation
Actor Shalini Pandey says her
managers took advantage of her
naivety at the beginning and
made her take wrong decisions

LEISURE | P2

Modi in Austria
Prime Minister Narendra Modi says
he held “fruitful discussions” with
Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer,
Wednesday

INTERNATIONAL | P10

Argentina in finals
Lionel Messi was on target as World
Champions Argentina turn on the
style to beat Canada 2-0 and reach
the Copa America final

SPORTS | P12

Profit booking 
Sensex and Nifty buckle under
heavy selling pressure to sink below
record high levels Wednesday, amid
widespread profit booking 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

I can’t tell you what I achieved on this
foreign trip. You should talk to my
videographers and photographers 

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 79924.77 426.87

NIFTY 24324.45 108.75

DOLLAR 83.50 `0.01
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MARKET WATCH

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

34.9° 34.6°
26.6° 25.5°
80% 72%
Nil Nil

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky
with one or two
spells of rain

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: In a
major bureaucratic rejig, the
state government Wednesday
appointed  IAS of f icer  G
Mathivathanan as the Director
General, Training Coordination,
Gopabandhu Academy of
Administration.

Additional Chief  Secretary to
Chief  Minister Nikunja Bihari Dhal
has been given additional charge
as Chairman of  IDCO, Bhubaneswar.
“The additional appointment of
Hemant Sharma as chairman of
IDCO shall cease upon Dhal as-
suming office,” a notification issued
by the government said.

IAS officer Surendra Kumar,
who is the Additional Chief
Secretary of  GA & PG depart-
ment with additional charge as
Additional Chief  Secretary of
Tourism department, was al-
lowed to continue as Additional
Chief  Secretary of  Parliamentary
Affairs department.

R Vineel Krishna, who was
the Special Secretary to the CM,
was  appointed  as  the
Commissioner, Land Records
and Settlement, Cuttack.

IAS officer Bhaskar Jyoti
Sarma was appointed as the
Commissioner-cum-Secretary
of  the Sports and Youth Services
department. Vishal Kumar Dev
was appointed as the Principal
Secretary of  E&IT department.
He will remain in additional
charge of  OFDC Chairman.

Usha Padhee,  Principal
Secretary of  SD&TE department
with additional charge as Principal
Secretary of  C&T department,
was allowed to remain in addi-
t ional  charg e  of  Principal
Secretary of  H&UD department.

“Saswat Mishra, Principal
Secretary to the Governor with
additional charge of  the OSSSC
Chairman, is allowed to remain in
additional charge of  the Principal
Secretary of  Finance and Energy
departments,” it said. 

Major IAS reshuffle

AGENCIES

London, July 10: Dinosaurs
have always been a mystery as
they lived millions of  years ago,
and are now extinct. Stories
about these mysterious crea-
tures spark a sense of  curios-
ity and fascination among
wildlife enthusiasts and kids.
In a recent development, fossil
remains of  a plant-eating di-
nosaur, estimated to have roamed

the earth some 125 million years
ago, have been discovered on
England’s Isle of  Wight, what
scientists believe is the most
complete new specimen found in
Britain in a century.

Weighing roughly the same
as a large male American bison
at about 900 kg (1990 lbs), the
herbivorous species was likely
a herding animal, Jeremy
Lockwood, a PhD student at the
University of  Portsmouth who
helped with the excavation, said
in a statement.

The dinosaur, made up of  149
bones, was found in the cliffs of
Compton Bay on the Isle of
Wight, off  the southern coast of
England, in 2013 by late fossil
collector Nick Chase, who died
of  cancer just before the Covid-

19 pandemic. It took several years
for the specimen to be prepared
for analysis by Lockwood and
his colleagues.

It was named ‘Comptonatus
chasei’ as a tribute to Chase.

“Nick had a phenomenal nose
for finding dinosaur bones ...
This really is a remarkable find,”
Lockwood said.

“It helps us understand more
about the different types of  di-
nosaurs that lived in England
in the Early Cretaceous,” said
Lockwood, also the lead author
of  a new paper describing the
species published in the Journal
of  Systematic Palaeontology.

The remains of  a meat-eating
dinosaur belonging to an an-
cient predator bigger than any-
thing known from the whole of

Europe were discovered on the
island in 2022. It was also from
the Cretaceous Period.

Significantly, the first dinosaur
fossil was found in 1676 by Robert
Plot, an English naturalist and

professor of  chemistry at the
University of  Oxford. He dis-
covered a large femur (thigh
bone) in a limestone quarry in
Oxfordshire, England. However,
at that time, Plot didn’t recognise
the bone as belonging to a di-
nosaur. Instead, he thought it
belonged to a giant human or a
biblical giant.

It wasn’t until 1824 that William
Buckland, another English sci-
entist, described and named the
first dinosaur, Megalosaurus
bucklandi, from a collection of
fossilised bones, including the
same femur found by Plot.
Buckland’s discovery marked
the beginning of  dinosaur re-
search and the recognition of
these fascinating creatures as
a distinct group of  animals.

125-mn-yr-old herbivorous dinosaur’s fossil found in England
THE DINOSAUR

‘COMPTONATUS 
CHASEI’ IS NAMED
AFTER LATE FOSSIL

COLLECTOR NICK CHASE

Acting in line with the election
manifesto, newly-formed BJP
government, in its second Cabinet
meeting, gave in-principle ap-
proval to five crucial proposals in-
cluding formation of  `200-crore
corpus fund for revival of  ‘Odia
Asmita (pride)’ and promotion
of  art, culture and heritage of
the state. The Cabinet also cleared
the decks for recruitment of  18,788
junior teachers, hike in mini-
mum wages across categories,
revival of  defunct lift irrigation
points and inclusion of  5-6 lakh
farmers under PM Kisan scheme

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 10: The
state Cabinet chaired by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
Wednesday, approved a proposal
to create ̀ 200-crore corpus fund
for taking a slew of  initiatives to-
wards revival of  ‘Odia Asmita
(pride)’ and promotion of  art,
culture and heritage of  the state.

The fund will be utilised for es-
tablishment of  Odisha Asmita
Bhawan, Odia Translation
Academy, a world-class palm leaf
manuscript museum, develop-
ment  of  Paika  Rebel l ion
Memorial and e-Library at dis-
trict level, the Chief  Minister
said after the Cabinet meet here.

Setting up Odia chair at na-
tional and international uni-

versities, financial assistance
for training in Odissi music and
dance and development of  a cul-
tural troupe management system
will also be part of  the initia-
tives, the CM said. 

“The Cabinet decided to cre-
ate `200-crore corpus fund for
revival of  Odia Asmita and pro-
motion of  Odia art, culture, and
heritage,” he told reporters after
the three-hour long meeting. 

This was the second meeting of
the Cabinet of  the BJP govern-
ment since it assumed office June
12. The state government will
also make efforts to get interna-
tional recognition for Bali Yatra
being held every year in Cuttack.

The Odia Language, Literature
and Culture department has
been asked to prepare detailed
guidelines for promotion of  Odia
pride, he said, adding that an
expert committee would be

formed for the purpose and the
corpus fund will be enhanced.

The Council of  Ministers also
gave its nod to revise the mini-
mum daily wages of  unskilled,
semi-skilled, skilled and highly-
skilled labourers in the state.
Minimum daily wages for un-
skilled and highly-skilled work-
ers have been enhanced by `98
while the wages of  semi-skilled
and skilled workers have been in-
creased by ̀ 108 per day, he said.

The daily wages are now in the
range of  `450 to `600, the CM
said. Majhi said the state gov-
ernment decided to revive 2,065
non-functional lift irrigation
(LI) projects and strengthen
10,152 old ones with an estimated
cost of  `1,084.38 crore over five
years, starting this fiscal. 

These irrigation facilities can
cover more than 2.85 lakh
hectares of  land, he added.

He said about 5-6 lakh more el-
igible farmers, who were denied
benefit under the PM Kisan Yojana
due to certain criteria of  KALIA
scheme of  the previous govern-
ment, will be now covered.

As per the Orissa High Court
direction, a merit list of  18,788
teacher aspirants has been pre-
pared and it was put forth before
the Cabinet Wednesday for its
consideration, Majhi said, adding
that  the School  and Mass
Education department has been
directed to expedite the re-
cruitment process, he added.

`200cr ‘Odia Asmita’ fund
Nod to `5,992.92cr
investment projects 
The state government Wednesday
approved 26 investment projects worth
`5,992.92 crore which are expected to
create employment for more than
19,000 persons, an official statement
said. The State Level Single Window
Clearance Authority led by Chief
Secretary Manoj Ahuja approved a
series of projects across diverse 
sectors including steel, chemicals,
renewable energy, textiles, manufac-
turing, packaging, food processing, IT,
infrastructure, and tourism, it said.
These projects will be implemented in
14 districts - Mayurbhanj, Sundargarh,
Sambalpur, Keonjhar, Ganjam,
Jagatsinghpur, Khurda, Jharsuguda,
Boudh, Koraput, Balasore, Cuttack,
Bhadrak and Puri. P3

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: In a judge-
ment of  far-reaching implica-
tions,  the Supreme Cour t
Wednesday ruled that a Muslim
woman can seek maintenance
from her husband under Section
125 of  the CrPC and said the “re-
ligion neutral” provision is ap-
plicable to all married women ir-
respective of  their religion.

The Muslim Women
(Protection of  Rights on Divorce)
Act, 1986 will not prevail over
the secular law, a bench of  Justices
BV Nagarathna and Augustine
George Masih said while stress-
ing that maintenance is not char-
ity but the right of  all married
women. 

“We are hereby dismissing
the criminal appeal with the
major conclusion that Section 125
would be applicable to all
women...,” Justice Nagarathna
said while pronouncing the ver-
dict. The two judges gave sepa-
rate but concurring verdicts. 

T he  erstwhile  Code  of
Criminal Procedure’s Section
125, which deals with a wife’s
legal right to maintenance,
covers Muslim women, the
bench said. 

The apex court dismissed the
petition of  one Mohammed
Abdul Samad, who has chal-
lenged a Telangana High Court
order refusing to interfere with
the maintenance order of  the
family court. 

Muslim women can
seek alimony: SC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: As if  the
administration facing public ig-
nominy due to falling of  Lord
Balabhadra’s  idol  on  the
Charamala (ramp) of  Taladhwaja
chariot while being taken to
‘Adapa Mandap’ of  Gundicha
temple in Puri Tuesday was not
enough, Deputy Chief  Minister
Pravati Parida and Law Minister
Prithviraj  Harichandan
Wednesday courted controversy
by underplaying the incident. 

When asked, Parida said, “It
was a minor mishap. It was God’s
grace that nothing major hap-
pened. All the servitors had
minor injuries.”

Harichandan said, “The servi-
tors who sustained injuries in the
mishap are out of  danger. Most
of  them immediately partici-
pated in the rituals after being
discharged from the hospital.
It’s nobody’s mistake. Lord
Mahaprabhu knows what led to
such a mishap.  Instead of
dwelling upon such things, we
should pray for speedy recov-
ery of  the injured servitors.
Steps will be taken to make the
Rath Yatra hassle-free in the
coming days.”

However, temple servitors
have expressed concern over the
lack of  measures in place to en-

sure safety of  the Lord’s idol
and the servitors themselves. 

“Such an incident has never
happened in the history of  Rath
Yatra,” said one of  the  servitors.
Despite repeated requests to make
‘Pahandi Bije’ ritual more disci-
plined, no measures have been
taken, he rued.

Puri Collector Siddharth
Shankar Swain said, “Injured
servitors were hospitalised soon
after the mishap. A probe will
begin soon to ascertain the cause
of  the incident.”
3-MEMBER PANEL TO PROBE

Meanwhile,  the  Shree
Jagannath Temple Managing
Committee, chaired by Gajapati
Dibyasingha Deb, Wednesday
formed a three-member panel
to investigate the incident.

The panel, comprising an ad-
ditional district magistrate, a
DSP-rank officer, and SJTA ad-
ministrator (Development), will
probe the incident and submit a
report to the temple managing
committee within 10 days of
Niladri Bije. P3

Balabhadra’s fall minor 
incident, says Pravati

GALLOPING SPEED: Contestants during a bullock race at a paddy field in South 24 Parganas district of West Bengal, Wednesday PTI PHOTO

OP PHOTO

An artist's impression of a
Comptonatus chasei 

PHOTO: JOHN SIBBICK/UNIVERSITY
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18 killed in UP bus mishap
Unnao (UP): Eighteen people were
killed and 19 others injured when a
double-decker sleeper bus heading
for Delhi hit a milk tanker on Agra-
Lucknow Expressway here
Wednesday, officials said. P9



Mumbai: Mukesh Khanna, famous
for his role as Shaktimaan, recently
reviewed the film Kalki 2898 AD on
YouTube. In his review, Khanna
commented that the film’s Western
sensibilities might not appeal to
audiences in Bihar and Odisha,
whom he controversially described
as intellectually inferior to Western
audiences. Following backlash on the

internet, Khanna has now apolo-
gised for his remarks.

The actor addressed the contro-
versy on X (formerly Twitter), clar-
ifying his comments about Bihar and
Odisha.

He expressed his desire to clear
any misconceptions, stating that
his intention was to critique Kalki
2898 AD rather than demean the
citizens of  Bihar and Odisha. He
said, “I travel around Bihar and
Odisha extensively. I have cam-
paigned there. I have attended func-
tions there. I have paid my respects
at the temple in Puri. Why would I
disrespect the people from Bihar
and Odisha? I was only comment-
ing about the film, and I wasn’t de-
meaning anybody from Bihar and

Odisha".
In his original review of

Kalki 2898 AD, Khanna
said, “The level of  intel-
lect with which the film
has been made is fine
for Hollywood. People
are more intelligent
than us over there.
Forgive me, but au-
diences  in
Odisha and
Bihar are not
going to un-
derstand
this kind
of  film-
mak-
ing.”
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Shalini Pandey, widely
known for her leading role as

Preethi in the Vijay Deverakonda
starrer Arjun Reddy, revealed

how she was body-shamed
after the film. In an in-

teraction with a news
magazine, the actress

was asked why she
did not receive

the same kind
of  acclaim

as Kiara

Advani, who played the role in Kabir Singh.
In response, the actress shared, “I was re-
ally body-shamed back then. Also, since I
was new and down South, I didn’t under-
stand the language, and my managers at the
time just exploited my naivety and made me
do things.”

Speaking more on the same, Shalini ex-
plained that she did not know any better. “I
was constantly trying to understand what
people wanted from me,” she said. She added

how she was body-shamed and, being
a person who has always been

into sports, she had an
athletic body. “Even

now,  I  g et
shamed

by

people,” she noted.
For those unversed, Arjun Reddy starring

Vijay Deverakonda and Shalini Pandey in
the lead roles, is a romantic drama movie

written and directed by
Sandeep Reddy Vanga. The

film tells the story of  a
highly talented alco-
holic surgeon who suf-
fers from anger man-
agement issues and is
on a destructive path
in life after losing his

girlfriend, Preethi. 
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actress and soon-to-be
mother Deepika Padukone shared
that she posts pictures of  the
sky, flowers, or the ocean because
she finds spending time outdoors
and in nature relaxing and ther-
apeutic.

Deepika took to Instagram and
shared a photo of

the  bright
blue sky

and
flow-
ers.

The
ac-
tress

wrote: “It’s Self-Care Month! But
why celebrate ‘Self-Care Month’
when you can practice simple
acts of  Self-Care every day? I
know a lot of  you often look at my
feed and go ‘Here we go again!
Another picture of  the Sky...or
Flowers...or the Ocean!’

“But the truth is, that I find
spending time outdoors and in na-
ture truly relaxing and thera-
peutic. However, for most of  us,
finding those spaces may not be
the most convenient, accessible,
or may not even exist!”

The actress explained that’s
why, whenever she gets the op-
portunity, she tries to make the
most of  it.

“Because, it’s where I don’t
just survive, I thrive!,” concluded
the actress.  

Deepika, who is married to
Bollywood’s livewire star

Ranveer Singh, urged oth-
ers to make “self-care a

daily practice.”
On the work front,
Deepika will next

be seen in Rohit
Shetty’s

Singham
Again,

alongside
Ajay
Devgn,
Ranveer
Singh,

Jackie
Shroff, and

Kareena
Kapoor Khan,

among many
others.

IANS

P2 WHEN DUCHOVNY LOST ALL THREE 
FULL HOUSE MALE LEAD ROLES 

leisure
Hollywood star David Duchovny revealed that
he auditioned for all three male roles -- Danny
Tanner, Joey Gladstone, and Jesse Katsopolis --
in the iconic TV sitcom Full House in the 1980s.
The roles ultimately went to actors Bob Saget,
Dave Coulier, and John Stamos, respectively.

Hollywood actress Sharon Stone recently
shared her unique experience following her
stroke in 2001 which led to a nine-day brain
bleed. “A Buddhist monk told me that I had
been reincarnated into my same body,”
Stone told The Hollywood Reporter.
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AQUARIUS
You are disappointed and
you seek solace in spirituali-
ty. Don't run away from the
problems; rather face them with
strength and confidence, advises
Ganesha, to bring your life back on
track. With patience and belief in the
Almighty, you will be sail through the
storm. Understand that challenges are a
part of everyone's life.

PISCES
You will display kindness and
generosity today and will do
your best to help anyone in
ness. At work you will receive praise for the
efforts that you've put in and your dedication
will be validated. Even though you intend to
give utmost importance to your family, this
intention will trail in the shadow of pending
work which will require long hours. Find a
way to balance you professional and person-
al life to avoid any conflict, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
Ganesha foresees a day full
of promises. People in the
creative field, especially
artists are going to benefit more. Radio
jockey and television anchors can make a
note of this day in their diary, as it may
serve as a memorable day, says Ganesha.

LIBRA
Ganesha says you will be
able to improve your rela-
tions abroad. There will be
good news coming from friends or rel-
atives living abroad. Your working abil-
ity and efficiency will make you popu-
lar in the office today. In the day today
you shall have a variety of good and
bad experiences

SCORPIO
An electric wire of 440 volts
is apt to describe you today.
According to Ganesha, you
are in a belligerent mood today and can
burst like a fireball. Meditation and yoga
is likely to improve the situation.
Remember, treat others the way you
want to be treated by them.

LEO
Your natural self-confidence
and capability will help you
attain a position of strength
today. As a result, all your tasks will be com-
pleted easily and you will reap rewards
greater than your expectations, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
You will be faced with seri-
ous financial problems today.
You may even have to pay
through your nose to get what you desire.
Later in the evening, you might accom-
plish some short-term goals. Ganesha
predicts that some vital business agree-
ments will end your day in high spirits.

GEMINI
You will listen to your heart
over your head, swept away
as you will be in a flood of
emotions today. This could mean that you will
be unable to distinguish between good and
bad. However, looking back upon your day in
the evening, you are unlikely to regret any of
the decisions you made, says Ganesha.

CANCER
You will be involved in a
team effort and associated
with work like inspection
and examination. You will base your opin-
ions on your friends' choices. So select
good friends, says Ganesha. You will
spend time with close circle.

ARIES
You are likely to give in to
the demands of your chil-
dren today. Ganesha says it
is for times like this that you labour so
hard. You will finish the tasks that you
have been postponing for a long time. It is
a good day for people in the medical field
and in the public sector.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Ganesha finds this an excel-
lent day for managers and
administrators. If you are
one, the results you will achieve by the
end of the day will far exceed the efforts
you put in. This is mainly because your
subordinates will be enthusiastic, compli-
ant and cooperative. You will be focusing
on the elements of leadership and team
work and will use them resourcefully.

CAPRICORN
You have projected your-
self as a confused individ-
ual. You may have a ten-
dency to remain in a double mind. But,
today you'll come up with a very specif-
ic plan that will surprise many of the
people around you. Be clear about what
you want to do in life, how you want
your life to be and make sincere efforts
to achieve it, guides Ganesha. Rest
assured, success shall be with you!

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

STONE ‘REINCARNATED’ 
INTO HER OWN BODY

DEEPIKA
‘thrives’ in nature

My naivety was 
exploited: Shalini

Mukesh apologises for his
comment on Odisha, Bihar

Hyderabad:
Actress Urvashi
Rautela has been
rushed to the hospi-
tal in Hyderabad due
to a severe injury sus-
tained during film shoot. 

The actress reportedly got
injured while filming for an ac-
tion sequence for Nandamuri
Balakrishna’s upcoming Telugu movie
NBK 109 in Hyderabad. Her team, as
cited by news reports, confirmed her hos-
pitalisation, disclosing that she has suf-
fered a ‘terrible’ fracture. 

According to reports, the actress is receiving
top-quality medical care and her con-
dition is being monitored.

The film also stars Dulquer
Salmaan and Prakash Raj in the lead.
It is directed by Bobby Kolli. More up-
dates on her health
are now awaited.

Interestingly,
the  news of
Urvashi’s in-
jury comes a
year  af ter
Rishabh Pant
had a tragic ac-
cident. That time,
Urvashi had shared
a picture of  the Kokilaben
Ambani Hospital where
Pant  was  admitted.
Urvashi’s mother also
dropped a picture on her
social media and she
wrote, “Every thing is
all right don’t worry
beta @urvashirautela.”

