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AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 29: India’s 
economic growth slowed to 
near two-year low of 5.4 per 
cent in the July-September 
quarter of this fi scal due to 
poor performance of manufac-
turing and mining sectors, data 
showed Friday.

The GDP had expanded by 
8.1 per cent in the July-Sep-
tember quarter of 2023-24 fi s-
cal. The previous low level of 
GDP growth at 4.3 per cent was 
recorded in the third quarter 

of fi nancial year 2022-23. How-
ever, India remained the fast-
est-growing major economy 
as China’s GDP growth in the 
September quarter this year 
was at 4.6 per cent.

According to the National 
Statistical Offi ce (NSO) data, 
the growth of agriculture sec-
tor GVA (Gross Value Added) 
accelerated to 3.5 per cent from 
1.7 per cent a year ago.

The GVA in manufacturing 
sector slowed to 2.2 per cent 
in the second quarter of the 
current fi scal compared to an 

expansion of 14.3 per cent in the 
year-ago period.

As per the data, the out-
put (GVA) in the ‘mining and 
quarrying’ contracted to 0.01 
per cent in the second quarter 
against a growth of 11.1 per cent 
a year ago. The expansion in fi -
nancial, real estate and profes-
sional services’ GVA was 6.7 
per cent, up from 6.2 per cent 
in the year-ago quarter.

Electricity, gas, water supply 
and other utility services grew 
by 3.3 per cent, slower than 10.5 
per cent a year ago.

Growth slows to 2-year low
India’s GDP growing by just 5.4 per cent, its slowest pace in the 
last seven quarters, has dampened the country’s economic outlook 
at a time when it has already been witnessing a fl ight of foreign 
capital. The disconcerting macroeconomic data coming on top of 
high infl ation of over 6 per cent could potentially lead the country 
to stagfl ation, an economic condition characterised by slow growth 
and rising prices. The shocking numbers are also likely to pressurise 
the Reserve Bank of India, which had been predicting a 7.2 per cent 
growth for the full year, to ease the high interest rates in its next 
monetary policy meeting December 6. While the poor performance 
in the September quarter has been due to a slump in manufactur-
ing and mining sectors, private consumption, which accounts for 60 
per cent of the GDP, has also been a drag. Higher food prices, high 
borrowing cost and weak real wage growth have squeezed urban 
spending, even as there was some rural recovery on account of the 
above-average monsoon. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Slam-
ming Opposition parties for 
propaganda against the BJP-led 
NDA, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Friday asserted that they 
have ‘crushed’ the spirit of the 
Constitution and rejected all 
norms of democracy.

Modi, addressing party work-
ers here, also said that the Op-
position has only one aim, “to 
somehow capture power by 
misleading people.”

“Those who consider pow-
er as their birthright have not 
been in power at the Centre 
for the last decade... The spirit 
of the Constitution is crushed 
(by them), all the norms of de-
mocracy are rejected,” he said 
in an apparent dig at the Op-

position parties.
The PM said it is quite natu-

ral that there would be ideolog-
ical differences among political 
parties on different issues, and 
that they have the right to ex-
press their views and resort to 
agitations. 

“But now, one can feel, 
there has been a big change 
as attempts are being made to 
tarnish the image of our democ-
racy and the Constitution,” said 
the PM.

“Denied of power for the last 
decade, such parties are now 
fi lled with so much anger that 
they do not hesitate to con-
spire against the country and 
its people. They are misleading 
people with lies and rumours,” 
he said.

Modi noted that such false 

propaganda is a big challenge 
for people of India, and BJP 
workers and “those who love 
the country and respect the 
Constitution should foil such 
attempts and expose the lies.”

The PM said that the BJP 
dedicatedly worked for the 
development of Odisha, even 
when the party was not in pow-
er in the state.

“The Odisha poll results 
surprised many big political 
experts, who had completely 
rejected the idea of BJP form-
ing government in the state... 
BJP’s election success in Odis-
ha, Haryana and Maharashtra 
shows the strength of our party 
workers,” Modi asserted.

The BJP respects and gives 
priority to the rich culture and 
tradition of Odisha, he said.

Oppn crushing spirit of Constitution: PM

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Why worry about trivial matters like 
the economy when the judiciary can 

easily shift public focus?