However, the ac-
tress and her mother
got trolled for stalk-

ing
Pant.
Users had
dropped
comments
like,  “This  is
mental harass-

ment. If  a man
did this, he’d ei-
ther be in jail or
have a Netflix crime
documentary in his
name.”

Urvashi and Rishabh
were dating according to re-
ports but parted ways on an
ugly note. But the cricketer has
maintained that he does not know her.
Though, Urvashi has always expressed
love for Rishabh through cryptic notes
and hints and became a target for the trolls
due to this.                                                 AGENCIES

Urvashi hurt
during shoot,
hospitalised
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TROPICAL FRUIT
A roadside vendor
sells black plum in

Jobra area of
Cuttack, Wednesday

PIC: RAJKISHORE MOHANTY
downtown

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: The
State Level Single Window
Clearance Authority (SLSWCA),
led by Chief  Secretary Manoj
Ahuja, approved 26 investment
proposals worth ̀ 5,992.92 crore,
Wednesday.

Spread across diverse sectors
like steel, chemicals, renewable
energy, textiles, manufacturing,
packaging, food processing, IT,
infrastructure and tourism, the
projects which would come up in
14 districts will provide jobs to
over 19,364 individuals and trans-
form Odisha’s economic land-
scape, reinforcing its status as a
premier investment destination,
said Ahuja while chairing the
130th SLSWCA meeting here.

The SLSWCA approved the
proposal of  GM Iron and Steel
Company Limited to set up a
0.23 MTPA integrated steel plant
along with downstream and up-
stream facilities and a 45 MW
CPP in Mayurbhanj with an in-
vestment of  `745 crore.

The proposal of  Shree Ganesh
Metaliks Limited to expand its
inte g rated  steel  p lant  in
Sundargarh, encompassing SMS,
MS pipe, sponge iron, CPP, and
coal washery facilities, with a pro-
jected cost of  `604.99 crore was

approved in the meeting.
Times Steel And Power Private

Limited’s plan to expand its ex-
isting plant by adding benefici-
ation, pellet, ferro alloys, billet,
rolling mill facilities, and CPP in
Sundargarh with an investment
of  `432.50 crore also received
the SLSWCA’s nod.

Aryan Ispat and Power Pvt
Limited’s proposal to invest ̀ 323
crore towards enhancing its ex-
isting project by setting up SMS,
CPP, rolling mill, and MS pipe
manuf acturing  units  in
Sambalpur was also approved
in the meeting.

The SLSWCA gave nod to
Shyamshakti Metals Private
Limited’s proposal to set up a

pipe manufacturing unit in
Sambalpur with an investment
of  `650 crore and Cabcon India
Limited’s plan to set up a man-
ufacturing unit for aluminium
conductors, wire rods and ca-
bles in Sundargarh with an es-
timated cost of  `160 crore.

Following the state govern-
ment’s Wednesday nod, Odisha
Chemtech Private Limited will
establish a specialty chemical
production unit in Jagatsinghpur
with an investment of  `149.45
crore, and Indian Explosives
Private Limited will set up a
commercial bulk explosives man-
ufacturing unit in Keonjhar with
an investment of  `54.60 crore.

While Envirocare Infrasolution

Private Limited got approval to
set up a 100 MW ground-mounted
solar photovoltaic captive power
plant in Boudh with an invest-
ment of  `351 crore, Shree Hari
Spinners Private Limited’s plan
to set up a cotton yarn spinning
mill unit in Sundargarh with
an investment of  `129.68 crore
was also approved.

The SLSWCA also approved
the proposals of  Rushil Decor Ltd
to set up an MDF and pre-lami-
nated MDF manufacturing unit
in Koraput with an investment
of  `504  crore  and Pratap
Synthetics Limited to establish
a manufacturing unit for PP
woven bags, laminated bags,
block bottom bags and FIBC in
Balasore with an investment of
`102.50 crore.

The state government also ap-
proved the proposals of  Panda
Estates to develop IT infra-
structure in Khurda with an in-
vestment of  `112.80 crore and
Sailabala Infrastructure Pvt.
Ltd to establish a resort in Puri
with an investment of  `73.20
crore.

Among other  projects,
Godavari Commodities Ltd’s
plan to set up a 3 MTPA coal
washery in Sundargarh with an
investment of  `88.58 crore also
got the state’s nod.

Nod to `5,992.92cr industrial projects

In an attempt to find habit-
able planets by 2050, NASA,
the independent space agency

of  the United States, is getting
ready to launch the cutting-edge
Habitable Worlds Observatory
(HWO). NASA’s chief  scientist
for the search for extraterrestrial
life, Jessie Christiansen, has said
that he is optimistic that HWO will
detect signals from planets in the
habitable zones of  sun-like stars
within our lifetime.

According to NASA, the goal
of  the HWO is to identify the nu-
merous forms of  biosignatures

that are released by living things.
Twenty-five Earth-like planets
orbiting sun-like stars have al-
ready been identified by the
NASA team as possible candi-
dates for additional research.
These planets are important tar-
gets in the hunt for extraterres-
trial life because they might have
circumstances suitable to life.

To enhance the HWO’s capa-
bilities, NASA has secured three
contracts worth $17.5 million.
This funding will help develop
advanced technologies, im-
proving the detail and precision

of  exoplanet data. HWO, dubbed
‘Super Hubble’ will feature ultra-
precise optics to image Earth-
sized planets and scrutinise their

atmospheres for signs of  life.
Courtney Dressing, a Berkeley

astronomer and co-leader of
HWO’s Science Architecture re-

view team, proposed equipping
HWO with the ability to detect
various biosignatures, includ-
ing biogenic gases, aerosols, sur-
face biosignatures, and even
technosignatures from advanced
civilizations.

Despite over 5,000 exoplanet
discoveries, Christiansen notes
that finding a rocky planet in
the habitable zone of  a sun-like
star remains elusive. However, she
believes HWO, set to launch in
2040, holds the potential to find
proof  of  extraterrestrial life.

The HWO project involves

contributions from military
contractors  Nor throp
Grumman, Lockheed Martin,
and Ball Aerospace. The pro-
ject’s current year spending is
$17.5 million, with the US gov-
ernment potentially investing
up to $11 billion.

HWO aims to extend the
achievements of  the Hubble
Space Telescope and deepen our
understanding of  the universe,
possibly confirming that we are
not alone and sparking a new
era of  space exploration and sci-
entific innovation. IANS

NASA’s new telescope aims to detect alien life on Earth-like planets

Centre fast-tracks 
`4,882cr railway
projects in state
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 10: Centre’s
high-level Network Planning
Group (NPG) under PM Gati
Shakti has fast-tracked two new
railway line projects in Odisha,
entailing an investment of  ̀ 4,882
crore, official sources said
Wednesday.

Balaram–Tentuloi  New
Railway Line (MCRL Phase II)
greenfield project involves the
construction of  a 49.58 km rail
line at an estimated cost of  ̀ 1,404
crore in Angul district to provide
vital first-mile rail connectiv-
ity for 11 coal blocks.

The second project is the
Budhapank–Luburi New Railway
Line (MCRL outer corridor) which
involves an investment of  `3,478
crore. The 106 km railway line will
support efficient coal evacuation
from the Mahanadi River Basin.

The proposed alignment facil-
itates the transportation of  coal
from Talcher Coal Fields, pro-
viding first-mile rail connectivity
to 21 coal blocks. It reduces the av-
erage distance to rail head from
43 km to 4.2 km, enhancing lo-
gistical efficiency and reducing
costs for core industries like iron
and steel, the statement added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 10: The
Shree  Ja g annath Temple
Managing Committee Wednesday
formed a three-member panel
to probe the falling of  Lord
Balabhadra’s idol on some servi-
tors while it was being taken
from the chariot to Gundicha
temple as part of  the Rath Yatra,
an official said.

“The committee has ex-
pressed concern over the idol of
Lord Balabhadra falling on
some servitors during the
'Pahandi' ritual Tuesday night
and also held a detailed dis-
cussion on the incident,” said
S h re e  Ja g a n n at h  Te m p l e
Administration (SJTA) chief
administrator VV Yadav in Puri.

The three-member panel con-
sisting of  an additional dis-
trict magistrate (ADM), SJTA
administrator (development),
and a DSP-rank police officer
will investigate the matter and
submit a report within 10 days
after completion of  ‘Niladri
Bije’, he said.

The committee will examine

the available video footage and
see whether designated servi-
tors were there or not along with
other aspects that led to such
an incident, Yadav told reporters.

Yadav said that the managing
committee has also recommended
the state government to reopen
Ratna Bhandar (treasury) for in-
ventory and repair works.

A do z en of  servitors  of
Srimandir were injured Tuesday
when the idol of  Lord Balabhadra
fell on them while it was being
taken from the chariot to a tem-
ple as part of  the Rath Yatra fes-
tival, Puri Collector Siddharth
Shankar Swain said.

The mishap happened shortly
after 9 pm when the heavy
wooden idol was being brought

down from Lord Balabhadra’s
chariot to be taken to the
Gundicha temple.

Out of  the 12 injured servi-
tors, only one person has been
shifted to a health facility for
observation only, Swain said.

Similarly, Puri Gajapati
Dibyasingha Deb, who is also
the chairman of  the managing
committee, expressed concerns
over the mishap and said it has
hurt all the devotees of  Lord
Jagannath across the world.

The managing committee
meeting held a detailed discus-
sion including the presence of  a
higher number of  servitors on
the chariot and during the
'Pahandi' ritual, he said.

The committee will meet again
after 'Niladri Bije' and take ap-
propriate steps so that such an
incident would not occur in fu-
ture, Deb said.

From the incident, the servi-
tors have learnt a lesson and
they will ensure that such inci-
dents do not happen again, he as-
serted.

Meanwhile, opposition BJD
and Congress have targeted the
state government over the issue.

The incident has severely hurt
the sentiments of  millions of
devotees of  Lord Jagannath in-
cluding 4.5 crore Odias, BJD
leader and Bhubaneswar Mayor
Sulochana Das said and urged the
BJP government to ensure
smooth conduct of  the remain-
ing rituals of  Rath Yatra.

Congress MLA Tara Prasad
Bahinipati said the party (BJP),
which came to power for Lord
Jagannath, is unable to protect
the Lord. “For ministers, the
chief  minister and BJP, it is a
minor thing. But it is not a small
thing for the devotees," he added.

In his reaction, state BJP vice-
president Biranchi Tripathy
said the BJD has no right to
make any statement as it has
been involved in a series of  ir-
regularities in the management
of  the temple.

3-MEMBER PANEL TO
PROBE PURI ‘IDOL FALL’

The party (BJP),
which came to power
for Lord Jagannath, is

unable to protect the Lord.
For ministers, the CM and
BJP, it is a minor thing. But it
is not a small thing for the
devotees
TARA PRASAD BAHINIPATI | CONGRESS MLA

WITH TOP COP: SAI International School students with twin city police commissioner Sanjeeb Panda during their
visit to Police Commissionerate office in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday PIC: MANORANJAN MISHRA

FOR DEITIES’ DARSHAN: Devotees make a beeline to have Adapa Mandap darshan of Lord Jagannath and His siblings— Lord Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra — at Gundicha temple in Puri, Wednesday 
PIC: YAGNESWAR MOHANTY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: The
Crime Branch (CB) of  Odisha
Police claimed to have busted
an interstate gang of  cyber-
criminals involved in a series
of  crypto, stock
and IPO invest-
ment  frauds,
with the arrest
of  its 15 mem-
bers Wednesday.

The gang was
cheating people
in the guise of
investment
schemes prom-
ising high re-
turns. The gang
members used to
pursue people to
make invest -
ments by trans-
ferring funds
into the accounts of  cyber fraud-
sters, he said.

“We have arrested 15 people of
the gang, which is involved in
frauds in different states. While
the two masterminds belong to
New Delhi, the other 13 accused
are from Odisha,” CB ADG Arun
Bothra said.

The arrests were made on the
basis of  a complaint lodged by
a victim from the Capital city in
the cybercrime unit.

On March 29, the victim re-
ceived a message on Facebook
inviting him to join a WhatsApp
group focused on institutional
trading with discounts on shares
and promising high investment
returns, a police official said.

The victim
init ial ly  in -
vested `5 lakh
from his wife’s
account. Over a
period of  time,
he transferred
a total of  `3.04
crore from five
of  his accounts
to various ac-
counts specified
by the cyber-
criminals until
June 11.

Despite his
attempts, the
victim was un-

able to withdraw any funds, the
police said. From the verification
in the National Cybercrime
Reporting Portal (NCRP) of  the
Ministry of  Home Affairs, the CB
found that these accused have
been involved in a series of  cyber
frauds in the country.

The police have seized 20 mo-
bile phones, 42 SIM cards, 20
debit cards, three chequebooks,
three  PAN cards  and f ive
Aadhaar cards from the accused.

Crime Branch busts gang of 
cybercriminals; 15 arrested
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: In order
to combat the problem of  intes-
tinal worms among women of
reproductive age (WRA) and
children, the state government
Wednesday directed all district
Collectors and five municipal
corporations’ commissioners to
prepare for effective imple-
mentation of  the national de-
worming day (NDD) August 10.

Health and Family Welfare
department, in collaboration
with  Women and Child
Development department, School
and Mass Education department,
SC & ST Development, Minorities
& Backward Classes Welfare de-
partment and Panchayati Raj
and DW department will con-
duct the biannual mass de-
vorming across the state in all
schools and Anaganwadi Centers
(AWCs), officials said.  

This year’s target group of
NDD is children aged between 1
and 19 years and women of  re-
productive age of  20 to 24 years
(non-pregnant, non-lactating),
the officials said.

In a letter to all concerned de-
partment secretaries, Health
and Family  Welf are
Commissioner-cum-Secretary
Shalini Pandit said, “Soil- trans-
mitted helminths (STH) is a sig-
nificant public health concern in
India. As per official estimate, 29.4
per cent of  children of  the state
have STH which is detrimental
to physical and cognitive devel-
opment of  the child.” 

“In areas where parasitic
worms are endemic, adminis-
tering safe and effective de-
worming drug to the children
at schools and AWCs leads to
significant improvement in out-
comes related to education, ca-
reer choice, earnings, and long-

term well-being,” she said in the
letter.

“The children will be given
Albendazole (in tablet or sus-
pension form) and women of
reproductive age will be dis-
tributed Albendazole tablets
Pandit said adding that for those
who would miss the dose August
10, a deworming mop-up round
(MUD) will be held August 17,”
Pandit said.

Also, Lymphatic Filariasis-
Mass Drug Administration
(LFMDA) will be implemented
in some IU/blocks of  11 districts
viz Angul, Bargarh, Dhenkanal,
Ganjam Jharsuguda, Jajpur,
Keonjhar,  Mayurbhanj ,
Sambalpur and Sundargarh, she
said in the letter. 

The mop-up round will cover
19 districts i.e. Balasore, Bhadrak,
Bolangir, Boudh, Cuttack, Deogarh,
Gajapati ,  Ja g atsinghpur,
Kendrapara,  Kalahandi ,
Kandhamal, Khurda, Koraput,
Malkangiri ,  Naya g arh,
Nabarangpur, Nuapada, Rayagada
and Puri, the letter said. 

NAT’L DEWORMING DAY AUGUST 10

Collectors told to ensure 
effective implementation

The children will be
given Albendazole (in
tablet or suspension
form) and women of
reproductive age will be
distributed Albendazole
tablets. For those who
would miss the dose
August 10, a deworming
mop-up round will be
held August 17 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: In a
continued effort to prioritise the
well-being of  the dedicated loco
pilots, assistant loco pilots, and
guards,  the crew lobby in
Bhubaneswar railway station
has undergone significant de-
velopment and was equipped
with modern facilities.

Understanding the need for
proper rest and relaxation for
the crew, each room has com-
fortable beds, air conditioning,
and lounges. The crew lobby has
been meticulously designed to
create a homely environment. 

“The facilities provide highest
standard of  cleanliness, hygiene,
and healthy environment for all em-
ployees. Nutritious meals pre-
pared by trained culinary staff
are also provided,” an East Coast
Railway (ECoR) official said.

The planet known as HD
189733b, discovered in 2005,
already had a reputation as

a rather extreme place, a scorch-
ing hot gas giant a bit larger
than Jupiter that is a striking
cobalt blue color and has molten
glass rain that blows sideways in
its fierce atmospheric winds. So
how can you top that?

Add hydrogen sulfide, the
chemical compound behind the
stench of  rotten e g gs.
Researchers said new data from
the James Webb Space Telescope
is giving a fuller picture of  HD
189733b, already among the most
thoroughly studied exoplanets,
as planets beyond our solar sys-
tem are called. A trace amount
of  hydrogen sulfide was detected
in its atmosphere, a first for any
exoplanet.

“Yes, the stinky smell would
certainly add to its already in-
famous reputation. This is not
a planet we humans want to
visit, but a valuable target for

furthering our understanding
of  planetary science,” said as-
trophysicist Guangwei Fu of
Johns Hopkins University in
Baltimore, lead author of  the
study published in the jour-
nal Nature.

It is a type called a ‘hot Jupiter’
– gas giants similar to the largest
planet in our solar system, only
much hotter owing to their close
proximity to their host stars.
This planet orbits 170 times
closer to its host star than Jupiter
does to the sun. It completes one
orbit every two days as opposed
to the 12 years Jupiter takes for
one orbit of  the sun.

In fact, its orbit is 13 times
nearer to its host star than our
innermost planet Mercury is to
the sun, leaving the tempera-
ture on the side of  the planet
facing the star at about 1,700 de-
grees Fahrenheit (930 degrees
Celsius).

“They are quite rare,” Fu said
of  hot Jupiters. “About less than

one in 100 star systems have
them.”

This planet is located 64 light-
years from Earth, considered in
our neighborhood within the
Milky Way galaxy, in the con-
stellation Vulpecula. A light-
year is the distance light travels

in a year, 5.9 trillion miles (9.5 tril-
lion km).

“The close distance makes it
bright and easy for detailed stud-
ies. For example, the hydrogen
sulfide detection reported here
would be much more challeng-
ing to make on other faraway

planets,” Fu said.
The star it orbits is smaller and

cooler than the sun, and only
about a third as luminous. That
star is part of  a binary system,
meaning it is gravitationally
bound to another star.

Webb, which became opera-
tional in 2022, observes a wider
wavelength range than earlier
space telescopes, allowing for
more thorough examinations of
exoplanet atmospheres.

“Our research finds that HD
189733b is more similar to Jupiter

than previously known,” Arizona
State University astrophysicist
and study co-author Luis
Welbanks said. “This planet is
very much like Jupiter, but just
hotter.”

Jupiter, too, has trace amounts
of  hydrogen sulfide in its at-
mosphere. This planet is about
10 per cent larger than Jupiter
in diameter and mass.

In addition to detecting hy-
drogen sulfide, a sulfur-con-
taining molecule, Webb obser-
vations showed that this planet
has water and carbon dioxide
in its atmosphere, as earlier data
also indicated.

“With these three molecules,
we are able to count the amount
of  oxygen, carbon and sulfur
the planet has, giving us an op-
portunity to understand how
the planet may have formed and
whether it is different or not to
the planets in our solar system,”
Welbanks said.

REUTERS

Extreme ‘hot Jupiter’ exoplanet stinks like rotten eggs 
It is a type called a ‘hot 

Jupiter’ – gas giants similar to the
largest planet in our solar system,
only much hotter owing to their
close proximity to their host stars

The planet orbits 170 times
closer to its host star than

Jupiter does to the sun. It
completes one orbit every two days
as opposed to the 12 years Jupiter
takes for one orbit of the sun

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: With an
aim to boost collaborative re-
search and aid research scholars,
Kalinga Institute of  Social
Sciences (KISS) Deemed to be
University, signed a memoran-
dum of  understanding (MoU)
with Armoured Vehicles Nigam
Limited (AVNL) here, Wednesday. 

The MoU was signed between
AVNL HR director Biswaranjan
Pattanaik and KISS registrar
Prashanta Kumar Routray. 

AVNL is a Central govern-
ment enterprise under Ministry
of  Defence. Both organisations

will jointly work on a research
park and an incubation cell, con-
sultancy, advisory, education,
community outreach and social
responsibility projects, skill de-

velopment programmes and
short-term training programmes.

AVNL will provide scholar-
ships for research aligned with
Central government schemes

for PhD students. On the oc-
casion AVNL HR general man-
ager Ranjan Kumar Bal, KISS-
DU VC Deepak Kumar Behera
and KIIT-DU VC Saranjit Singh
were also present.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: The
winners of  Tata Steel Young
Astronomer Talent Search
(YATS) 2023-24, recently returned
from a  trip  to  the  Space
Application Centre (SAC) of  the
Indian Space  Research
Org anisation ( ISRO)  in
Ahmedabad. 

The initiative by Tata Steel, in
collaboration with Pathani
Samanta Planetarium, under
Science and Technology de-
partment, provided the students
an opportunity to interact with
SAC director Nilesh M Desai.  

Desai shared insights into the
diverse range of  ISRO’s facilities
and ongoing projects. Students
got the opportunity to tour the
Vikram Sarabhai  Space

Exhibition Centre and had en-
gaging sessions with space sci-
entists.

“Interacting with the scien-
tists was a blessing. Visiting
ISRO and the Vikram Sarabhai
Space Exhibition Centre was
also remarkable.  I am thankful
to Tata Steel  and Pathani

Samanta Planetarium, for this
opportunity,” said Om Raj
Mishra, one of  the winners from
Saraswati Sishu Vidya Mandir
in Kalahandi.

“During our visit to ISRO and
Gujarat Science City, we learned
about the robotic technologies,
augmented and virtual reality at

the robotic gallery and gained
knowledge about the underwater
world at the aquatic gallery,” said
Krutika Prataya Panigrahi from
Adarsha Vidyalaya in Boudh.

With an aim to develop cu-
riosity and passion for astronomy
and space science among the
high school students across the
state, the 17th edition of  YATS
saw participation over 80,000
students, who competed on the
theme ‘The Moon Base - Future
Launchpad for Space’. 

The winners were accompa-
nied by their teachers on a week-
long exposure trip, under the
leadership of  Pathani Samanta
Planetarium director Prasanna
Patra, Science and Technology
department deputy Secretary
Urmiprava Maharana and Tata
Steel officials.

AVNL, KISS ink pact for collaborative research 
n Both the organisations will

jointly work on a research 
park and an incubation cell,
consultancy, advisory,
education, community outreach
and social responsibility projects

n AVNL will provide scholarships
for research aligned with
Central government schemes 
for PhD students

Young astronomers term SAC visit a blessing 

AFFIDAVIT
By virtue of  an affidavit
sworn before the Notary
Public, Betnoti, Dist -
Mayurbhanj vide No. 02
dated 27.10.23 declare that
Subhalaxmi Sahu and
Shuvalaxmi Sahu D/o -
Ajay Kumar Sahu of  Vill -
Nadpur, P.O. - Nuagan, P.S.
- Baisinga, Dist. -
Mayurbhanj is one and
same person for all
purpose.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 10: Thirty
drivers from the state who se-
cured lucrative jobs in Japan
were felicitated by Commerce
and Transport, Steel and Mines
Minister Bibhuti Bhusan Jena
at a ceremony held at Kharavel
Bhawan here, Wednesday.

These drivers have been
trained at state government’s
Heavy Vehicle Training Centre
in Jajpur district, said the
Commerce and Transport de-
partment officials.

Speaking on this occasion,
Jena said, “Good behaviour,
zero casualty and safety must
be the motto of  the newly-re-

cruited drivers.”  
“Odisha is the first state

in the country to create such
innovative employment op-
portunities for the drivers,”
he said.

“The Commerce and
Transport department is ac-
tively taking steps to facilitate
employment for state’s drivers.
Previously, employment arrange-
ments were made through var-
ious prestigious companies
within the state and the coun-
try. Now, the state has gone fur-
ther to create job opportunities
abroad for its drivers. These
drivers will be employed in
Japan with high salaries and
benefits,” Jena said.

Lobby revamped for
ECoR crew comfort 30 drivers honoured for

securing jobs in Japan 

ANNIV CELEBRATION: Guests participate in a cultural programme during the birth anniversary celebration of Guru Gangadhar Pradhan at Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra Odissi Research Centre in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, July 10: Malaria is
spreading rapidly among stu-
dents residing in hostels of  var-
ious educational institutions in-
cluding Sevashram and high
schools in this district, sources
stated here Tuesday. They added
that the majority of  the students
affected by malaria belong to
tribal residential schools under
the  Scheduled  T ribe  and
Scheduled Caste department.
This development has sparked
concern among the parents of
the students, more so after a Class
VI girl fell prey to the disease,
Tuesday. The sources said that
more than 400 students have tested
positive for the disease.

Sources said that 12 students are
undergoing treatment at the dis-
trict headquarters hospital here
while nine have been admitted
in Muniguda, Kolnara and
Kalyansinghpur hospitals. The
disease has hit approximately 40
schools. Among other places where
students are undergoing treat-

ment are the MKCG Medical
Colle ge  and Hospital  in
Berhampur and SLN Medical
College and Hospital in Koraput. 

A medical team has been
pressed into service to tackle the
disease. So far, blood samples of
2,000 students have been tested,
out of  which 400 returned posi-

tive for malaria, Health officials
informed here. They added that
10 students of  Kereda High School,
11 of  Bilesu High School in
Rayagada block, nine students
of  Anwesha hostel on the out-
skirts of  the town are undergo-
ing treatment after testing posi-
tive for malaria.

Among other institutions
where the presence of  malaria
has been found are Parasali Girls’
HS, (55 students), Polama HS
(24), Talaanchalbadi School (103)
and Belakana School (15). This
apart, many students of  vari-
ous schools under Kolnara,
Bissam Cuttack and Muniguda
blocks have tested positive for
malaria. 

Health department officials
are conducting regular screen-
ing of  the afflicted students in
various schools. However, their
work has been hampered due to
the scarcity of  malaria exami-
nation kits. As a result, Health
officials have decided not to con-
duct blood tests of  all the stu-
dents. They are identifying those
suffering from fever and show-
ing other symptoms of  malaria
and then testing them. 

Locals alleged that the un-
availability of  mosquito nets is
the major reason behind the
spread of  malaria. They stated
most of  the hostels have not been
supplied nets since 2020. Parents

also alleged that in many schools,
authorities are not providing
proper treatment to the affected
students.

However, this allegation was
denied by chief  district medical
officer (CDMO) Dr Lalmohan
Routray. He said the health de-
partment personnel are work-
ing round the clock to conduct
tests and are providing medi-
cines to affected students.

State ST and SC minister
Nityananda Gond was on a visit
to this town Tuesday gave in-
structions so that the students
down with malaria are treated in
a proper manner. He also in-
formed that he will look into the
allegation of  mosquito nets not
being supplied. 

When contacted, District
Welfare Officer Bharat Bhushan
Biswal said all the affected in-
mates of  hostels are undergo-
ing treatment in coordination
with the Health department of-
ficials. Directions have been is-
sued to keep the premises of  all
the schools,” he added.                    

Girl dies as malaria hits Rayagada hard 
MORE THAN 400 STUDENTS FROM VARIOUS SCHOOLS IN THE DISTRICT HAVE TESTED POSITIVE FOR THE DISEASE

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, July 10: Even
though two years have elapsed
to the approval of  the expan-
sion work for Puintola-Girisola
stretch on National Highway
(NH)-16, passing through
Ganjam district, the project
has hit roadblocks due to land
acquisition issues,  said
sources.

The expansion of  the stretch
from Puintala to Girisola was
excluded initially from the
NH project, but the National
Highway Authorities of  India
(NHAI) had to take a decision
in favour of  it due to huge de-
mand by the locals, who had
alleged that lack of  expansion
of  the  NH was  causing  
frequent mishaps. 

Meanwhile, locals expressed
their resentment as the work
is yet to begin even after two
years of  the approval of  the
project by the NHAI. Moreover,
the work from Puintala to
Narayani Chhak is yet to be
completed, said sources. 

According to project details,
flyovers were also planned to
come up at Chhatrapur DRDA
Chhak,  Lanjipal l i  and
Pukudibandha Chhak, while
underpasses were proposed
to be built at Kalia Bali and
Haladiapadar Chhak. 

Though NHAI had earlier
said that tenders were finalised
and construction would start by
the end of  2023, the work is yet
to commence. 

In December 2023, the then
Berhampur MP Chandrasekhar

Sahu had raised the issue in
Lok Sabha, expressing con-
cern over the undue delay in
the NH expansion work.
Former Chhatrapur MLA
Subash Chandra Behera had
also raised the issue with NH
authorities several times.
Moreover, MLA Krishna
Chandra Nayak has also drawn
the attention of  the NHAI in
this connection, but to no avail.

Sources said the delay in
construction is partly due to
private land acquisition 
issues. 

Expansion of  Puintola-
Girisola stretch of  NH-16 was
necessary as the existing nar-
row stretch has caused sev-
eral fatal accidents and the
issue was also raised in the dis-
trict road safety committee
meetings. This stretch is hav-
ing at least 10 black spots, as
identified by NHAI.

Meanwhile, an ongoing dis-
p u t e  h a s  h a l t e d  t h e
Galashankha construction
on the Puintola-Narayani
stretch of  the NH at Humma.
This has led to frequent
mishaps and traffic issues,
said sources.

50K indigenous birds
spotted in Bhitarkanika

RAJESH MOHANTY,OP

Rourkela, July 10: Three
members of  a family were
killed in a road mishap on
national  highway at
Rengalbedha under Koira
p o l i c e  l i m i t s  i n
Sundargarh district,
Wednesday. Three other
occupants of  the car suf-
fered serious injuries.
The mishap occurred
after the car they were
travelling in crashed into
a parked dumper on the
side of  the road. 

The deceased were
identified as Supriya
Nayak, 25, Piyush Nayak,
13 and Trishan Nayak,
six. The accident occurred
around 3.00am near Koira. 

Officials said that the
family of  Koira sarpanch
Sandhyarani Nayak was
returning from Keonjhar
after participating in a
marriage programme
when the accident oc-
curred. They were trav-
elling in an SUV.

IIC Koira, Manoranjan

Kumar said, “Probably
the driver had fallen
asleep while driving. As
a result he lost control of
the vehicle and collided
with the dumper. Three
persons, one woman and
two boys died on the spot
due to the impact. Police
said that the deceased
were the grandsons and
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f
Sandhyarani.  

Police informed that
Sandhyarani also suffered
serious injuries and is
currently undergoing
treatment at a private
hospital here. Police also
did not blame the parked
vehicle for the mishap.
“It had suffered a burst
tire and hence it was
parked on the side of  the
road. It did not hamper
t r a f f i c  m ove m e n t , ”
Kumar stated.  “Even
though the driver of  the
SUV, Krishna Nayak is
responsible for the acci-
dent, he escaped with
m i n o r  i n j u r i e s , ”  
Kumar added. 

NH-16 expansion hits
roadblock in Ganjam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rajnagar, July 10:
There is a surge in the
population of  native
birds  in  the  world -
renowned Bhitarkanika
Wildlife Sanctuary, fol-
lowing the activation of
the monsoon in the state.
More than 50,000 birds
have flocked to regions
such as  Mathadia ,
Durgaprasaddia, and
Lakshmiprasaddia of  the
sanctuary in Kendrapara
district, according to a
report. The chirping of
these birds has made
Bhitarkanika one of  the
most sought after desti-
nations for nature lovers.

After the onset of  the
monsoon, the winged
creatures have headed

to the region for food and
breeding purposes, say
experts. It is believed that
they also come to establish
bonds with the migratory
birds that have stayed
back in Bhitarkanika.
Species such as the open-
bill stork, water hen, egret,
cormorant, black ibis, ja-
cana, and various types of
ducks are mostly seen in
the aforementioned re-
gions. These birds can be
seen nesting in trees like
banyan, guava, tamarind,
and neem, creating a
beautiful ambience in the
sanctuary region.

Mathadia hosts a large
number of  openbill
storks, while egrets and
water hens are mostly
seen in Durgaprasaddia.
Lakshmiprasaddia, on
the other hand, houses
about 30,000 birds be-
longing to dif ferent
species.

Significantly, native
birds used to flock to
Bhitarkanika for over 20
years. To facilitate bird-
watching for tourists,
watchtowers were also
constr ucted  there.
However, for the past
eight years, their number
has declined drastically.
The rise in the number
of  native birds this year
brought cheer among the
locals as well as the en-
vironmentalists.

3 dead, 3 injured in
Sundargarh mishap

Locals expressed 
their resentment as

the work is yet to
begin even after two
years of the approval
of the project by NHAI

Kabisuryanagar: A woman was
gangraped by four persons and brutally
assaulted atop a hill in Khairapalli
village under this police limits in
Ganjam district, police said Wednesday.
The matter came to the fore after
police rescued the woman lying in a
critical condition on the hilltop near the
village. Police said the incident
occurred late Tuesday night when four
persons brutally beat up the woman
near the village and took turns to rape
her. They added that the victim alleged
that one of the accused had even
shoved a liquor bottle into her private
parts. Police also said that there were
several injury marks on the body of the
woman. Preliminary inquiries
suggested that the woman was
gangraped and assaulted over illegal
ganja trade. She was lying in a
debilitated condition when police
rescued her and admitted her to the
Kabisuryanagar hospital for treatment.
Police so far have detained two youths
of Babanpur locality. Police suspect
them to be the mastermind behind the
incident and are questioning them to
find their involvement and that of
others in the gruesome act.    

Woman gangraped,
brutally assaulted
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R ussian President Vladimir Putin’s recent visit to Pyongyang,
and North Korea’s announcement of  tests of  new missiles
have raised alarms in Washington, rattled America’s allies, and

threaten to destabilise the Indo-Pacific region. While this certainly
is not the first time that tensions have escalated, the current turmoil
can be traced back to the actions of  one man: former US President
Donald Trump.

During his presidency, Trump’s attempts at diplomacy were often viewed
as ill-informed and dangerous, especially when he and North Korean
dictator Kim Jong-un exchanged nuclear threats in 2017. Yet, Trump
and Kim, who met for two summits in 2018 and 2019, actually made sig-
nificant progress toward resolving the decades-long conflict between
their two countries – until Trump’s impulsiveness derailed these efforts
and set the stage for escalation.

Seeing a chance to shine on the international stage and win a
Nobel Peace Prize like his predecessor, Barack Obama, Trump pushed
for a summit with Kim. This also reflected a stark reality. In their first
and only meeting after Trump’s election, Obama warned that North
Korea was on the verge of  acquiring missiles and bombs capable of
killing millions of  Americans. Obama
also told Trump that the US might have to
launch a preemptive strike to prevent this
scenario.

Trump’s offer to meet Kim was a dream
come true for North Korea, signifying its ac-
ceptance on the world stage. Kim, like his
father and grandfather, sought to modernise
the country’s underdeveloped economy.
Ending the cold war with the US, which
would have enabled North Korea to trans-
fer resources from defense to the civilian
economy, was crucial to this process. To
achieve this, Kim was even willing to put
his nuclear-weapons programme on the
chopping block.

Even as they were issuing public threats,
Trump and Kim were secretly angling for
a summit. Immediately after Trump took
office, the North Koreans reached out to
the State Department, signaling Kim’s
desire to meet the new US president.
During secret talks in Singapore, North
Korean spies reportedly asked their CIA
counterparts whether Trump was seri-
ous about meeting Kim.

Although the Trump administration’s
official policy was to force the North
Koreans to come to the negotiating table,
the president liked the idea of  a “leader-
to-leader” summit. In December 2017, he even provided a United
Nations envoy with a message for Kim, proposing a meeting.

Whether Trump knew it or not, engaging directly with Kim was the
only way to stop North Korea from amassing more weapons of  mass
destruction. While observers were dismissive of  these efforts, Kim’s
unilateral decision to halt missile and nuclear-weapons tests and start
dismantling test sites showed he was serious. Notably, Kim also announced
a major economic-modernisation programme, indicating his expectation
that the US-North Korea conflict would soon end.

But ending decades of  hostility cannot be achieved in a few hours,
and the first Trump-Kim summit in June 2018 in Singapore fell far
short of  such unrealistic expectations. Trump himself  seemed to re-
alise this, telling his aides that it was a “process” that might re-
quire several summits.

He was right. While Trump was criticised for being unprepared for
his second meeting with Kim in Hanoi in February 2019, the summit
was preceded by intense negotiations between Trump’s special envoy,
Stephen Biegun, and his North Korean counterparts. According to
former US officials, the talks produced a lengthy document that addressed
nearly every issue the two countries had struggled with, leaving two
major questions for Trump and Kim to resolve: how much of  North Korea’s
nuclear programme would be dismantled immediately and how many
sanctions the US would lift in return.

Trump and Kim came close to resolving these issues, but Kim’s de-
mands exceeded what Trump was willing to offer. The two haggled until
Trump, who is known for his impatience, abruptly decided to cut the
summit short.

Regrettably, Trump’s impulsive decision came just as the negotiations
were gaining momentum. After the formal talks had ended, a top Kim
adviser approached Biegun with a new, promising proposal. The two
seemed to be making progress as Trump walked by, shook Kim’s hand,
and left, despite Kim’s request that he stay a few more hours. The
American delegation had no choice but to follow Trump, and the
stunned Kim returned to Pyongyang empty-handed.

At the time, many experts believed that the summit failed because
Kim was not willing to give up his stockpile of  nuclear weapons.
Some thought that John Bolton, Trump’s hawkish national secu-
rity adviser, had sabotaged the talks, while others noted that Trump
was likely distracted by the congressional testimony of  his former
lawyer, Michael Cohen. But the blame lies squarely with Trump him-
self. As Anthony Fauci, the former director of  the National Institute
of  Allergy and Infectious Diseases, put it, Trump’s attention span
is “a minus number.”

Trump himself  may have had second thoughts about walking out of
the Hanoi summit. As he left Vietnam, he reportedly called then-South
Korean President Moon Jae-in and sought his advice. But Trump and
Kim never reconnected.

This raises the question: What if  Trump had reached a historic deal
with Kim in Hanoi? It is probably safe to say that the US and North Korea
would have made significant – albeit slow – progress toward better re-
lations. If  they had, it is also likely that Kim would not have jeopardised
his new relationship with the US by embracing Putin, nor would he be
building an enormous weapons arsenal that threatens to annihilate
American cities. Alas, because of  Trump’s rash decisions, we will
never know what could have been.

The writer is a distinguished fellow in Northeast Asia
Security Studies at the Henry L. Stimson Center. 
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T he fanaticism manifested
i n  U t t a r  P r a d e s h ’s
Hathras which touched

around 121 people killed in a
stampede is indeed distressing.
According to available figures,
at least 2000 people are reported
to have died in stampedes over
the past two decades at religious
sites and celebrations across
India. The superstition inherent
in Indian society is the result of
such tragic incidents, but suc-
cessive governments, and es-
pecially the current one, are re-
luctant to take a strong action
in the matter. 

Though many probes have
been ordered in the past, it is a
fact that the law enforcing agen-
cies are not quite serious in
bringing the ‘godmen’ to book.
In Hathras, over 2.5 lakh people
assembled while arrangements
were for just around 80,000.
Such massive overcrowding and
insufficient exits were wors-
ened by rain that turned the
paddy fields into sludges. These
incidents repeat as the ‘god-
men’ are above law and the gov-
ernment is reluctant to go
against people’s superstitious

and unscientific attitude. 
In this case also, Bhole Baba,

the godman, has surprisingly
not been named in the FIR. It is
understood that he faced sev-
eral criminal cases, including
charges of  fraud, land grab and
sexual assault in the past. It is also
known that he professed to be a
reincarnation of  various Hindu
gods and boasted his capability
to heal diseases. It is pertinent
here to mention that though the
Baba is a Dalit, and his appeal is
largely among the socially and
economically marginalised, his
share of  wealthy followers is no
less who are lavish with dona-
tions. According to media re-
ports, his assets, including lux-
urious ashrams, amount to Rs 100
crore!

Such ‘godmen’, though from
humble backgrounds, are pa-
tronised by politicians, busi-
nessmen, film stars and other
celebrities. They are thriving in
the country due to the reluc-
tance of  the establishment to
act against their false claims. It
is ludicrous to believe that they
are living gods and have magical
powers. Obviously, they do not

speak to our rational and edu-
cated minds. Festivals and cer-
emonies are organised to prop-
agate their powers and take
money from the uneducated sec-
tions. In recent times, even as-
trologers are following this path
with assurances of  ameliorat-
ing the problems faced by indi-
viduals. Sociologists are of  the
opinion that unless adult edu-
cation is spread in a sustained
manner in villages, such ex-
ploitation by ‘godmen’, profess-
ing to be descendants of  the
almighty, would continue un-
abated. 

The officers who gave per-
mission for the congregation
without verifying the number of
devotees expected to attend and
other necessary details, need
to be acted upon. What hap-
pened there may also be attrib-
uted to be a form of  violence of
Hindu fundamentalists that
Rahul Gandhi recently referred
to in Parliament. Hindu na-
tionalism has touched a low
point and communal harmony
is no longer relevant today. But
it is surprising that this out-
spoken Congress leader has yet

to question why Bhole Baba has
not been named in the FIR, not
to speak of  conservative BJP
leaders. 

The fanaticism that has been
manifest, if  allowed to con-
tinue around godmen, who
pose as emissaries of  God, is
dangerous for Indian society,
which is aspiring to be a tech-
nologically advanced and de-
veloped nation. 

The attitude of  the present
government in trying to prop-
agate Hindu nationalism has
given a lot more leeway to god-
men, who take advantage and ex-
ploit superstitious and inno-
cent rural folks. It is not known
when this will stop or whether
at all such fanatic incidents
would cease but any rational
government should try to con-
trol such incidents with an iron
hand. Only ordering an enquiry
may just be an eyewash, as it is
equally important to know the
political patronage behind this
godman. From rags to riches is
normally not possible without
direct or indirect support of  the
political class.