WARM WELCOME: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Deputy CMs KV Singh Deo and Pravati Parida, 
Union Ministers Dharmendra Pradhan, Jual Oram and Ashwini Vaishnaw and other BJP leaders at a gathering in Bhubaneswar, Friday   PIC : BIKASH NAYAK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The Cen-
tre has urged all states to make 
snakebite cases and deaths a ‘no-
tifi able disease’ under relevant 
provisions of the State Public 
Health Act or other applicable 
legislation making it mandatory 
for all government and private 
health facilities to report all sus-
pected, probable snakebite cases 
and deaths. Snakebites are an is-
sue of public health concern and 
in certain cases, they cause mor-
tality, morbidity and disability, 
Union Health Secretary Punya 
Salila Srivastava said in a letter. 

Snakebites made 
‘notifi able disease’



HYDERABAD: Tamannaah 
Bhatia made her South cinema 
debut with the Telugu fi lm 'Sree' 
in 2005, and her journey in the 
South made her popular as the 
‘girl next door’ fi gure for fans and 
audiences. 

In a recent interview with a 
news portal, the Baahubali ac-
tress opened up about her real 
struggle.

The real hustle started when 
she had back-to-back commer-
cial successes in both Tamil and 
Telugu, she said. Despite having 
huge box offi ce success, she was 
hungry for roles where she could 
perform. “When an actor is do-
ing commercially well, there 
is a notion that moving away 
from it and experimenting 
with roles is unnecessary. 
But my funda was hatke,” 
Tamannaah shared.

She admitted that Baa-
hubali changed every-
thing for her. The movie 
became a game-changer 
in the industry as it in-
troduced the concept 
of ‘pan-Indian’ to 
everyone. But 
in contrast, 
the movie 
broad-
ened 
Ta-

mannaah’s perspective. “How 
do you do something bigger 
than Baahubali? What should I 
do next? Do I do something big-
ger? Or do I reinvent?” recalled 
Tamannaah and added that these 
mountains of thoughts were pop-
ping up in her head.

She believes that she is start-
ing a new phase with her upcom-
ing movie Sikandar Ka Muqadd-
ar, where she will play a role her 
audi- ence has never 

seen her in 
before. 
 AGENCIES

This day there could be a lot of 
surprises in store for you. Be pre-
pared for sudden and unexpect-
ed twist and turns in the fl ow of events. This is 
not a day for taking up meaningful activities. 
Ganesha advises you to postpone all major 
programmes and decisions for tomorrow. 
You are likely to encounter stiff challenges 
where compromising your principles may 
seem to be the only way to face them. 

Today, luck is on your side. 
In the afternoon, you will 
remain reserved and sub-
dued. But as the day progresses, you 
will be a different person altogether. 
You will transform into an enterpris-
ing and outgoing person. At work, you 
will impress your bosses with your 
brilliance, predicts Ganesha.

Everything comes with a 
price tag, and the price of 
success is hard work. So 
sweat it out, says Ganesha; it is in your 
stars today. You may feel as if you are 
being made to work extremely hard in 
order to meet your targets, and the div-
idends you get may not seem to justify 
the efforts. But that should not cause 
you anxiety and trouble. 

You are most likely to hit the 
mark and accomplish what you 
set out to do today. Work pres-
sures will have no bearing whatsoever on you. 
The secret, says Ganesha, is in being patient.

You will gain new admiration 
as a manager of human 
resources. In business, long 
overdue fi nancial arrears may return. At 
the end of the day, you shall be satisfi ed 
with the way you balanced work and 
home, says Ganesha.

Actions speaking louder 
than words could never have 
been truer for you than it 
is today. Let the force of your actions 
do the talking. You may fi nd yourself 
working on personality development and 
self-improvement later in the day. While 
some of your actions will be channelled 
to renovating your abode, still others may 
initiate constructing your dream home.

It is time again for that once-
in-blue-moon mood swing. 
You will be easily irked by 
everyday activities and may let small, less 
important things bother you too much, 
foresees Ganesha. But the darkest hour is 
just before dawn. Things should start look-
ing up later in the day. You enjoy doing 
things others won't dare, and for all you 
know, you may have already won millions 
of hearts with your impressive personality.

If you're a boss — at work or 
at home — you may not feel 
like one today. Your workload 
will be back-breaking. However, Ganesha 
says it will pay off very soon. Your com-
petency will inspire subordinates, and 
your reputation will be augmented 
by your committed approach.

It is a good day for you, 
since all the projects you 
take up today will reach a 
satisfactory conclusion. However, this 
does not mean that you will not be strung 
out, a fact you would do well to keep 
hidden, lest your competitors try to take 
advantage of it, says Ganesha.

'Wait and watch' is always a 
good policy. You have been 
doing the same, and today, 
there is every possibility that the talents 
you have displayed for so long fi nally 
get the deserved recognition at work. 
For the businessman, Ganesha once 
again advises patience if one wants 
better future prospects.