INFA

GROWTH OF P2P LENDING
T

he Sumerian civilisa-
tion, one of  the earliest
known societies, had
sophisticated systems

of  lending, borrowing, credit,
and debt. These systems were
based on mutual trust and social
currency, allowing individuals
to engage in economic transac-
tions without the need for phys-
ical money or barter. Instead,
social bonds and communal
trust underpinned these inter-
actions, facilitating trade and
the distribution of  resources.
This foundation of  trust was
crucial for the development of
early markets and the overall
growth of  human civilisation.
Social currency operated on the
principle that individuals could
rely on each other within their
communities, creating a net-
work of  reciprocal obligations
and support. These informal fi-
nancial systems were essential
for maintaining social cohesion
and enabling economic activities.

As human societies evolved,
the rise of  feudalism and capi-
talism introduced significant
changes to these trust-based
systems. Economic relation-
ships that were once informal
and personal became formalised,
legalised and institutionalised.
The establishment of  legal
frameworks and banking in-
stitutions standardised lending
and borrowing practices, pro-
viding a more structured and re-
liable system for managing
credit and debt. This formali-
sation helped to support larger-
scale economic activities and
fostered the growth of  global
trade. In the modern era, tech-
nological advancements and
the digital revolution are once
again transforming the land-
scape of  lending and borrow-
ing. The development of  peer-
to-peer (P2P) lending platforms
represents a significant shift
in how financial transactions are
conducted. The history of  lend-
ing and borrowing reveals a
continuous evolution from in-
formal, trust-based systems to
formalised, institutionalised
practices, and now to digitally
enabled P2P platforms. 

As a result of  technological in-
novations and the growth of
platform economy, the P2P lend-

ing market has experienced sub-
stantial growth over the past
decade. Analysts predict that
this trend will continue, with the
volume of  P2P lending expected
to reach an astounding one tril-
lion US dollars by 2050. Online
platforms and digital tools have
streamlined the lending process,
offering greater accessibility,
convenience, and efficiency.
These platforms use sophisti-
cated algorithms to match
lenders with borrowers, assess
creditworthiness, and manage
transactions, thereby reducing
the time and costs associated
with traditional lending meth-
ods. It is argued that the digital
revolution has not only expanded
the reach and capabilities of
P2P lending but has also posi-
tioned it as a major player in the
future of  global finance.

These platfor ms enable
lenders to directly lend money
to individuals or small busi-
nesses, bypassing traditional
financial institutions. The P2P
lending solves problems of  the
institutional lending crisis by de-
veloping online marketplace
platforms. It is argued further
that P2P lending promotes al-
ternative financing methods.
By eliminating the need for tra-
ditional financial institutions in
the lending process, P2P plat-
forms not only provide more
accessible funding options for
borrowers but also offer at-
tractive investment opportuni-
ties for lenders. This innova-
t ive  approach helps  to

democratise finance, making it
more inclusive and efficient.

Peer-to-peer lending, com-
monly branded to as “social
lending” or “crowd lending,”
is often categorised under the
umbrella of  the “sharing econ-
omy” for the sake of  mass ap-
peal. This designation suggests
a system where resources are
shared among individuals, fos-
tering a sense of  community
and collective benefit. However,
the actual mechanics of  P2P
lending diverge significantly
from these idealist claims.

While this might seem to align
with the principles of  a sharing
economy—where goods and
services are distributed among
a community—P2P lending lacks
the communal and altruistic
aspects typically associated with
such economies. The primary
motivation behind P2P lending
is financial gain rather than so-
cial good. Lenders participate to
earn interest on their money,
and borrowers seek loans often
because they can obtain more
favourable terms than those of-
fered by traditional banks. This
transactional nature empha-
sises profit over community
welfare, contrasting sharply
with the sharing economy’s
ethos of  mutual benefit and re-
source sharing.

Moreover, the risk involved in
P2P lending is borne individu-
ally by the lenders, who may
face significant financial loss
if  borrowers default on their
loans. This individual risk fur-

ther underscores the lack of
collective support and commu-
nal risk-sharing that would be
present in a true sharing econ-
omy model.

There is no doubt that the
P2P lending and borrowing sys-
tem fundamentally transforms
traditional financial interac-
tions. Unlike conventional bank-
ing, which relies heavily on in-
stitutional trust and regulatory
frameworks, P2P platforms lever-
age personal trust and social
networks to facilitate financial
transactions. This shift allows
individuals to directly lend and
borrow money from each other
without intermediaries, thus
monetising  the  infor mal
processes that have historically
existed in many communities.
By commodifying these social
foundations, P2P lending alters
the dynamics of  economic in-
teractions. It turns personal re-
lationships and trust into mar-
ketable assets, creating new
opportunities for individuals
who might be underserved by
traditional banking systems.
However, it also introduces new
risks and challenges, as the ab-
sence of  formal regulatory over-
sight can lead to issues related
to trustworthiness, repayment,
and legal recourse.

Despite its innovative ap-
proach, P2P lending should not
be seen as a replacement for
the cooperative banking sys-
tem. Cooperative banks are
member-owned financial insti-
tutions that operate based on
principles of  shared ownership
and democratic decision-mak-
ing. They are designed to serve
the financial needs of  their
members, often focusing on com-
munity development and social
goals alongside profitability. 

It can be said that while P2P
lending provides an intriguing
alternative to traditional bank-
ing by leveraging social trust
and personal networks, it does
not fulfil the same role as co-
operative banks. P2P lending
and borrowing systems are not
sustainable alternatives like co-
operative banking system. 

The writer teaches at
London Metropolitan

University. 
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P2P lending, commonly branded as ‘social 
lending’ or ‘crowd lending,’ is often categorised

under the umbrella of the ‘sharing economy’ 
for the sake of mass appeal

Sin and virtue are a game of
resistance we play with God in His
efforts to draw us towards
perfection.

SRI AUROBINDO

AS A RESULT OF
TECHNOLOGICAL

INNOVATIONS
AND THE

GROWTH OF
PLATFORM

ECONOMY, THE
P2P LENDING
MARKET HAS

EXPERIENCED
SUBSTANTIAL

GROWTH OVER
THE PAST

DECADE

Bhabani Shankar
Nayak

WISDOM CORNER

It's very important that we re-learn the art of resting and relaxing.
Not only does it help prevent the onset of many illnesses that
develop through chronic tension and worrying; it allows us to clear
our minds, focus, and find creative solutions to problems.

THICH NHAT HANH

To have faith is to trust yourself to the water. When you swim you
don't grab hold of the water, because if you do you will sink and
drown. Instead you relax, and float.

ALAN WATTS

Acceptance looks like a passive state, but in reality it brings
something entirely new into this world. That peace, a subtle energy
vibration, is consciousness.

ECKHART TOLLE

ECONOMY

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THE FANATICISM
THAT HAS BEEN

MANIFEST, IF
ALLOWED TO 

CONTINUE
AROUND GODMEN,

IS DANGEROUS FOR
INDIAN SOCIETY

Dhurjati Mukherjee

Divided polity 

Sir, France appears to be headed for a prolonged period of  political uncer-
tainty after voters defied the opinion polls to deny the country’s far-right
a victory in the second round of  parliamentary elections on Sunday, but de-
livered a fractured mandate that will make government formation difficult.
The results will force President Macron to appoint a new prime minister
and government, which, in turn, will require compromise among parties
that have bitterly opposed one another in recent months and campaigned
on dramatically different platforms on issues ranging from climate, taxes
and pensions to Israel’s war on Gaza. With this, France faces the prospect
of  long-drawn coalition talks to form a government — and the risk that who-
ever takes office will lead an unsteady alliance at best. Mac¬ron will still
hold the decision-making reins on national security and foreign policy,
which will offer some comfort to France’s allies and friends, including
India, which counts the European nation as among its most trusted strate-
gic partners. Yet, how he navigates the deeply divided polity could deter-
mine whether voters, clearly disillusi¬oned with his centrist policies, lurch
more towards the left or the right in the coming years.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Head-turner 

Sir, Young Indian Priyanshu Rajawat lost to France’s
Alex Lanier in the semifinals of  the Canada open
badminton tournament. However, by then Rajawat
had won the hearts of  many by overcoming top
seed and world number four Denmark's Anders
Antonsen in the last eight. This was Rajawat's sec-
ond entry into the semifinals of  a World Tour Super
500 tournament.  A part of  India's 2022 Thomas
Cup winning team, Rajawat has displayed enough
prowess to turn heads.  That being said, world men’s
badminton has always been extremely competitive
with top class youngsters consistently taking cen-
tre stage. Indian badminton is no exception, and it
will have to be seen whether Rajawat can emulate
the likes of  Lakshya Sen, K Srikanth and HS Prannoy.
Lakshya and Prannoy have shone in patches, but India
is yet to see a dominant world beater after Prakash
Padukone and Pullela Gopichand. 

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Joel Wit

Whether Trump
knew it or not,

engaging directly
with Kim was the
only way to stop

North Korea from
amassing more

weapons of mass
destruction

Unchecked exploitation

Kim’s Sabre-Rattling

SPECTRUM SOCIETY
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Raipur, July 10: The State
government has decided to
sanction houses to more than
47,000 families that were iden-
tified as homeless in a survey
conducted last year during the
previous Congress regime, of-
ficials said.

The decision was
taken Tuesday during a
cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief
Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai
at  the
Mantralaya in
Nava Raipur,
De puty  CM
Arun Sao told
reporters.

The socio-
economic sur-
vey conducted
by the state
government
from April 1 to
April 30 last
year covering
59.79 lakh fam-
ilies identified
47,090 families as homeless.

These homeless families did
not feature in the permanent
wait list (PWL) of  the Socio-
Economic and Caste Census -
2011 (SECC-2011) (required for
being eligible as beneficiaries
under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Rural), Sao said.

These families will be pro-
vided housing under the
Mukhyamantri Awas Yojana
(Rural), he added.

Under the scheme, afford-
able housing facilities are being
developed in Naya Raipur, and
the registration date to avail this
scheme has been extended from
March 31, 2024, to March 31,

2027, he said.
In another significant de-

cision, the cabinet gave its
nod to an amendment of  the
Chhattisgarh Government
Store Purchase Rules, 2002
(as revised in 2022), the deputy
CM said.

With this move, all state
government departments will
procure materials, goods, and
services available through
the Centre’s Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) portal in-
stead of  Chhattisgarh State
Industrial Development
Corporation (CSIDC), he said.

The existing rate contracts
of  the CSIDC will be can-
celled at the end of  this month,

Sao said.
The decision was taken

to tackle corruption in
government
procurement
following nu-
merous com-
plaints of  ir-
regularities in
purchases
through the
CSIDC,  he
said.

The previ-
ous (Congress)
government
prohibited
purchases
from the GeM
portal, result-
ing  in  in -
creased pro-

curement  chal leng es,
compromised quality, and a
rise in corruption allegations,
Sao said.

The Sai government has
addressed this issue with ur-
gency, aiming not only to curb
corruption but also to restore
transparency in government
procurement by reinstating
the GeM portal system, he said.

The cabinet also decided to es-
tabl ish  a  se parate  ‘Good
Governance and Convergence’ de-
partment for the effective imple-
mentation of  state’s welfare poli-
c ies  and good gover nance
initiatives and at the same time ad-
dressing public issues, Sao added.

These homeless families did
not feature in the

permanent wait list (PWL)
of the Socio-Economic and

Caste Census -2011 
(SECC-2011) (required for

being eligible as
beneficiaries under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Rural).

These families will be
provided housing under the

Mukhyamantri 
Awas Yojana (Rural)

ARUN SAO | DEPUTY CM
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 10: Even as the
government of  Tripura issued a
clarification on misleading re-
ports of  HIV cases in the state,
health experts Wednesday said
that it “is just the tip of  the ice-
berg.” 

Earlier this month, a senior of-
ficial from the Tripura AIDS
Control Society (TSACS) claimed
that 828 students tested HIV pos-
itive in Tripura and 47 of  them
died. The official stated that 572
of  the students are still alive,
while many also left the state
for higher education.

In a post on the social media
platform X.com, the Health &
Family Welfare Department of
the Tripura Government called
it “misleading.”

“The total figures are cumu-
lative from April 2007 to May
2024,” it said.

According to TSACS officials,
the spike in HIV cases could
have stemmed from injectable
drug abuse among students.

Speaking to IANS, Dr Ishwar
Gilada, a noted HIV expert said
that it “is just the tip of  the ice-
berg -- whether you consider
only HIV infection or other in-

fections that can be easily trans-
mitted through injection drug use
(IDU).”

IDU is known to have a quicker
and stronger effect than drugs
that are swallowed, smoked, or
inhaled.

Dr Gilada stated that in addi-
tion to HIV, Hepatitis-C, Hepatitis-
B, and syphilis among others,
also get easily transmitted
through IDU, rather more effi-
ciently than HIV.

“In addition to sharing needles,
IDUs have another risk in sizable
proportion, that is, indiscrimi-
nate sex and that too unpro-

tected. That further fuels the
spread of  other STIs as
well as HIV infection,”
the expert said.

Dr Basavaraj S
Kumbar,
Consultant,
Internal Medicine,
Aster Whitefield
Hospital,
Bengaluru, called the
incident of  losing 47
young people and having
hundreds more infected “a ter-
rible tragedy.”

“The issue also raises con-
cerns on the usage of  injectable

drugs and should serve as a com-
mercial for not doing this,” he
told IANS.

HIV is a devastating disease.
It is a serious infection that
erodes the quality of  life by im-
pairing the immune system thus
making its victims susceptible
to opportunistic infections be-
sides other health complications.

“Although modern medicine
makes it possible for individuals
with HIV to live long and pro-
ductive lives, it requires con-
sistent medications and moni-
toring by medical experts. The
virus weakens the body’s im-
munities thereby exposing peo-

ple to attacks from other dis-
ease-causing agents. This

is a lifetime struggle,”
Dr Kumbar said.

Meanwhile, Dr
Gilada,  a
Consultant  in
HIV/STDs, Unison
Medicare  and

Research Centre,
Mumbai, called on

the state health au-
thorities for a “compre-

hensive look and check-up of  all
children and to deal efficiently
with each infection.”

“The major HIV awareness

and prevention campaigns that
were seen during 2000-2010 in
India are now missing. The chil-
dren born during that period
and afterwards, now grown up
to teenage and adulthood have es-
caped prevention campaigns and
now thus become victims of  HIV
and other STIs.”

“There is poor thrust on di-
agnosis, prevention, and treat-
ment of  other STIs. All these
have fuelled new infections, all
over India. More than 70 per
cent of  new infections are in
marginalised communities;
which face an extreme degree of
stigma and discrimination,” the
doctor noted.

Dr Kumbar said that preven-
tion is key and stressed the need
to educate young people about the
dangers of  drugs and reinforce
the message of  unsafe injection
practices.

“Making sure they have ac-
cess to support systems and pos-
itive outlets for their energy is
also important. If  you or some-
one you love is struggling with
addiction, please seek help.
Counselling and rehabilitation
centres can provide the support
needed to overcome addiction
and live a healthy life,” he said.

HIV IS A SERIOUS INFECTION THAT ERODES THE QUALITY OF LIFE BY IMPAIRING THE IMMUNE SYSTEM THUS MAKING ITS 
VICTIMS SUSCEPTIBLE TO OPPORTUNISTIC INFECTIONS BESIDES OTHER HEALTH COMPLICATIONS

So
far, 828 

students have
been diagnosed

with HIV 
in Tripura
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Rajnandg aon,  July  10 :
Residents have joined hands
with the authorities to install
hi-tech CCTV cameras and set up
a control room in Chhattisgarh’s
Rajnandgaon city for effective en-
forcement of  traffic regulations
and public safety, officials said. 

The Rajnandgaon district
administration and police have
come out with ‘Trinetra’, a
project financed by the pub-
lic, they said.

Talking to PTI, Rajnandgaon
Superintendent of  Police Mohit
Garg said, “This first-of-its-kind
smart city ITMS (intelligent traf-
fic management system) and
surveillance project funded by the
public.”

The official said as many as 385
cameras, including 25 ANPRs
(automatic number plate recog-
nition), 300 varifocal cameras, 10
PTZ (pan-tilt-zoom) cameras and
fifty ‘80/50’ meter focus cam-
eras, will be installed at entry
points and junctions of  the city.

The city has a population of
around 1.50 lakh, he said.

Under the initiative, the ex-
isting 152 cameras, installed
with public cooperation and gov-
ernment funds in the past, will
also be maintained, he said.

Seven new traffic signal lights
have been installed in addition
to the repair and maintenance
of  the three existing signal lights,
he said, adding that these signals
will be equipped with ANPRs
and varifocal cameras to facili-
tate e-challans.

A modern integrated con-
trol room is also being set up
in the SP office with a server
equipped with AI (artificial
intelligence) tools like move-
ment detection and face de-
tection, the official said.

The control room will be in-
tegrated with the district control
room and ‘112’ (emergency serv-
ice number) control room for
quick emergency response, he
said.

The server in the new CCTV
control room can cover 1,000
cameras, he said.

As per the initiative, the gen-
eral public can view the footage
only after a first information re-

port (FIR) is registered or with
permission from the concerned
police station, he said.

Garg, the brainchild behind the
project, said local entrepreneurs,
social workers, journalists and
lawyers agreed to contribute to
the initiative, which costs around
`1.25 crore.

The SP said the initiative
aims to enhance public safety,
improve responses to poten-
tial law and order issues, and
the traffic system with public
participation.

The SP said he, along with
Rajnandgaon Collector Sanjay
Agrawal, chalked out the plan for
the project, which was slated to
be completed in September.

The project intends to make
Rajnandgaon a safe city and en-
hance policing activities by co-
ordinating with residents, col-
lector Sanjay Agrawal said.

The initiative will be extended
to other parts of  the district in
the next phase, he said, adding
that people are also being en-
couraged to install cameras out-
side their homes and commercial
establishments.

CITIZENS AND 
AUTHORITIES UNITE Rajnandgaon becomes safer with Trinetra 
Trinetra, first-of-its-kind

smart city ITMS 
(intelligent traffic 

management system) and
surveillance project 
funded by the public
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The initiative aims to enhance
public safety, improve

responses to potential law and
order issues, and the traffic

system with public participation
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Raipur, July 10: Union Power
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
Wednesday advised  the
Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment to make full
and timely use of  the
funds given by the
Centre to “accelerate”
the pace of  develop-
ment in the state.

Of f icials  said
Khattar, the former
Haryana chief  min-
ister, reviewed the
works underway in
Chhattisgarh’s power and urban
development sectors.

In  the  meeting  held  at
Mantralaya in Nava Raipur, he
batted for better coordination
between the  Centre  and
Chhattisgarh, stressing that it
would expedite development
works in the state.

The Centre will extend full
support concerning electricity
and housing in Chhattisgarh,
he said. Under the leadership
of  Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, several reforms and works
are being undertaken in the
country as per people’s aspira-
tions, a release quoted Khattar
as saying in the meeting.

Chief  Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai, Union Minister of  State for
Housing and Urban Affairs
Tokhan Sahu, Deputy CM Arun
Sao  and  Chief  Secretary
Amitabh Jain were present in the
meeting, said the statement is-
sued by the state’s Public
Relations department.

Khattar, who also holds the

Housing and Urban Affairs port-
folio, said several schemes are
being run by the Centre to pro-
vide cheap and adequate elec-
tricity to people and promote
solar energy.

“The Union minister told the
state government to make full use
of  the funds and grants being
given by the Centre. He assured
that there will be no difficulty
from Centre’s end regarding de-
velopment schemes in the state
and both the Centre and state
government will work in better
coordination,” it said.

He also suggested that 100
buses given to Raipur under the
‘Clean City’ scheme can also be
used for public transport be-
tween Nava Raipur and Raipur,
it said.

Khattar reviewed the works
being done to reduce line loss
under the Electricity depart-
ment, installation of  smart me-
ters, electrification in special

backward tribal areas
and availability of  coal
for power generation.

“He also took stock
of  activities under
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana,  Amrit
Mission,  Swachh
Bharat Mission, PM
e-Bus Service, Smart
City Mission and other
schemes,” it added.

In the meeting, CM Sai said
work was being carried out at a
rapid pace to enhance power
generation in Chhattisgarh and
the state would soon reclaim the
status of  ‘Power Surplus State’.

In the last six months, Sai told
Khattar, the availability of  elec-
tricity for farmers and small
workers in the state has im-
proved.

Farmers are being given a
subsidy of  6,000 units annually
for using irrigation pumps of
up to 3 horsepower (HP) capac-
ity and a subsidy of  7,500 units
per year for irrigation pumps
with capacities between 3 HP
and 5 HP, Sai said.

The CM requested Khattar to
clear on priority 19,906 houses
awaiting approval under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(Urban) and about 50,000 houses
with revised Central share to
the state in accordance with the
applications collected during
Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra,
the release said.
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Guwahati, July 10: The flood
situation in Assam improved
marginally Wednesday with
water levels of  major rivers
showing a receding trend, re-
ducing the affected population to
1.7 million across 26 districts,
according to an official bulletin.

Vast tracts of  land, however,
remain inundated with sporadic
rainfall reported from several
districts.

Seven deaths were reported
Tuesday with two in Cachar and
one each in Dhubri, Dhemaji,
South Salmara, Nagaon and
Sivasagar, according to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA).

The death toll in this year’s
floods, landslides and storms in-
creased to 92 with 79 people los-
ing their lives to the deluge alone.

An area of  38,870.3 hectares of
cropland was still inundated as
against 49,014.06 hectares Monday.

Among the worst-hit districts
are Dhubri where 3,54,045 people
are affected, Cachar (1,81,545),
Sivasagar (1,36,547), Barpeta
(1,16,074) and Golaghat (1,09,475).

A total of  48,021 affected people
have taken shelter in 507 relief
camps while relief  materials have
been distributed to 104,665 others
outside these camps.

Dhubri, Cachar, Kamrup,
Goalpara,  Lakhimpur,
Dibrugarh, Charaideo, South
Salmara, Nalbari, Karimganj,
Dhemaji, Morigaon, Nagaon,
Sivasagar, Golaghat, Sonitpur,
Hailakandi, Biswanath, Barpeta,

Darrang, Kamrup (M), Majuli,
Jorhat, Kokrajhar, Tinsukia and
Chirang are among the affected
districts.

Urban flooding was reported
from two districts of  Kamrup
(Metropolitan), Dibrugarh and
Karbi Anglong.

Kaziranga National Park has
seen its worst floods in recent
years, resulting in the death of
159 wild animals due to drown-
ing or during rescue operations,
while 133 others have been saved.

Infrastructure damage in-
cludes 94 roads, three bridges, 26
houses, and six embankments.
The Brahmaputra River remains
above the danger level  at
Nimatighat, Tezpur, Guwahati,
and Dhubri, while other rivers
like Burhi Dihing, Dikhou,
Disang, Kopili, and Kushiara
are also flowing above their dan-
ger marks in various places.

Khattar urges Ch’garh to
harness Central funds to 
expedite development

CHIEF MINISTER
VISHNU DEO SAI,
UNION MINISTER OF
STATE FOR HOUSING
AND URBAN AFFAIRS
TOKHAN SAHU,
DEPUTY CM ARUN 
SAO AND CHIEF
SECRETARY AMITABH
JAIN WERE PRESENT
IN THE MEETING HELD
AT MANTRALAYA IN
NAVA RAIPUR

The CM reported
rapid progress

in power 
generation and
improvement in

electric 
availability

Assam flood situation improves marginally 

17 lakh affected 
in 26 districts

Ch’garh to give houses 
to families identified as 
homeless under Cong rule

The socio-economic 
survey conducted by the
state government from
April 1 to 30 last year 

identified 47,090 
families as homeless

Drinking water being distributed to flood-affected people at a relief camp, in Koliabor of Nagaon district, Assam PTI PHOTO

Tripura HIV cases tip of iceberg: Experts
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While Maharashtra
minister Chhagan
Bhujbal wants violence,

the Maratha community should
hold peaceful rallies in the state.
The Maratha community should
not worry about reservation as
we will take it
MANOJ JARANGE | 
MARATHA QUOTA ACTIVIST

Twenty-two lives have been lost in
rain-related incidents in Himachal
Pradesh and the state has suffered
a loss of `172 crore in the two weeks
since the monsoon onset June 27,
officials said Wednesday

HP: 22 DEAD SINCE
MONSOON ONSET

national
To ensure
development in
the villages of

Delhi, chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal had
formed the Delhi
Village Development
Board. In today's meeting, 480 new
projects worth `411 crores have
been approved for the development
of the villages of Delhi, to provide
better amenities in all the villages

GOPAL RAI | DELHI DEVELOPMENT MINISTER

of the
day uote 

The
government
along with

industry remains
deeply committed to
achieving $ 2 trillion
export target by
2030. It is doable, achievable, with
the right building blocks in place
along with a strong macro economy
to support it

PIYUSH GOYAL |
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

The regime
which believes
in bulldozer

justice must run
bulldozer on his
house. I would like to
see bulldozer justice
coming on to Mihir Rajesh Shah's
house

AADITYA THACKERAY |
SHIV SENA (UBT) LEADER

CBI books former
director of NEERI
New Delhi: The CBI has booked
Nagpur Rakesh Kumar, 
the former director of CSIR—
NEERI, and four scientists of
the institute in three FIRs of
alleged corruption and favours
extended to private companies
in awarding various projects,
including the giant air-
purifiers WAYU, officials said
Wednesday.  The CBI
conducted searches
Wednesday at 17 locations in
Maharashtra, Haryana, Bihar,
and Delhi, resulting in the
seizure of “incriminating”
documents, property-related
documents and jewellery,
they said. 

Reasi: Policeman
found murdered 
Jammu: A policeman was
found murdered near an
industrial area in the Reasi
district of Jammu and Kashmir
Wednesday, police said. The
accused was arrested within
an hour of the crime while he
was trying to flee the district,
a police spokesperson said,
adding that the motive behind
the murder was not known
immediately and further
investigation is on. Zahoor
Ahmed (35), a resident of the
Mari village who was posted
in the Kishtwar district, was
attacked with a sharp-edged
weapon resulting in his on-
the-spot death.

EC team on 2-day
visit to Jharkhand
Ranchi: A six-member team of
Election Commission of India
(ECI) led by senior deputy
election commissioners Nitesh
Vyas and Dharmendra Sharma
arrived in Ranchi Wednesday
evening to review the ongoing
special summary revision of
electoral rolls, an official said.
Assembly election in
Jharkhand is due later this
year.  Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) K Ravi Kumar said
“There is a meeting at CEO
office today. The ECI team will
review the second summary
revision of the electoral roll
with the district election
officers Thursday.” 

3 held for killing
Nigerian national 
New Delhi: Delhi Police
Wednesday claimed to have
arrested three people in
connection with the murder of
a Nigerian national in Nilothi
Extension area a week ago,
officials said.  Sunday Ernest
Morah, 40, who lived in Chandra
Vihar area, was chased and
shot dead inside a garment
shop by two men June 6. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, July 10: The
Supreme Court Tuesday directed
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd, founded
by yo g a gur u Ramdev,  to  
file an affidavit stating whether
advertisements of  its 14 prod-
ucts, whose manufacturing 
licences were initially suspended
but  later  restored,  have  
been withdrawn.

T he Uttarakhand State
Licensing Authority had on April
15 issued an order suspending the
manufacturing licences of  14
products of  Patanjali Ayurved
Ltd and Divya Pharmacy.  

In a fresh development, the
state  l icensing authority  
has filed an affidavit in the apex
court stating that the suspen-
sion order has been cancelled
fol lowing a  re por t  by  a  
high-level committee which ex-
amined the g rievances of
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd in the
wake of  the row.

It said May 17, the operation
of  the April 15 order was paused
and later the the suspension
order was cancelled. 

However, during the hearing,
a bench of  Justices Hima Kohli
and Sandee p Mehta  took 
note of  the May 16 affidavit of
Patanjali in which the firm stated
that  the  sale  of  these  14  
products  was  stopped in  
light of  the April 15 suspension
order.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: Prosecuting
persons involved in child 
marriages will not resolve the prob-
lem which has social dimensions,
the Supreme Court said Wednesday
while reserving the verdict on a PIL
over the alleged rise in underage
weddings in the country.

NGO ‘Society  for
Enlightenment and Voluntary
Action’, in 2017, had filed the
PIL in the top court alleging that
the  Prohibit ion of  Child
Marriage Act was not being 
enforced in “letter and spirit”.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and 
justices J B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra heard submissions from
the counsel of  the petitioner
NGO and Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati, 
appearing for the Centre, before
reserving the verdict.

“It is not about prosecution only.
Prosecuting persons involved 
in child marriages will  not 
resolve the problem as it has social
dimensions,” the bench said and
asked the counsel for both sides to
give suggestions on a way forward
to deal with the issue.

“We are not here to criticise
anybody. This is a social issue,”
the CJI said and asked the law

officer to apprise as to what the
government was doing on it.

At the outset, the additional so-

licitor general informed the
bench about the present status
and said states like Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra
and Assam have witnessed more
child marriage cases. She said
northeastern states, sans Assam,
have hardly any such incidents.

Five states and UTs including
Dadra Nagar Haveli, Mizoram
and Nagaland have not reported
any case of  child marriage, she
added. The law officer referred
to the data and said there was
marked improvement in the last
three years. She said out of  34
states and UTs, 29 have provided

the data on child marriages. The
court asked why officers like dis-
trict magistrates and SDMs are
being given the additional charge
to act as child marriage prohi-
bition officers. 

The law officer said that these
officers, being in a position of
power in districts, are more
equipped and empowered to deal
with the issue of  child marriages.
Earlier, the top court had directed
the Ministry of  Women and Child
Development to file a status report
detailing steps taken by it to ex-
ecute the Prohibition of  Child
Marriage Act.

Prosecuting persons will not resolve issue: Top court CHILD
MARRIAGE

UNIMPRESSED BY THE CENTRE’S SUBMISSIONS THAT STATE-SPECIFIC PROGRAMMES LIKE AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS AND TRAINING ARE 
BEING UNDERTAKEN, THE TOP COURT SAID “THESE PROGRAMMES, LECTURES DO NOT REALLY CHANGE THINGS ON THE GROUND”

Women take cover under umbrellas during rain, near Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CST) in Mumbai, Maharashtra PTI PHOTO
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Leh, July 10: The Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) has seized
108 gold bars, each weighing one
kilogram, near India-China border
and arrested three people, an official
of  the border guarding force said.

Besides the huge quantity of
smuggled gold, the seizure also
included two mobile phones, a
binocular, two knives and several
Chinese food items like cakes
and milk, the official said.  “This
is the biggest haul of  gold re-
covered by the ITBP during bor-
der operations. The seized ma-
terial will be handed over to the
customs de par tment ,”
Commandant of  the 21st ITBP
battalion  Ajay Nirmalkar, said.

A senior officer said the esti-
mated value of  the seized gold
could be ̀ 80-90 crore. An another
official said the troops of  the 21st
battalion of  the ITBP launched a
long range patrolling Tuesday
afternoon in the Changthang sub-
sector in eastern Ladakh, in-
cluding Chizbule, Narbula, Zangle
and Zakla, to check infiltration of
smugglers as the smuggling ac-
tivities are heightened around
the summer season.

The ITBP has also got inputs
of  smuggling in Sriraple, one
kilometre from the Line of  Actual
Control, he said, adding that the
patrolling party headed by deputy
commandant Deepak Bhat no-
ticed two people on mules and
asked them to stop. However,
they tried to escape but were ar-
rested after a chase, the official
said, adding initially they claimed
that they were working as me-
dicinal plant dealers but the
search of  their belongings led to
the recovery of  the huge quan-
tity of  gold and other items.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, July 10: The manhunt
for the terrorists responsible for
the ambush in Jammu and
Kashmir's Kathua district, which
resulted in the tragic death of  five
army personnel, has led to the
detention of  a truck driver and
50 others for questioning, officials
said Wednesday.

According to officials, the
truck, which was initially close
behind the ill-fated army vehi-
cles on the Machedi-Kindli-
Malhar mountainous road,
slowed down near Badnota vil-
lage in Lohai Malhar when the
terrorists opened fire from two
different directions. Five army
personnel including a Junior
Commissioner Officer, were
killed in the ambush Monday.

Suspicion has been cast on
the civilian tipper driver, with
authorities  investig ating
whether he intentionally de-
layed the convoy by requesting
a pass on the culvert.  “The role
of  a civilian tipper, which slowed
down the speed of  this convoy,
has come under investigation as
it is perceived that the driver de-
liberately asked for a pass on the
culvert.”

“Usually, army vehicles are
given preference in these areas
but the tipper still asked for a pass
which slowed down both vehi-
cles,” an official said on condi-
tion of  anonymity.  A massive
search operation, conducted by
the army and police, is on amidst
heavy rain in dense forests across
four districts.

The operation, launched from
Kathua,  Udhampur,  and
Bhaderwah, has resulted in the
detention of  50 individuals for
questioning in connection with
the ambush, the officials said.
Efforts are being made to track
down and neutral ise  the  
terrorists believed to be hiding
in the forest, they said.

In a related development, a
search operation is underway
in the higher reaches of  the
Doda district following a gun-
fight between terrorists and se-
curity forces.  Army and police
personnel are deployed in dense
forests in various parts of
Udhampur, Samba, Rajouri, and
Poonch districts, with fresh

searches initiated in several
areas Wednesday morning.

Residents of  Badnota village
and neighbouring areas have
expressed concern over their
safety in the aftermath of  the
ambush, calling for the estab-
lishment of  village defence
groups to combat terrorist
threats.  Local residents have
urged the government to pro-
vide weapons and training to
enable them to support security
forces in the fight against ter-
rorism.

The search teams, supported
by helicopter and UAV surveil-
lance, are using sniffer dogs and
metal detectors in dense forest
areas. The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) is assisting police
in the probe, while special forces
units are conducting surgical
operations in specific locations.
“The residents, united in their
resolve for peace and security,
stand ready to assist security
forces in eradicating terrorism
from the region,” an official said.

The call for empowerment
through training and armament
underscores the community's
determination to safeguard their
homeland against such acts of  vi-
olence, the official said. 

“The government should 
provide weapons and training to
us,  we are  ready to  f ight  
shoulder-to-shoulder with our
forces against the terrorists,”
Jagdish Raj, a local, said.

Punkaj, a 20-year-old student,
said the terrorist ambush has
caused fear among the local pop-
ulace but “the situation changes
altogether when you have
weapons in your hands”.

Shahid Ahmad, who claimed
to have moved from the higher
reaches to Machedi due to terror
threat, said Muslims and Hindus
of  the area want peace and are
ready to assist security forces
in wiping out terrorism.

KATHUA MANHUNT

Truck driver, 50
others detained 
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New Delhi, July 10: Moderate
to high turnout was recorded
in 13 Assembly constituencies
across seven states where 
bypolls were held Wednesday
amid sporadic incidents of  
violence in Uttarakhand, Bihar
and West Bengal.

Voting time was from 7 am to
6 pm. According to the Voter
Turnout app of  the Election
Commission (EC), Tamil Nadu’s
Vikravandi Assembly seat 
registered the highest polling
percenta g e  among the  13  
constituencies and Uttarakhand’s
Badrinath seat saw the lowest
turnout.

Barring some incidents of  vi-
olence in Bihar, Uttarakhand
and West Bengal, polling went on
peacefully. In Uttarakhand’s
Manglaur constituency, four peo-
ple were injured in a clash be-
tween supporters of  rival parties
at a polling booth. Roorkee Civil
Line Kotwali in-charge R K
Saklani told PTI that a report
was received about the clash at
booth number 53-54 in Libbarheri
in Manglaur.

Some reports claimed there
was firing at the booth but police
denied the reports. Purported
videos of  the clash showed
Congress candidate and former
MLA Qazi Nizamuddin taking a
man in bloodstained clothes to the
hospital. He accused the BJP of
throttling democracy by sowing
seeds of  hatred. Another video
showed him embracing an in-
jured party worker at the hospital.
Violence erupted at the booth
when some people with half  their
faces covered started stopping
people from voting, sources said.
While 68.24 per cent of  voters
exercised their franchise in

Manglaur, Badrinath reported
a turnout of  49.80 per cent.

The Manglaur bypoll was ne-
cessitated by the death of  sit-
ting BSP MLA Sarwat Karim
Ansari last October, while the
Badrinath seat fell vacant after
sitting Congress MLA Rajendra
Bhandari resigned and switched
to the BJP in March. In West
Bengal, violencewas reported
in Bagdah and Ranaghat Dakshin
assembly segments as the BJP ac-
cused TMC activists of  assault-
ing  i ts  booth a g ents  and 
stopping its candidates from vis-
iting some polling stations.

BJP candidates Manoj Kumar
Biswas and Binay Kumar Biswas
from Ranaghat Dakshin and
Badgah respectively claimed they
were not allowed to visit some
booths. Manoj Kumar Biswas al-
leged that BJP camp offices in
some areas were ransacked by the
TMC. BJP's Maniktala candidate
Kalyan Chaubey faced protests
and was greeted with “go back”
slogans allegedly by TMC ac-
tivists as he tried to enter a booth
in the constituency. The TMC de-
nied the allegations and dubbed
them as “baseless”.

The BJP has lodged a com-
plaint  with  the  Election
Commission against these in-
cidents. Among the constituen-
cies, Raiganj witnessed the high-
est turnout at 67.12 per cent,
followed by Ranaghat Dakshin
at 65.37 per cent, Bagda at 65.15
per cent and Maniktala at 51.39
per cent. In Bihar, where bypolls
were held for the Rupauli as-
sembly seat, two officials were
injured when a mob attacked a
police party in Purnea.

Sub Divisional Police Officer
(Sadar) Pushkar Kumar said
polling was disrupted briefly be-
cause of  the clash and a sub-in-
spector and a constable were in-
jured.  T he bypol l  was
necessitated by the resignation
of  sitting MLA Bima Bharti,
who had won the seat for the
JD(U) several times in the past
but quit the party recently to
contest the Lok Sabha election
on an RJD ticket.

Eleven candidates were in the
fray. The JD(U) fielded Kaladhar
Prasad Mandal, who had con-
tested the 2020 Assembly polls
from the seat as an Independent.
Former MLA Shankar Singh,
who recently quit the LJP (Ram
Vilas), was also in the fray as
an independent. In Himachal
Pradesh, the Nalagarh assem-
bly constituency recorded the
highest polling percentage of
78.82, followed by Hamirpur with
65.78 and Dehra with 63.89.

The seats fell vacant after the
three independent legislators
Hoshiyar Singh (Dehra), Ashish
Sharma (Hamirpur) and K L
Thakur (Nalagarh), who had
voted in favour of  the BJP in
the Rajya Sabha polls held on
February 27, resigned from the
House March 22.

In Punjab, the bypoll to the
Jalandhar West Assembly seg-
ment saw a voter turnout of  51.30
per cent. Polling was also held for
the Amarwara (ST) assembly
seat in Madhya Pradesh and the
polling percentage recorded was
at 78.71. The by-election was ne-
cessitated after three-time
Congress MLA Kamlesh Shah
switched to the BJP in March. 

Sporadic incidents of violence
in U’khand, Bengal and Bihar
The electoral exercise, the
first since the Lok Sabha
polls, will decide the fate

of many veterans and
some debutantes, 

including Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu’s
wife Kamlesh Thakur

108 kg of smuggled
gold seized near China
border; three held

SC asks Patanjali
to file affidavit
on withdrawing
14 product ads 

HC orders opening of Shambhu border 
Chandigarh: The Punjab and Haryana High Court Wednesday ordered the Haryana
government to remove within a week the barricading set up at the Shambhu border
near Ambala where farmers have been camping since February 13 when their ‘Delhi
Chalo’ march was stopped.  The Haryana government had set up barricades at the
Ambala-New Delhi national highway in February when Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) (Non-Political) and Kisan Mazdoor Morcha (KMM) had announced to move
towards Delhi in support of various demands.  

Top court issues notice to Bhavani Revanna
New Delhi: The Supreme Court Wednesday refused to set aside the anticipatory
bail granted to Bhavani Revanna, the mother of suspended JD(S) leader and
rape accused Prajwal Revanna, in a kidnapping case involving one of the victims
of her son’s alleged sexual assaults. A bench of justices Surya Kant and Ujjal
Bhuyan issued notice to Bhavani Revanna on the appeal filed by the Karnataka
government challenging the Karnataka High Court order.

Victim of witch-hunt: Kejriwal to Delhi  HC
New Delhi: Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has contended before the Delhi High Court
that he is a victim of “witch-hunt” by the ED and that cancellation of his bail granted by
a trial court in the excise policy-linked money laundering case would tantamount to
“grave miscarriage of justice”. Opposing the Enforcement Directorate’s plea challeng-
ing his bail in the case, the embattled Chief Minister said discretionary orders of bail
cannot be set aside merely on “perceptions and fanciful imagination” of the prosecution.  

COURT CORNER

ASSEMBLY BYPOLLS 
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The BJP government not increasing
the circle rate for the last 
seven years is an economic
conspiracy against the local people.
Due to this, land scams worth 
billions of rupees have taken place
AKHILESH YADAV | SP CHIEF

Actor Jacqueline Fernandez did not
appear before the Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday for a fresh round
of questioning in a money laundering
case involving alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar, official sources said

JACQUELINE FAILS TO
APPEAR BEFORE ED
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There are two
issues, one is --
in October itself

MUDA was told not to
give sites under the
50:50 ratio scheme,
but despite that sites
were given regarding which
investigation is on by two IAS
officers.  Second is -- they (BJP) want
to make the sites given to my wife an
issue, it is not at all an issue

SIDDARAMAIAH | KARNATAKA CM

of the
day uote 

Underlining the
challenge
posed by the

onset of monsoon
and the threat of
increasing number of
dengue cases during
the rainy season

J P NADDA | UNION HEALTH MINISTER

Duty hours of
loco pilots are
carefully

monitored. Rest is
provided
meticulously after
trips. The average
duty hours are maintained within
prescribed hours

ASHWINI VAISHNAW | RAILWAY MINISTER

national

Senthil Balaji’s
remand extended
Chennai: A sessions court
Wednesday extended the
remand of former Tamil Nadu
Minister V Senthil Balaji, 
who was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate last
year in a money laundering
case, till July 12. Principal
Sessions Judge S Alli, before
whom Senthil Balaji was
produced by the prosecution
through video-conferencing
from the Central Puzhal Prison
here, also extended his judicial
custody till July 12. The judge
posted to July 12 further
hearing on a petition filed by
Balaji, which sought to defer
the present proceedings and
adjourn the case to a later date.  

ED raids ex-K’taka
minister, Cong MLA 
Bangalore: The Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday carried
out searches in four states,
including on the premises of
former Karnataka minister and
Congress leader B Nagendra
and MLA B Daddal, as part of a
money laundering probe linked
to alleged irregularities in the
Karnataka Maharshi Valmiki
Scheduled Tribes Development
Corporation Limited, official
sources said. The agency
covered around 20 locations in
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Maharashtra as
part of its investigation in the
case registered under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), the sources said.

Rajasthan Budget
proposes 4L jobs 
Jaipur: Rajasthan’s Finance
Minister Diya Kumari
Wednesday presented the
state’s full budget having an
outlay of `4.95 lakh crore for
FY25 with announcements 
of 4 lakh recruitments in five
years, development of 9
greenfield expressways, and
reduction in value added tax
on cooking gas and CNG from
14.5 per cent to 10 per cent.  

SHORT TAKES

Serious trouble for
Hyderabad
The deficit is just
rising up crazy in
Hyderabad,
Medchal Malkajgiri,
Medak, Kamareddy,

Siddipet, Nizamabad now. Other dis-
tricts rains are Okayish as of now as
they are getting one active rain for
every 3-4days Upcoming 2LPA should
rescue Hyderabad during next 2weeks,
hopefully we will cover

@balaji25_t

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: Nearly
one in every two medical pre-
scriptions issued in India devi-
ated from standard guidelines,
with approximately a tenth show-
ing “unacceptable deviations”,
a study, conducted by a team of
researchers including those at the
All India Institute of  Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) here, has found. 

The team analysed 4,838 pre-
scriptions issued by physicians
between August 2019 and August
2020 for their compliance with
standard treatment guidelines.

These prescriptions were is-
sued at 13 Rational Use of
Medicines Centres (RUMC), set
up by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and
located in tertiary care teach-
ing hospitals and medical col-

leges across the country.
The researchers found that

among the 475 prescriptions they
deemed to show unacceptable
deviations from the standard
guidelines, pantoprazole was
prescribed the most often -- in 54
of  them. 

Pantoprazole is known to help
bring down the acid created in
stomach and is commonly avail-
able in pharmacies under many
drug names, such as Pan 40.

In the 54 prescriptions, the
condition being diagnosed was
Herpes Zoster, or shingles -- a

viral infection causing painful
rashes anywhere on the body. 

Tablet pantoprazole 40 mil-
ligrams was prescribed along
with others, including
paracetamol, and
ointments,  ac-
cording to the
study pub-
lished in the
Indian
Jour nal  of
Medical
Research.

Among these
475 prescriptions,
the conditions most
commonly diagnosed
were found to be upper respira-
tory tract infections (URTI) and
hypertension.

In 35 of  the URTI prescrip-
tions, the drug being prescribed
was tablet rabeprazole+dom-

peridone (used to treat gastric
conditions like acid reflux),
which the researchers said was
responsible for the prescription

to be qualified as one with
“unacceptable devia-

tion”.  The tablet
combination was

prescribed along
with others, in-
cluding parac-
etamol and lev-
ocetirizine

(treats cold and
runny nose).
Tablet rabepra-

zole+domperidone ac-
counted for the second

highest among the prescriptions
with unacceptable deviations,
after pantoprazole, the authors
found. They said the most com-
mon potential consequences of
irrational drug prescription for

patients were high treatment
costs and adverse drug reac-
tions.

“Gastroprotective drugs are
to be prescribed if  the patient has
a risk for developing peptic ulcer.
Unnecessary prescribing of  pan-
toprazole may lead to potential
side-effects such as abdominal
bloating, oedema and rash,” the
authors wrote.

The researchers said that most
of  the physicians followed the 
disease-specific ICMR guide-
lines, with about 55 per cent 
adherence.

Where there were no Indian
guidelines or recent updates in
the guidelines, physicians used
the international guidelines,
such as those of  the American
Association of  Family Physician
or  the  American Hear t
Association, they said.

Major deviations in medical prescriptions: Study 

A
study in India

found that almost half
of medical prescriptions

deviated from guidelines,
with pantoprazole 
being commonly 
misprescribed

BMW HIT-AND-RUN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: The CBI op-
erates under the control of  the
Union government as per law, the
Supreme Court held Wednesday
while rejecting the Centre’s 
objection to the maintainabil-
ity of  a lawsuit by West Bengal.

The top court said as per a
provision of  the Delhi Special
Police Establishment (DSPE)
Act, 1946, the Central Vigilance
Commission has the control over
cases for the offences under the
Prevention of  Corruption Act.

The West Bengal government
is contesting the CBI’s action of
pressing ahead with probe of
cases in the state  despite  
withdrawal of  general consent.

West Bengal had withdrawan
the general consent allowing 
the CBI to  probe cases  or  
conduct raids in the state
November 16, 2018.

Referring to various provi-
sions of  the DSPE Act, the apex
court said, “We further find that
the  very  establishment ,  
exercise of  powers, extension
of  jurisdiction, the superinten-
dence of  the DSPE, all vest with
the Government of  India”.

“In our view, the CBI is an
org an or  a  body which is  
established by and which is under
the superintendence of  the
Government of  India in view of
the statutory scheme as enacted
by the DSPE Act,” a bench of
Justices B R Gavai and Sandeep
Mehta said while ruling that the
suit is maintainable.

It said a perusal of  the entire
scheme would reveal that right
from the constitution of  the spe-
cial police force, which is called
DSPE, issuance of  notifications
specifying the offences or classes
of  offences which are to be in-
vestigated by it, superintendence
and administration of  DSPE
and extension of  powers and ju-
risdiction of  DSPE to areas be-
yond the Union Territories, “it

is the central gover nment 
which is vitally concerned with”.

“Not only that, only such 
offences which the central 
government notifies in the offi-
cial gazette, can be investigated
by the DSPE,” the bench said in
its 74-page verdict.

It said under section 4 of  DSPE
Act, except for the offences under
the Prevention of  Corruption
Act in which superintendence
will  be with the CVC, the 
superintendence of  DSPE in all
other matters would vest with
central government.

The bench considered the con-
tention of  Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta with regard to
the Union of  India having no
superintendence or control over
the  Central  Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

“If  the powers and jurisdiction
of  the members of  the DSPE
are to be extended to any area 
including railway areas, in a
State not being a Union Territory,
the same cannot be done unless
the central government passes
an order in that regard,” the
bench noted.

It said statutory scheme makes
it clear that extending such pow-

ers under section 5 of  the
DSPE Act cannot be done with-
out the consent of  the govern-
ment of  that state under section
6 of  the Act.

“In that view of  the matter,
we find that the contention of
the Solicitor General that even
if  the CBI, being an independent
agency, is considered to be an
instrumentality of  the State
under  Ar ticle  12  of  the
Constitution, it cannot be equated
to the term Government of  India
as contemplated under Article 131
of  the Constitution, in our view,
holds no water,” the bench said.

It said insofar as reliance
placed by the Solicitor General
on two previous verdicts of  the
apex court was concerned, “no
doubt that the powers of  super-
intendence of  the central gov-
ernment would not relate to the
superintendence of  investiga-
tion of  a particular case and the
investigating agency (CBI) would
always be entitled to investigate
the offences independently”.

However, that would not water
down the administrative con-
trol and superintendence of  the
DSPE that vests with the cen-
tral government, the court said.

CBI operates under
control of Union govt: SC

CENTRE 
VS WB

The West Bengal government is
contesting the CBI's action of pressing
ahead with probe of cases in the state
despite withdrawal of general consent

West Bengal had withdrawan the
general consent allowing the CBI
to probe cases or conduct raids in
the state November 16, 2018

Family members and others pay last respect to the mortal remains of Naik Vinod Singh in Dehradun, who was 
martyred in the recent terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kathua district PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Unnao (UP), July 10: Eighteen
people were killed and 19 oth-
ers injured when a double-decker
sleeper bus heading for Delhi
hit a milk tanker on Agra-
Lucknow Expressway 
here Wednesday, officials said.

The accident took place around
5am near Jojikot village in Behta
Mujhawar police station area.

District Magistrate Gaurang
Rathi said it appears that the
bus, which was coming from
Motihari in Bihar, was at a high
speed and hit the milk tanker
from behind.

Eighteen people died and 19
were injured in the accident. 
A probe has been launched into
the matter, he said.

Rathi said 20 passengers who
sustained minor injuries were
sent to Delhi in another bus.

Additional Director General
o f  Po l i c e,  L u ck n ow,  
SB Shiradkar told PTI that 14
men, three women and a child
were killed.

Bangarmau circle officer (CO)
Arvind Kumar said due to the col-
lision, both the bus and milk
tanker overturned. Drivers of
the two vehicles also died.

He said the injured were
rushed to a hospital and their 
condition was stated to be stable.

Police have identified 14 of
the deceased so far.

Glass shards and people’s 
belongings lay scattered on the
highway next to the overturned
bus and milk tanker. Cranes
were used to put the two vehicles
back on their  wheels  and 
they were later towed away.

UP Chief  Minister Yo gi
Adityanath said officials have
been instructed to ensure the
best treatment for the injured.
“The loss of  lives in a road ac-
cident in Unnao district is ex-
tremely sad and heartbreaking.
My condolences are with the be-
reaved families,” he said in a
post on X.

President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoled the loss of  lives
in the accident. 

“The Prime Minister has an-
nounced an ex gratia of  ̀ 2 lakh
from PMNRF for the next of  kin
of  each deceased in the mishap
in Unnao. The injured would be
given `50,000,” the PMO said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: Senior-
most Supreme Court judge Sanjiv
Khanna Wednesday recused 
himself  from considering pleas
seeking review of  the apex court’s
judgement last year declining
legal recognition to same-sex
marriage, sources said.

According to the sources,
Justice Khanna has cited per-
sonal reasons for his recusal.
The recusal of  Justice Khanna
would necessitate reconstitu-
tion of  a fresh five-judge con-
stitution bench by Chief  Justice
D Y Chand rachud  for  
considering the review pleas.

The top court Tuesday had
refused to allow open court 
hearing of  pleas seeking review
of  its last year’s judgement. 

In a setback to gay rights ac-
tivists, a five-judge constitution
bench headed by Chandrachud
had October 17 last year refused
to accord legal backing to same-
sex marriage, saying there was

“no unqualified right” to  
marriage with the exception of
those that are recognised by law.

The apex court, however, 
had made a strong pitch for the
rights of  queer people so they
don’t face discrimination in ac-
cessing goods and services that
are available to others, safe
houses known as ‘Garima Greh’
in all  districts to provide 
shelter to members of  the 
community facing harassment
and violence and dedicated hot-
line numbers which they could
use in case of  trouble.

A five-judge bench comprising
the CJI and justices Sanjiv
Khanna,  Hima Kohli,  B V
Nagarathna and P S Narasimha
was scheduled to consider in
chambers the pleas seeking re-
view of  the  judg ement .
According to practice, the re-
view pleas are considered in
chambers by judges. 

In its judgement, the bench
had held that transgender 
people  in  heterosexual  
relationships have the freedom
and entitlement to marry under
the existing statutory provi-
sions.  It had said an entitle-
ment to legal recognition of  the
right to union, akin to marriage
or civil union, or conferring
legal status to the relationship
can be only done through 
“enacted law”.

The five-judge constitution
bench headed  by  CJI
Chandrachud had delivered four
separate verdicts on a batch of
21 petitions seeking legal sanc-
tion for same-sex marriages.

Mihir gets police custody, father
removed from Shiv Sena post
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July10: A Mumbai
court Wednesday remanded
Mihir Shah, the prime accused
in the BMW hit-and-run case,
to police custody till July 16,
while the ruling Shiv Sena sacked
his father Rajesh Shah as party
deputy leader.

The Mumbai civic body de-
molished unauthorised con-
struction and alterations at a
local bar that Mihir visited.

Mihir Shah, 24, was arrested
Tuesday, two days after he 
allegedly rammed his BMW car
into a two-wheeler, killing a
woman and leaving her husband
injured.

Maharashtra Chief  Minister
Eknath Shinde assured strict
action against the guilty in the
BMW case and announced `10
lakh aid for the victim's family.

The Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) demolished
unauthorised work at Vice-Global
Tapas Bar in Juhu suburb,
pulling down 3,500 square feet of
illegal construction, a civic 
official said.

The BMC’s K-West ward of-
fice team reached the bar
Wednesday mor ning and 
demolished the unauthorised
construction and alterations
made inside the establishment,
the official said. Around 1,500
square feet of  additional space
on the ground floor had been
created without permission for
putting an iron shed, while some
area on the first floor was 
enclosed illegally, he said.

The state excise department
had earlier sealed the bar, where
Mihir Shah and his friends some
time Saturday night, hours 
before the accident.

Justice Khanna recuses from case 

18 killed, 19 hurt as bus
hits milk tanker in UP

SNIPPETS
EAM to host BIMSTEC foreign ministers 
New Delhi: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will host his
counterparts from the BIMSTEC member countries at a two-day retreat
beginning Thursday in the national capital.  The retreat will present an
opportunity for the foreign ministers to discuss avenues to deepen
cooperation across various sectors including in the fields of security,
connectivity and trade, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said.
Myanmar’s Deputy Prime Minister U Than Swe has already arrived in
Delhi to attend the retreat.  “Deputy PM & FM U Than Swe of Myanmar
arrives to a warm welcome in New Delhi for the BIMSTEC Foreign
Ministers’ Retreat. Productive discussions on strengthening regional
cooperation for a prosperous, connected and secure Bay of Bengal
region lie ahead,” MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said on 'X'.

HC reserves order on Bibhav’s bail plea 
New Delhi: The Delhi High Court Wednesday said it will July 12
pronounce order on whether to grant bail to Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s aide Bibhav Kumar in the case pertaining to alleged assault 
on AAP MP Swati Maliwal. Justice Anoop Kumar Mendiratta reserved
verdict on the bail plea moved by Kumar in relation to the case after
hearing his counsel as well as the lawyers appearing for the Delhi Police
and Maliwal.  “Order reserved. Keep for order Friday,” the judge said.
Senior counsel for the police opposed the bail plea, saying investigation
is going on and a charge sheet would be filed on or before July 16.

Sikkim’s lone Oppn MLA joins ruling SKM
Gangtok: Tenzing Norbu Lamtha, the lone Sikkim Democratic Front MLA
Wednesday joined the ruling Sikkim Krantikari Morcha claiming that the
public mood is overwhelmingly in favour of the SKM led by Chief 
Minister Prem Singh Tamang. With Lamtha joining SKM, there will be no 
Opposition in the Sikkim Assembly as SKM has all the 32 seats in the state.
“I consulted my constituents who suggested to me to join the SKM as the
mood and momentum is in favour of the ruling party,” he told reporters. 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
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First of all, and the most
important thing, the US

will strongly support Taiwan’s
self-defense capabilities. We
both have common and long-
term interests in peace and
stability over the Taiwan Strait
RAYMOND GREENE | DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN
INSTITUTE, TAIWAN

Donald Trump has offered his
rival and incumbent President
Joe Biden the opportunity to
“redeem himself in front of the
entire world” via a debate this
week while also challenging
him to a round of golf

TRUMP DARES BIDEN 
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We have
eliminated or
wounded 60

percent of the Hamas
terrorists. We have
returned half of the
hostages and we are
determined to return the rest

YOAV GALLANT | DEFENCE MINISTER, ISRAEL

of the
day uote 

If we want to
save the
country, the

establishment
(powerful army)
must step back to
move towards
transparent elections

IMRAN KHAN | FORMER PM, PAKISTAN

Iran is
becoming
increasingly

aggressive in their
foreign influence
efforts, seeking to
stoke discord and
undermine confidence in our
democratic institutions

AVRIL HAINES | DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL

INTELLIGENCE, US

Hasina meets Xi
Beijing: Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina met
President Xi Jinping and her
Chinese counterpart Li Qiang
here Wednesday as the two
countries signed 21
agreements, MoUs and
announced seven more
projects to further elevate
their strategic cooperative
ties. During the meetings,
both countries agreed to
elevate their “strategic
partnership” to a
“comprehensive strategic
cooperative partnership,”
Bangladesh’s state-run news
agency Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) reported.

No relief for Khan
Lahore: A Pakistani anti-
terrorism court has dismissed
pre-arrest bail petitions of
jailed former Prime Minister
Imran Khan in three cases of
riots May 9 last year,
prompting his party to reject
the ruling as a ploy to prolong
his detention. The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder
was booked on the charges of
abetment in attacks on Lahore
Corps Commander House
known as Jinnah House, Askari
Tower, and Shadman police
station May 9, 2023.
Supporters of Khan attacked
several important government
buildings and army
installations following his
arrest in an alleged corruption
case in May last year. 

Morocco to acquire
Israeli spy satellite 
Rabat: Morocco plans to
acquire a spy satellite from
Israeli Aerospace Industries
(IAI) in a $1 billion deal,
Moroccan media reported
Wednesday. The state-owned
IAI said Tuesday it entered a
$1 billion contract to supply
one of its systems to an
unnamed third party. IAI,
which makes some of Israel’s
most advanced drones and
missile defense systems, said
in a regulatory filing in Tel
Aviv that the deal will be
carried out over five years. 

130 people trapped
in  Tibet region
Beijing: Rescue efforts were
underway Wednesday for
more than 130 people
including some tourists who
were trapped in a
mountainous town in China’s
Tibet region after heavy
rains and flooding washed
away sections of a provincial
highway, China’s state media
said. Those trapped also
included migrant workers
and business people,
according to state
broadcaster CCTV. Another
342 stranded people had
been relocated earlier to
nearby towns. Steady rain
since Saturday blocked
roads, CCTV said, and the
surging waters of the
Nadang river caused severe
landslides and mudslides.

SHORT TAKES

international
REUTERS

Beijing, July 10: India has no
right to carry out development
in the area China calls South
Tibet, China’s Foreign Ministry
said Wednesday in response to
a Reuters report on New Delhi’s
plans to speed up hydropower
projects in the border state.

“South Tibet is China’s terri-
tory,”  a  foreign ministry
spokesman said in a statement.

It said India had no right to
carry out development there and

the establishment of  what India
calls Arunachal Pradesh on
Chinese territory is “illegal 
and invalid”. 

Reuters reported Tuesday that
India plans to spend $1 billion to
expedite the construction of  12
hydropower stations in the north-
eastern Himalayan state.

India’s Foreign Ministry did
not immediately respond to a
request  for  comment  on 
China’s statement.

India says its remote state of
Arunachal Pradesh is an integral

part of  the country, but China
says it is a part of  southern
Tibet, and has objected to Indian
infrastructure projects there.

Last week, India Foreign
Minister  Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar met his Chinese
counter par t  Wang Yi  in

Kazakhstan where the two agreed
to intensify efforts to resolve is-
sues along their border.

Relations between the two
countries hit a new low except
for trade ever since the eastern
Ladakh border standoff  erupted
May 5, 2020, following a violent
clash in the Pangong Tso (lake)
area near Galwan.

Since the May 2020 clashes,
the two sides have so far held
2 1  r o u n d s  o f  C o r p s
Commander-level talks to re-
solve the standoff. The 22nd

meeting is due to be held.
According to the Chinese mil-

itary, the two sides so far agreed to
disengage from four points, namely
the Galwan Valley, the Pangong
Lake, Hot Springs, and Jianan
Daban (Gogra) in eastern Ladakh.

India is pressing the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) to dis-
engage from the Depsang and
Demchok areas, maintaining
that there cannot be restoration
of  normalcy in its relations with
China as long as the state of  the
borders remains abnormal.

REUTERS

Seoul, July 10: North Korea’s
trash balloon campaign, missile
launches and the emergence of
GPS “spoofing” have increased
risks in South Korean airspace,
aviation experts say, complicating
airline operations as tensions rise
between the rival nations.

In late May, North Korea began
floating thousands of  balloons
with bags of  trash, including
human excrement, suspended
under them into South Korea, in
what analysts say is a form of
psychological warfare.

Hundreds of  balloons landed in
the South during seven waves be-
tween May 29 and June 27, in-
cluding one on a runway at
Incheon airport, forcing a three-
hour suspension of  takeoffs and
landings at its biggest interna-
tional gateway.

When the balloons first ap-
peared, aviation navigation in-
terference from North Korea also
spiked, including what appears to
be the first bout of  so-called “spoof-
ing” affecting commercial air-
craft in the South.

“Airspace safety is gradually
deteriorating,” OPSGROUP, a

membership-based organisation
that shares flight risk informa-
tion, said in a June bulletin. “There
are no official airspace warnings
for South Korea, but the risk sit-
uation seems to be getting worse.”

South Korea’s transport min-

istry said its military, air traffic
control authorities and airlines
maintain a 24-hour surveillance
and communication system.

“The South Korean military
detects these balloons using sur-
veillance assets day and night,” a

military spokesperson said, with-
out giving further details.

North Korea, which also
launched trash balloons in 2016,
says they were retaliation for prop-
aganda campaigns by North Korean
defectors and activists in the South
who send items via balloon.

‘QUITE COMPLICATED’
The balloon flights have sev-

eral times shut down operations
at Incheon, the world’s fifth-busiest
international airport and an im-
portant cargo hub, about 40 km
from North Korea.

The balloons have made flying
in the area “quite complicated”,

said Yun Chan Hwang, general
manager of  network operations
for Korean Air Lines, which has
adapted procedures to deal with
the new hazard.

If  northerly winds are expected,
the airline adds fuel to flight plans
so aircraft can stay aloft longer or
divert to alternative airports, 
Yun said.

Disruption caused by the balloon
campaign is being exacerbated
by increased signs of  interfer-
ence to the Global Positioning
System (GPS), a network of  satel-
lites and receivers used for 
navigation.

NK balloons, GPS interference raise safety risks for airlines
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Vienna, July 10: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Wednesday said
he held “fruitful discussions”
with Austrian Chancellor Karl
Nehammer during which they
discussed in detail the ongoing
disputes in the world, including
the Ukraine conflict and situation
in West Asia, reaffirming that
“this is not the time for war”.

Modi, who arrived here from
Moscow after meeting Russian
President Vladimir Putin
Tuesday night on a two-day visit,
the first by an Indian Prime
Minister in over 40 years, also said
India and Austria identified new
possibilities to further strengthen
bilateral cooperation and pre-
pared a blueprint for coopera-
tion for the coming decade.

“Chancellor Nehammer and I
have discussed in detail the on-
going conflicts around the world,
whether it is the conflict in
Ukraine or the situation in West
Asia. I have said before that this
is not a time for war. Problems
cannot be solved on the battle-
field. The loss of  innocent lives,
anywhere, is unacceptable,”
Modi said in a joint press state-
ment along with Chancellor
Nehammer after their talks.

He said India and Austria em-
phasise on dialogue and diplo-
macy for the earliest possible
restoration of  peace and stability.

“We are both ready to provide

every possible cooperation to
achieve this,” he said, recalling
that the historic Vienna Congress
was hosted in the hall where
they are standing and that the
conference provided direction
for peace and stability in Europe.

On his part, Nehammer said
India is an influential and credit-
worthy country whose role is more
than important when it comes to
the Russia-Ukraine peace process.

“We had very intensive talks
about the Russian aggression
against Ukraine. For me as the
Federal Chancellor of  Austria,
it is particularly important to
get to know India’s assessment
and to understand it and to fa-
miliarise India with European
concerns and worries,” said
Nehammer, whose country is
an ally of  Ukraine.

“Moreover, the conflict in the

Middle East was a major topic,”
he added.

Nehammer said as a reliable
partner, Austria will be avail-
able as a site for dialogue, mak-
ing use of  its unique position
as a neutral country, a member
of  the European Union but not
a member of  NATO. “As such
Austria is willing to act as a
bridge builder and to contribute
towards the achievement of  a
peaceful solution,” he said.

Modi said he was happy that
he got the opportunity to visit
Austria at the very beginning
of  his third term. “This visit of
mine is both historic and special.
After 41 years, an Indian Prime
Minister has visited Austria. It
is also a pleasant coincidence
that this visit is taking place as
our bilateral relations complete
75 years,” Modi said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Moscow, July 10: Russia’s
Parliament Wednesday approved
a bill that would raise income
taxes for the rich, in a move to
help fill government coffers dur-
ing the fighting in Ukraine.

The bill was endorsed in the
final third reading by the lower
house, the State Duma, and hours
later by the upper house, the
Federation Council. It must be
signed by President Vladimir
Putin to become law.

The legislation, which envis-
ages a progressive tax on per-
sonal income, is a major change
from the flat-rate tax that was
widely credited with improving
revenue collections after it was
introduced in 2001.

The bill would impose a 13
per cent tax for incomes of  up to
2.4 million rubles ($27,500) a year.
For incomes over that amount,
a steadily higher tax rate would
apply, with the maximum rate of
22 per cent for incomes exceed-
ing 50 million rubles ($573,000).

Chris Weafer, CEO of  Macro-
Advisory consultancy, described
the raise in taxes as part of  gov-
ernment efforts to reduce a heavy
reliance on oil revenues as
Western nations tighten sanc-
tions against Russian oil ex-
ports.

“The government is looking to
broaden out the tax base to make
it less dependent on external fac-
tors and to therefore make it
more secure by shifting the ori-
entation as best they can towards
domestic sourcing,” he said.

Putin has said that the tax in-
crease would affect no more than
3.2 per cent of  Russia’s taxpayers.

The bill also calls for an in-
crease in the company income tax
rate from 20 per cent to 25 per cent.

“The government is looking to
increase tax revenues where
they can without damaging ei-
ther the operations of  compa-
nies or increasing the tax burden
on the majority of  Russians,”
Weafer said. The tax reform is es-
timated to bring 2.6 trillion rubles
($29 billion) in additional fed-
eral revenues in 2025.

A 13 per cent flat tax was put
into effect quickly after Putin’s
first election in 2000 in an at-
tempt to fight widespread tax
evasion and boost state revenue.
In 2021, Russia modified the sys-
tem so that people earning more
than 5 million rubles a year
would pay 15 per cent on the
amount above the threshold.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Deir al-Balah, July 10: The
Israeli  military urged all
Palestinians to leave Gaza City
and head south Wednesday, press-
ing ahead with a fresh offensive
across the north, south and cen-
tre of  the embattled territory
that has killed dozens of  people
over the past 48 hours. 

The stepped up military ac-
tivity came as US, Egyptian and
Qatari mediators were meeting
with Israeli officials in the Qatari
capital, Doha, for talks trying
to push through a long-elusive
cease-fire deal with Gaza’s Hamas
militant group. 

Israel says it is pursuing
Hamas fighters regrouping in
various parts of  Gaza nine
months into the military’s dev-
astating offensive. But heavy
strikes in recent days along the

length of  the territory also could
be aimed at hiking up pressure
on Hamas in the cease-fire ef-
forts.

Israel ordered residents of
northern Gaza, including Gaza
City, to flee south months ago
as it operated in the area.
Hundreds of  thousands of
Palestinians have remained in
the hard-hit north, and many
Palestinians say they have
nowhere to go. Most of  Gaza’s 2.3
million people are crammed into
squalid tent camps in central
and southern Gaza.

Ground troops have pushed
into parts of  Gaza City in re-
cent days, triggering the flight of
thousands of  Palestinians trying
to escape shelling and airstrikes.
The past week, the military or-
dered Palestinians to evacuate
from eastern and central parts
of  the city.

Israel informed people in Gaza
of  the evacuation order by drop-
ping leaflets urging “all those
in Gaza City” to take two “safe
routes” south to the area around
the central town of  Deir al-Balah.
Gaza City, it said, will “remain
a dangerous combat zone.” 

In the second straight night of
deadly strikes in central Gaza,
Israeli bombardment early

Wednesday hit four houses in
the town of  Deir al-Balah and the
nearby Nuseirat refugee camp,
killing 20 Palestinians. 

Among the dead were six chil-
dren and three women, said au-
thorities at al-Aqsa Martyrs
Hospital, where the casualties
were taken. An Associated Press
reporter counted the bodies. The
house hit in Deir al-Balah was lo-
cated inside the “humanitarian
safe zone” where Israel has told
Palestinians to flee for refuge. 

The overnight bombardment
came hours after Israeli war-
planes struck the entrance of  a
school sheltering displaced fam-
ilies outside the southern city of
Khan Younis. The toll from the
strike rose to 31 people killed, in-
cluding eight children, and more
than 50 wounded, officials at the
nearby Nasser Hospital said
Wednesday. 

REUTERS

Oslo, July 10: Norway will do-
nate six F-16 fighter jets to
Ukraine to help it in defense ef-
forts against Russian air attacks,
the Norwegian
government said
in a statement
Wednesday as
NATO leaders at-
tended a summit
in Washington.

Leaders  of
NATO member
states are poised to unveil new
aid to Ukraine to help it defend
itself  following Russia’s inva-
sion in February 2022.

Hoping to change the course
of  the war, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy wants the

32-member alliance to send more
weapons and money, and to offer
security guarantees.

Norwegian Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Stoere said deliver-
ies of  the F-16s were planned to

start in 2024.
“Combined with

air defence sys-
tems, the fighter
jets will be vital to
enabling  the
Ukrainians to de-
fend themselves
against Russian air

attacks,” Stoere said in a state-
ment.

The Prime Minister first an-
nounced that Norway would do-
nate the F-16s to Kyiv in August
last year, but didn’t say how
many would be given.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: Russia
Wednesday said it is hoping for
quick resolution of  the issue re-
lating to India’s call for return
of  Indians recruited into the
Russian Army as support staff
and asserted their recruitment
was purely a commercial matter.

In first comments on the issue
from the Russian government,
Russia’s Charge d'affaires Roman
Babushkin said Moscow never
wanted the Indians to be part
of  its Army and their number is
insignificant in the context of
the conflict.

“We are on the same side with
the Indian government on the
issue. We hope that the issue
will be resolved soon,” he said at
a media briefing while re-
sponding to a question.

Babushkin’s remarks came a
day after Russia promised to en-
sure early release and return to
home of  the Indian nationals
working in the Russian military
as support staff  after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi “very
strongly” raised the issue with
President Vladimir Putin.

Babushkin noted that the issue
should not be politicised.

“Let us be very clear, we have

never wanted Indians to be part
of  the Russian Army. You would
never see any announcement
by Russian authorities on this,”
he said.

The Russian diplomat said
most of  the Indians were re-
cruited under a commercial
framework as they wanted to
“make money”.

The number of  Indians, 50,
60 or 100 people does not make
any significance in terms of  the
wider conflict.

“They are there purely for com-
mercial reasons and we did not
want to recruit them,” he said.

Babushkin said most of  the
Indians recruited as support
staff  are working illegally as
they do not have appropriate
visas to work.

He said most of  them came
to Russia on tourist visas.

Asked if  the families of  those
killed would be given compen-
sation and Russian citizenship,
Babushkin said that it “should
happen anyway as per the con-
tractual obligations”.

On Tuesday, Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra said in Moscow
that the Russian side promised
early discharge of  all Indian na-
tionals from the service of  the
Russian Army.

India has no right to develop disputed region: China

‘This is not time for war’
In Austria, PM Modi holds

“fruitful discussions” 
with Austrian Chancellor

during which they
denounced the ongoing

disputes in the world

Prime Minister Modi and myself discussed the
unique position of India in the so-called Global
South. India is an important, influential and credit-

worthy country. India is the biggest democracy in the world.
And therefore, India’s role, especially for Austria, is more than
important when it comes to the peace process and future
peace summits KARL NEHAMMER | CHANCELLOR, AUSTRIA

The balloon flights have several times shut down operations at Incheon, world’s fifth-busiest international airport

Never wanted Indians
in our army: Russia 

Israeli military orders evacuation of Gaza City

Russian Parl approve
increase in income
taxes for the rich

Norway to donate six
fighter jets to Ukraine
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New Delhi, July 10: India con-
sumer price inflation probably
edged up in June, snapping five
months of  declines, largely be-
cause of  a jump in vegetable
prices caused by the damage to
crops wrought by extreme
weather, according to a Reuters
poll of  economists.

Prices of  tomatoes, onions,
and potatoes - staples in every
Indian kitchen - surged by dou-
ble digits last month as extreme
heat and heavy floods in India’s
northern states disrupted agri-
cultural production.

The July 5-9 Reuters poll of  54
economists forecast consumer
price inflation rose to 4.80%
last month on a year earlier,
up from 4.75% in May. Food ac-
counts for around half  the over-
all CPI basket.

Forecasts for the data, due
July 12 at 12:00 GMT, ranged
from 4.10% to 5.19%.

“A sharp spike in vegetable
prices along with cereals and
pulses kept food inflation at
higher levels and nullified the
softness in eggs, fruits, and
spices prices,” said Kanika
Pasricha, chief  economic advi-
sor at Union Bank of  India.

Core inflation, which excludes
volatile items, such as food and
energy and is seen as a better
gauge of  domestic demand, was
forecast to be 3.10% in June, ac-
cording to the median estimate
from a smaller sample of  19
economists.

The Indian statistics agency

does not publish core inflation
data, but economists estimate
the figure based on CPI data
and some may publish their
u p d a t e d  e s t i m a t e s  a f t e r
Friday’s release.

Many economists say despite
the economy growing by more
than 8% last fiscal year, the re-
cent decline in core inflation
indicates overall weak domestic
demand in an economy where
private consumption accounts
for nearly 60% of  GDP.

Some also said a telecom-
munications tariff  hike effec-
tive from this month is likely
to exert upward pressure on
inflation over the coming
months, arresting a further fall
in core CPI.

“Given the weight in the CPI
basket (for telecoms) and past
translation trends, this should
push up headline CPI by an-
other 20 bps or so, starting July,”
said Sajjid Chinoy, chief  India
economist at JP Morgan.

“To the extent that this is a
one-off  price hike, the RBI should
look through this. But again, it
adds to the uncertainty of  the in-
flation outlook.”

With inflation expected to
stay above the Reserve Bank of
India’s 4% medium-term tar-
get this fiscal year and next,
the central bank is forecast to
cut rates just once this year,
next quarter.

Wholesale price index-based
inflation likely surged to an an-
nual 3.50% last month from
2.61% in May, the survey showed.
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We are going
ahead with the

demerger of our businesses,
which will lead to the
creation of 6 strong
companies, each a Vedanta
in its own right. This will
unlock massive value
ANIL AGARWAL | CHAIRMAN, VEDANTA

Microsoft has relinquished its seat on the board
of OpenAI, saying its participation is no longer
needed because the ChatGPT maker has
improved its governance since being roiled by
boardroom chaos last year. In a Tuesday letter,
Microsoft confirmed it was resigning, “effective
immediately,” from its role as an observer on
the artificial intelligence company’s board

MICROSOFT QUITS OPENAI BOARD
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In March (2024)
it was 7 million
plus

transactions. Now in
June we had 10
million transactions
and I think by the end
of the fiscal year it should be 30 to 40
million (monthly) transactions

T KOSHY | CEO, ONDC

of the
day uote 

This is a pivotal
moment for
Indian startups

to seize their
advantage on the
global stage. Indian
startups stand on the
brink of an Industry 5.0 revolution,
driven by global demand for resilient
and diversified supply chains

BARATH SHANKAR SUBRAMANIAN |
PARTNER, ACCEL

India has a
huge market
potential for

investment due to
expanding toy
demand with a
growing young
population

NIVRUTI RAI | CEO, INVEST INDIA

Tata, M&M slash
SUV prices 
New Delhi: Tata Motors and
Mahindra & Mahindra (M&M)
have cut the prices of their
SUV models to boost demand.
Tata Motors has revised the
starting prices of its flagship
SUVs, the Harrier (`14.99
lakh) and the Safari (`15.49
lakh) and extended benefits
of up to `1.4 lakh on other
popular SUV variants. “With
regards to electric vehicles,
never before seen benefits on
the Nexon.ev (up to `1.3
lakh), have made it the most
accessible it has ever been,”
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Chief Commercial
Officer Vivek Srivatsa said in
a statement. Complementing
the same, the Punch.ev too is
being offered with a benefit
of up to `30,000, he added.
Mahindra & Mahindra said its
XUV700’s fully-loaded AX7
range now starts at `19.49
lakh, a price cut of over 
`2 lakh.

SBI raises `10K-cr
more via infra bond
Mumbai: SBI Wednesday
announced raising `10,000
crore through issuance of
infrastructure bonds. The
proceeds of bonds will be
utilized in enhancing long-
term resources for funding
infrastructure and affordable
housing segment, SBI said in
a statement. The fresh
funding follows a similar
development around a
fortnight back, when the
country’s largest lender had
raised `10,000 crore through
infrastructure bond issuance.
The coupon rate for the latest
issue was 7.36 per cent
payable annually during the
15 year tenor, the same as the
last issuance. The state-
owned lender had launched
the issue to raise `5,000 crore,
and ended up raising `10,000
crore courtesy the high
investor interest and the
greenshoe option, it said.

Mkt debut: Emcure
Pharma zooms 35%
New Delhi: Shares of Emcure
Pharmaceuticals Ltd
Wednesday ended with a
premium of over 35 per cent
against the issue price of
`1,008. The stock started the
trade at `1,325.05, up 31.45
per cent on both BSE and
NSE. During the day, the
company’s stock zoomed
37.30 per cent to `1,384 on
BSE and 37.40 per cent to
`1,385 on NSE. Finally, shares
of the company ended at
`1,358.85 apiece, rising 34.80
per cent on BSE. It settled at
`1,364.20 per piece, up 35.33
per cent on NSE. In volume
terms, 12.62 lakh shares of
the company were traded on
BSE and 140.08 lakh shares on
NSE during the day. The
company’s market valuation
stood at `25,695.63 crore.

SHORT TAKES

business
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New Delhi, July 10: Animal
rights  g roup PETA India
Wednesday said India’s position
as a major global sugarcane pro-
ducer offers significant oppor-
tunities for expanding the use
of  sugarcane-based vegan leather.

The organisation highlighted
that India’s vast sugarcane pro-
duction could be leveraged to
effectively utilise sugarcane
waste through technology de-
veloped by PA Footwear P Ltd,
a company specialising in vegan
leather alternatives.

India, the world’s second-
largest sugar producer after
Brazil, grows sugarcane in 55-60
million hectares area.

“India is one of  the largest
producers of  sugarcane glob-
ally, so PA Footwear P Ltd’s tech-

nology presents a significant
opportunity to utilise sugar-
cane waste effectively,” PETA
India said in a statement.

PA Footwear P Ltd, in part-
nership with the National
Institute for Interdisciplinary
Science and Technology, has de-
veloped Vegan Virya, a leather al-
ternative made primarily from
sugarcane. The material has re-

ceived “PETA-Approved Vegan”
certification from PETA India.

PA Footwear Vice Chair
Chinnasami Anbumalar said,
“Vegan Virya comprises over 95
per cent plant-based elements,
prominently sugarcane bagasse,
complemented by a 60 per cent
agro waste content.”

Several Indian companies are
adopting more sustainable and
ethical practices in the fashion in-
dustry. Virgio, a brand launched
by former Myntra CEO Amar
Nagaram, and Allen Solly of
Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail
Ltd are among the companies
joining the vegan trend.

PETA India Chief  Corporate
Liaison Ashima Kukreja urged
more companies to embrace
vegan materials, citing leather
and wool as major pollutants in
the fashion industry.

Other Indian retailers that have
received PETA’s vegan certifica-
tion include Lusso Lifestyle,
IMARS Fashion, and The CAI
store.

Industry analysts suggest that
the move towards vegan leather
could help India capitalise on its
agricultural strengths while meet-
ing growing consumer demand
for sustainable fashion options.

Vegan leather from sugarcane: PETA 
sees potential in India’s agri-waste
PA Footwear has developed
Vegan Virya, a leather 
alternative made primarily
from sugarcane. The material
has received “PETA-Approved
Vegan” certification from
PETA India

Vegan Virya comprises
over 95 per cent 
plant-based elements,

prominently sugarcane
bagasse, complemented 
by a 60 per cent agro
waste content
CHINNASAMI ANBUMALAR | VICE CHAIR,
PA FOOTWEAR

Soaring veggies 
push inflation 

THE REUTERS POLL 
OF 54 ECONOMISTS
FORECAST CONSUMER
PRICE INFLATION
ROSE TO 4.80% LAST
MONTH ON A YEAR
EARLIER, UP FROM
4.75% IN MAY

Core inflation likely
stayed flat at all-time
lows of 3.10% as gold

prices eased somewhat
during the month and
commodity prices also

remained under pressure
KANIKA PASRICHA | CHIEF ECONOMIC

ADVISOR, UNION BANK
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Mumbai, July 10: Equity bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nifty
buckled under heavy selling
pressure to sink below record
high levels Wednesday, tracking
deep losses in metal, auto and IT
stocks amid widespread profit
booking after recent gains.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened 129.72 points higher to hit
a fresh all-time high of  80,481.36.
However, the index soon tum-
bled 915.88 points or 1.13 per cent
to trade at 79,435.76. It finally
closed lower by 426.87 points or
0.53 per cent at 79,924.77.

The NSE Nifty also hit its
record 24,461.05 in opening deals
but pared all gains to decline
291.4 points or 1.19 per cent to
24,141.80 intra-day. It dropped
108.75 points or 0.45 per cent to
settle at 24,324.45.

“The Indian market experi-
enced profit booking ahead of

the upcoming earnings season.
The expectations are muted,
given the moderation in sales
growth due to a slowdown in
the world economy and consol-
idation in margins driven by
high inflation. Additionally, the
market is under temporary risk
towards high budget expecta-
tions, which appears well fac-
tored in the last one month’s
rally,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

In the Sensex pack, Mahindra
& Mahindra tanked over 6 per
cent after the company cut the
prices of  its SUV models to boost
demand.

Tata Steel, Tata Consultancy
Services, HCL Technologies,
State Bank of  India, JSW Steel,
Tata Motors and Kotak Mahindra
Bank were other losers.

On the other hand, Asian
Paints, NTPC, Power Grid, Adani
Ports and Bharti Airtel were
the winners.

A total of  2,574 stocks declined,
while 1,365 advanced and 82 re-
mained unchanged on the BSE. 

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge declined
0.69 per cent, while the midcap
index dipped 0.19 per cent.
Among the indices, auto declined
1.65 per cent, metal (1.60 per
cent), IT (0.99 per cent), com-
modities (0.87 per cent), con-
sumer discretionary (0.78 per
cent), teck (0.76 per cent) and
industrials (0.62 per cent).

In contrast, healthcare, utili-
ties and power were the win-
ners.

In Asian markets, Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled lower,
while Seoul and Tokyo ended
higher.

European markets were trad-
ing higher in the mid-session
deals. US markets ended on a
mixed note in the overnight
trade Tuesday.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.24 per cent to
$84.86 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
314.46 crore Tuesday, according
to exchange data.

The BSE benchmark climbed
391.26 points or 0.49 per cent to
settle at a new closing peak of
80,351.64 Tuesday. The NSE Nifty
went up by 112.65 points or 0.46
per cent to 24,433.20 -- its record
closing high.

PROFIT
BOOKING Equities sink below record levels

RISING UNCERTAINTY
OVER INTEREST 
RATE CUT BY THE US
FEDERAL RESERVE
ALSO ADDED TO THE
WEAK TREND IN
DOMESTIC EQUITIES

Markets had been hitting new highs over the past few
weeks, and hence, investors resorted to profit-taking
because of the stretched valuations of Indian equities.

PRASHANTH TAPSE | SENIOR VP (RESEARCH), MEHTA EQUITIES

We will build world’s largest 
steel plant in Angul: Jindal
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 10: The
third-time MP of  Lok Sabha
and Chairman of  Jindal Steel
& Power, Naveen Jindal, led a
delegation of  the Indian Steel
Association today to meet the
newly appointed Chief  Minister
of  Odisha, Mohan Charan
Majhi. 

The delegation, which included
all major steelmakers in Odisha,
congratulated the Chief  Minister
and expressed optimism about the
future of  Odisha’s steel industry
under the new government.

During the meeting, Jindal
discussed Odisha’s significant
role in the Indian steel indus-
try due to its rich mineral re-
sources and strategic geo-
graphical location.

He emphasised the impor-
tance of  green energy and sus-
tainable practices in the steel
industry.

The delegation also discussed
potential opportunities for further
expansion of  the steel industry
and manufacturing of  special
grade steel and green steel, which
will also contribute to the state’s
economic development.

The steel industry leaders

stressed the need for infra-
structure growth and sustain-
able projects like slurry pipelines
to boost the sector in the state.

In an address to the media,
Jindal informed that Jindal
Steel & Power (JSP) is work-
ing on the expansion of  its
Angul Steel making facility in
Odisha, and next year it will
achieve 12 MTPA steelmaking
capacity. Presently, JSP is op-
erating a 6 MTPA steel-mak-
ing facility at Angul, Odisha. 

“JSP is committed to Odisha’s
industrial and economic devel-
opment and will work in part-

nership with the government to
achieve that goal. In the next
six years, we will build the world’s
largest steel plant in Angul,
Odisha, said Jindal.

Jindal also visited CV Raman
Global University, Gram Tarang
project of  Centurion University,
and the World Skill Centre at
Bhubaneswar to understand the
new horizons of  advanced
skilling  programmes  and the
scope of  collaboration between
industries and such Skilling
Centre. He was highly appre-
ciative of  Odisha’s breakthrough
in skilling facilities.

REUTERS

Mumbai, July 10: India plans
to sell wheat from its state re-
serves to bulk consumers such
as flour millers and biscuit mak-
ers from next month, accord-
ing to a government order seen
by Reuters, as it seeks to keep a
lid on local prices by boosting
supplies.

The government has allowed
the state-run Food Corporation
of  India (FCI) to start offering
wheat from its inventories from
next month at Rs 23,250 ($279) a
tonne, the order said, nearly 12%
lower than prevailing open mar-
ket prices.

FCI is yet to decide the quan-
tity of  wheat that it plans to sell
on the open market.

Last year, FCI began selling
wheat to private players in June.
It sold a little more than 10 mil-
lion metric tonne in the fiscal
year to March 2024, a record sale
from state reserves.

Because of  the attractive price
at which FCI will offer the wheat
from its stocks, many private
players would be interested in
buying the grain in large quan-
tities, said a Mumbai-based dealer
with a global trading house.

After five consecutive record
harvests, a sharp rise in tem-
peratures shrivelled the wheat
crop in 2022 and 2023, pushing up
prices of  the staple and prompt-
ing the world’s No 2 producer
to ban exports.

Even this year’s crop is 6.25%
lower than a government esti-
mate of  112 million metric tonne.

Wheat stocks in state ware-
houses dropped to 29.9 million
metric tonne June 1 against 31.4
million last year.

India is poised to begin wheat
imports after a six-year gap to re-
plenish depleted reserves and
hold down prices, Reuters re-
ported last month.

The government in June im-
posed limits on wheat stocks
that traders can hold, and a top
government official said New
Delhi might abolish or trim the
import tax on the grain to allow
imports to tame rising prices.

Govt may sell wheat from state stocks
to flour millers, biscuit manufacturers
Wheat prices have jumped

nearly 6% YoY

Aadhaar-based eKYC
of LPG users soon to
weed out bogus users
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: State-
owned oil companies are con-
ducting an Aadhaar-based eKYC
authentication of  LPG customers
to weed out bogus ones, Oil
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
said.

This is done to remove bogus
customers under whose names
cooking gas is booked but these
are used by commercial estab-
lishments.

While households buy what
is called domestic LPG for Rs
803 per 14.2-kg cylinder (about Rs
56.5 per kg), commercial estab-
lishments like hotels and restau-
rants are mandated to buy a 19-
kg commercial cylinder that
comes for Rs 1,646 (Rs 86.3 per kg).

“Oil marketing companies are
undertaking eKYC aadhaar au-
thentication for LPG customers
to remove bogus customers
against whose name commer-
cial cylinders are often booked
by certain gas distributors,”
Puri said in a post on X. “This
process is in place for more than
8 months now.”

His post came in response to
VD Satheesan, Leader of  the
Opposit ion in  the  Kerala
Assembly, raising the “un-
precedented hardship” caused
to common man due to the de-
cision.

“It has been learned that the
central government has man-
dated mustering for gas con-
nections in order to ensure that
LPG cylinders are held by le-
gitimate customers. Though
mustering is imperative to iden-
tify legitimate customers, the
decision to complete the mus-
tering process at respective gas
agencies has caused inconven-
ience to common LPG holders,”
he said in a letter to Puri, a copy
of  which was he posted on X.

In response, Puri said the LPG
delivery personnel while deliv-
ering refills to customer veri-
fies credentials. 

“Delivery personnel using
their mobile phone captures the
Aadhaar credentials of  the cus-
tomer through an app. Customer
receives an OTP which is used
to  complete  the  process.
Customers can also approach
the distributor showroom at
their convenience.”



2 para shooters 
get Paris quota 
New Delhi: Indian para
shooters Rubina Francis and
Swaroop Unhalkar secured
Wednesday quota for Paris
Paralympics under bipartite
rule, taking the total number
of shooters at the Games to
10. The Paralympic Committee
of India (PCI) had applied for
two bipartite (wildcard) spots
for Rubina (women’s 10m air
pistol SH1), who has a world
ranking of No. 2, and Unhalkar
(men’s 10m air rifle SH1).
Subhash Rana, the national
para shooting coach, had said
they applied for the wildcard
after the pair missed out on
quota places by a whisker. 

Gavaskar turns 75 
New Delhi: As Sunil Gavaskar
touched another significant
milestone in his life, turning 
75 Wednesday, there was an
outpouring of good wishes for
him on social media where his
legendary exploits with the
bat were recalled with
reverence. Considered one of
the greatest batters to have
played the game, the
Mumbaikar was the first to
reach the 10,000-run mark in
Test cricket. The BCCI was the
first to wish the legendary
cricketer. “Happy Birthday,
Sunil Gavaskar! Your batting
technique was so perfect that
you could play aggressively
and defensively with equal
ease. Best wishes for
everything and have a
wonderful year ahead!” wrote
BCCI secretary Jay Shah on ‘X’.

SKY remains 2nd  
Dubai: Star batter Suryakumar
Yadav stayed put on second
position in the latest ICC Men’s
T20I batting rankings, which
also features Ruturaj Gaikwad.
SKY as Suryakumar is
popularly known is placed
second with 821 rating points
behind Australia’s Travis Head,
who has 844. Gaikwad is in
seventh position having
climbed 13 places. Among the
bowlers Axar Patel at 10th was
the best among the Indians.
Despite a good show at the T20
World Cup, Kuldeep Yadav
dropped three places to the
11th spot, while Jasprit Bumrah
slid two rungs to 14th position. 

AGENCIES

New Jersey, July 10: Lionel Messi
was on target as World Champions
Argentina turned on the style to beat
Canada 2-0 here Tuesday and reach
the Copa America final where they will
look for a third straight major title.
The defending Copa champions will
face the winners of  Wednesday’s semi-
final between Uruguay and Colombia.
The final will be played July 14. 

The 15-time Copa champions pro-

duced their best display of  the tour-
nament in front of  a capacity crowd
at the 82,500 MetLife Stadium here and
as in their 2022 World Cup triumph
they look to be peaking at the 
perfect moment.

“The truth is that it’s crazy what this
group has done, what the Argentina
national team have been doing,” Messi
told TyC Sports after his first goal of
the tournament.

“It’s not easy for us to be in a final
again, for us to compete again to be

champions. I’m living it like I lived it
in the last Copa America, in the last
World Cup...These are the last bat-
tles and I’m enjoying them to the
maximum,” said the 37-year-old.

Canada, who surprised many by
reaching the last four in their first Copa
America appearance, can take great
credit for their run in the tourna-
ment but Messi and company were
simply a step too far.

Canada had progressed by hitting
teams with high-energy football
straight out of  the gate but after an
early opening for left-winger Jacob
Shaffelburg, who fired wide after cut-
ting in from the flank, the South
Americans took control and never
gave it up.

Angel Di Maria, the veteran wide-
man playing in his final tournament
for his country, was seeing plenty of
the ball down the right and he of-
fered an early warning of  his threat
when he picked out Messi with a ball
inside which the forward flashed just
wide of  the post.

But it was Rodrigo De Paul who
was to create the breakthrough in the

22nd minute, picking the ball up
on the half-way line, taking a

quick glance up and then
lofting the ball over the

top to Julian Alcarez.
The latter with a
deft touch beat a
defender and cre-
ated  enough
space to drive the

ball home. 
The classy triangle of  Di Maria,

Messi and De Paul, was a constant
source of  danger for Canada’s back
line and the former threatened a sec-
ond with a chip from the right which
floated over the bar. Messi missed
another opening just before the in-
terval, but made up for it early on 
resumption. 

The excellent De Paul pulled the
ball back from the byline to Enzo
Fernandez and his side-foot shot was
directed home by Messi in front of
goal. For a moment Canada had hope
that Messi may have been offside
but the VAR review showed that de-
fender Derek Cornelius had played
him onside.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: Former
India head coach Rahul Dravid
has refused to take the addi-
tional bonus amount of  ̀ 2.5 crore
offered to him by the BCCI fol-
lowing the recent T20 World Cup
triumph in the Americas.

Dravid was offered the bonus
amount following the national
team’s success but he was happy
to settle for the due amount –
`2.5 crore – similar to other
coaching staff. 

The BCCI wanted to repay
Dravid for guiding India to the
trophy in Barbados by hiking his
reward to `5 crore, which is at
par with the players. This agency
has learnt that the 51-year-old
was happy with an equal pay
check as other coaching staff. 

It was more of  a goodwill ges-
ture than any official call as
Dravid’s tenure as India coach

had originally ended after last
year’s 50-over World Cup at home. 

However,  skipper Rohit
Sharma and the governing body
were successful in convincing
Dravid to stay till the T20 World
Cup as they then had felt that
time was too short for a new
coach to take up the high-pres-
sure job. 

Dravid went on to end his
India coaching stint as a World
Cup winner, and talks have been
swirling around him joining an
IPL franchise as mentor. 

Dravid happy to forgo bonus
amount after T20 WC triumph
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A CHANCE TO BE PART OF

l Everyone will have to mail their answers
to mettlemeet@orissapost.com

l Answers to the questions will follow the next
day. The names of  the winners will also be
announced along with their pictures.

l Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm
each day will be considered valid. 

l Orissa POST’s decision on all entries will
be final. No complaints will be entertained. 

l Participants must send their entries with
a passport size photograph, mobile
numbers and residential address.
Otherwise the entries will be rejected.

l There can be only one winner from one
family.

l Invitation cards to the winners will only be
issued on presentation of  Valid ID proof
– Voter Card, Aadhaar Card, Driving
License, Passport, School ID card (In case
of  students till Class XI)

l No employee of  Orissa POST or their 
family members can be part of  the 
competition  

RULES & REGULATIONS 

It’s time for METTLE MEET –
an initiative by the state’s
only homegrown English daily
to revive quizzing in Odisha.
This year, the Preliminaries
will take place August 3 and
the Grand Finale August 4.
Like in previous years, most
of  the top educational insti-
tutions of  Odisha – both
schools and colleges will be
competing for the Grand Prize
of `1,00,000 in the Junior
and Senior segments.

Extravaganza

A s a reader of  Orissa POST, this is a great chance
for you to be part of  the exciting Grand Finale if
you can predict the correct answer. Starting today,

there will be one question on each day for you to answer
till July 31, 2024. Every day there will be two winners. If
there are more than two correct entries, then the winners
will be decided by draw of  lots. All the winners will be in-
vited for the Grand Finale which will be conducted by na-
tionally acclaimed quizmaster Ajay Poonia. There will be
prizes for the daily winners too. So buckle up your seatbelts
and get set for some brainstorming.

T he US Bureau of  Labour Statistics’ Census
of  Fatal Occupational Injuries studied pro-

fessions with minimum employment of  50,000
workers to find the most dangerous jobs among
263 total professions. At 0.11%, the most dan-
gerous job was 33 times more dangerous than an
average job. But on removing that minimum
number, at 8.7% fatality rate, what in-the-news
American job is the most dangerous?

TODAY’S QUESTION

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 10: Former
India opener Gautam Gambhir’s
appointment as the next head
coach was hailed by the Indian
cricket fraternity, which has no
doubts whatsoever that he would
make the country ‘proud’.

Less than two weeks after Rahul
Dravid's tenure ended, Gambhir
was appointed as the head coach
on expected lines.

Gambhir’s IPL franchise made
an AI-generated image of
Gambhir in a BCCI suit, star-
ing at the KKR jersey lying on the
table with the IPL silverware. 

The wall had the photos of
their wins in 2012 and 2014, while
TV flashed the news of  his ap-
pointment as Gambhir stood
near a packed suitcase. Team
India jerseys were also seen
hanging in the wardrobe. KKR
captioned the photo with an old
quote of  Gambhir: “There is no
bigger honour than coaching
your national team.” 

Former India off  spinner
Harbhajan Singh congratulated
Gambhir his new innings. “I am

sure that your experience, energy,
passion, aggression and talent
will steer the team on the path
of  excellence. My best wishes
to you. Good luck buddy,” wrote
Harbhajan on ‘X’.

Anil Kumble commented:
“Congratulations Gautam
Gambhir. Wishing you the best!”
while WV Raman said, “Congrats
Gambhir and all the very best to
you,” wrote Raman. 

Cricket fraternity hails
Gambhir’s appointment

AGENCIES

Munich, July 10: Lamine
Yamal, 16, became the tourna-
ment’s youngest ever goalscorer
as Spain came back to beat
France 2-1 here Tuesday night
and reach the Euro 2024 final.
Trailing after Randal Kolo
Muani headed in a Kylian
Mbappe cross in the ninth
minute, Spain turned the match
around in a four-minute period,
scoring twice against a side
who had only conceded once
in five previous games in this
tournament. 

Yamal, who turns 17 a day be-
fore Sunday’s final against ei-
ther the Netherlands or England
in Berlin, equalised with a superb
strike from outside the box, curl-
ing a long-range effort into the
top corner and past the finger-
t ips  of  an  airbor ne Mike
Maignan.

Spain took the lead on 25 min-
utes, Dani Olmo expertly gath-
ering a loose ball and firing a low
shot into the net with the aid of
a deflection off  Jules Kounde.
Masters of  midfield game man-

agement, Spain shut up shop
after taking the lead, frequently
holding possession rather than
attack on the counter, controlling
the match and claiming the win.

Spain coach Luis de la Fuente
termed Yamal’s performance
was like watching ‘a genius’.
“We have seen a genius, the prod-
uct of  a genius,” De la Fuente told

reporters. “He’s a player we have
to take care of  – I have have to
give him the advice to keep work-
ing with the same humility and
keep his feet on the floor. He
would keep growing but this ma-
turity and attitude at such a
young age is like that of  a more
experienced player. We are lucky
he is Spanish and we can enjoy
him for many more years,” La
Fuente added. 

In the eighth minute Mbappe
skated down the left flank and
sent in a cross and Kolo Muani’s
header was on target to give
France the lead.

France’s strike just seemed
to inspire Yamal who produced
a piece of  sublime brilliance to
level the scores. Collecting the
ball well outside the box, Yamal
cut inside, took one look at the
goal and unleashed a perfect
curling strike into the top left
corner.

France’s best chance to force
extra time fell to their captain
with five minutes remaining,
but Mbappe blasted well over
with only goalkeeper Unai Simon
to beat.

YAMAL MAGIC SINKS FRANCE 
SPANISH PLAYER BECOMES YOUNGEST-EVER SCORER IN  EURO 2024

DEADLY STRIKE: Lamine Yamal’s goal-bound shot is about to hit the net as
hapless French players watch  AP PHOTO

Gill leads India’s charge
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Harare, July 10: Shubman Gill
(66, 49b, 7x4, 3x6) and Ruturaj
Gaikwad (49, 28b, 4x4, 3x6) pro-
duced high-quality knocks before
the bowlers did their part as India
outplayed Zimbabwe by 23 runs in
the third T20 here Wednesday. 

Gill, Yashasvi Jaiswal (36)
and Gaikwad propelled India to
182 for four against Zimbabwe
after the visitors opted to bat on
a fresh pitch. Zimbabwe were
never really in the run chase de-
spite an entertaining effort from
No. 4 Dion Myers (65 n o 49b, 7x4,
1x6) ending at 159 for six in their
stipulated 20 overs. 

Washington Sundar (3/15) and
Avesh Khan were the major
wicket-takers for India. The fourth
T20 of  the five-match series will
be staged here Saturday, July 13. 

After a loss in the series opener,

India have restored normal serv-
ice with back-to-back victories.
Once Avesh bounced out opener
Wessly Madhevere in the sec-
ond over, the wickets kept falling
for the home team. However,
Zimbabwe did well to steady the
ship after losing their first five
wickets for 39 runs. The 77-run
stand off  57 balls between Myers
and Clive Madande (37) put much
needed life into the game. 

Earlier, Gill-led India made some
interesting selection calls. They
duly inducted World Cup winners
Jaiswal, Sanju Samson (12 n o)

and Shivam Dube into the playing
XI, leaving out the likes of  Riyan
Parag in the middle order.

Jaiswal was happy to be back
in the middle and went for his
shots from the word go. The south-
paw collected couple of  fours and
a six over deep-midwicket in the
opening over. Gill also began
with a six and looked in fine form
from the start.
Brief  scores: India 182 for 4
(Shubman Gill 66, Ruturaj Gaikwad
49) beat Zimbabwe 159 for 6 (Dion
Myers 65 n o, Washington Sundar
3/15) by 23 runs.

Men in Blue take 2-1 lead
in 5-game T20 series 

Indian players celebrate the fall of a Zimbabwe wicket Wednesday PHOTO BCCI X

Canada ‘Messimerised’
World and defending Copa American champions enter final with easy win over Canada   

STILL GOING STRONG: Lionel Messi celebrates with teammates after scoring against
Canada in the Copa America semifinal, Tuesday   AP PHOTO

SHORT TAKES

Rybakina in semifinals
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, July 10: Elena Rybakina
knows people see her as the fa-
vorite  to  win her  second
Wimbledon title. The 2022 cham-
pion’s 6-3, 6-2 victory over No 21
Elina Svitolina to reach the semi-
finals Wednesday will only bol-
ster that view.

“Definitely, I have an aggres-
sive style of  game. I have a huge
serve, so it’s a big advantage,” she
said in an on-court interview.
“Of  course I want to go until
the end, but match by match.
For now, I’m happy with the way
I am going.”

Rybakina will next face No 31
Barbora Krejcikova, who reached
her first Wimbledon semifinal
by eliminating No. 13 Jelena
Ostapenko 6-4, 7-6 (7-4) in a match
between two former French Open
champions.

Meanwhile Novak Djokovic
got a free pass into the Wimbledon
semifinals when his quarterfinal
opponent, Alex de Minaur, with-
drew with a hip injury.
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