Your day will revolve around 
your spouse and matters 
related to him/her. Thanks to the love 
and warmth that he/she will shower on 
you, you may not want to go to work, and 
you would expect the same from him/
her. Don't push it, unless both of you can 
take a break from work without any harm 
done to your day's tasks.

If you are related in any way 
with the media, Ganesha 
predicts that you will taste 
success today. Since all the focus is on 
you, it is a great time to exhibit your skills. 
Your talents will get recognition and your 
short-term goals will come to fruition. 
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leisure
ED SHEERAN TO BRING HIS 
+ - = ÷ X  TOUR TO INDIA 

JUSTIN BIEBER FACING 
FINANCIAL TROUBLES

Four-time Grammy Award winner Ed 
Sheeran is all set to bring his iconic + - = 
÷ x tour to India and will cover six places 
including Pune, Hyderabad, Chennai, Ban-
galore, Shillong and Delhi NCR in 2025.  The 
tour kicks off in Pune January 30.

Pop sensation Justin Bieber is set to go 
on tour again, despite his poor health. 
The reason behind this decision is 
that his expenses have reportedly 
surpassed his income, and he’s now 
struggling to pay his bills.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

55TH IFFI CONCLUDES

MUMBAI: The 55th International Film Fes-
tival of India (IFFI) ended with a grand clos-
ing ceremony held at the Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee Indoor Stadium in Goa, Thursday. 
The nine-day event showcased over 200 fi lms 
from 75 countries, making it a global celebra-
tion of cinema.

The ceremony was attended by a jury com-
prising Ashutosh Gowariker as the Chair-
person, along with Anthony Chen, Elizabeth 
Karlsen, Fran Borgia, and Jill Bilcock, who 
selected the winners across various categories.

Actor Vikrant Massey, best known for his 
role in 12th Fail, bagged the Personality of the 
Year award while Navjyot Bandivadekar won 
the Best Debut Director of Indian Feature Film 
award for his Marathi fi lm Gharat Ganpati. 
Swedish fi lmmaker Levan Akin's Crossing re-
ceived the prestigious ICFT-UNESCO Gandhi 
Medal. This award is given to fi lms that pro-

mote peace, non-violence, and human rights. 
Australian fi lmmaker Phillip Noyce was 
honoured with the Satyajit Ray Lifetime 

Achievement Award for his outstanding 
contributions to cinema

Similarly, the Golden Peacock (Best 
Film) went to Toxic (Lithuanian lan-

guage) while Vesta Matuliyte and 
Iva Rupeikaite jointly won the 

Best Actress trophy for Toxic. 
Clement Faveau took home 

the Best Actor award for 
Holy Cow  and Bogdan 

Muresanu won the Best 
Director award for 

The New Year That 
Never Came. Lam-

pan in Marathi 
was selected 

as the Best 
Web Series 

in the fes-
tival.

AGENCIES

Vikrant Massey adjudged 
Personality of the Year

Swedish fi lmmaker Levan Akin's Crossing re-g
ceived the prestigious ICFT-UNESCO Gandhi
Medal. This award is given to fi lms that pro-

mote peace, non-violence, and human rights.
Australian fi lmmaker Phillip Noyce was
honoured with the Satyajit Ray Lifetime

Achievement Award for his outstanding
contributions to cinema

Similarly, the Golden Peacock (Best
Film) went to Toxic (Lithuanian lan-c

guage) while Vesta Matuliyte and
Iva Rupeikaite jointly won the

Best Actress trophy for Toxic.
Clement Faveau took home

the Best Actor award for
Holy Cow  and Bogdan

Muresanu won the Best
Director award for

The New Year That
Never Came. Lam-

pan in Marathi
was selected

as the Best
Web Series

in the fes-
tival.
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MUM-
BAI: Rakul 

Preet Singh, who is 
a known face in both - Bol-

lywood and South Indian cinema, 
has been captivating audiences with 

many performances in the past years. As she 
traces her journey in the Indian fi lm industry, Rakul 

decided to address the subject of nepotism and insisted that 
eventually ‘talent’ wins the race.

During a masterclass session at IFFI 2024, the De De Pyaar De 
actress responded to a question on nepotism and said, “We make 
too much of it. Today if you have worked for so many years and to-
morrow for my kids, will I not give them that access? It’s like say-
ing, that my dad is a top surgeon.. but he is like, I won’t tell you at 

all how 
to study in 

MBBS. I mean 
No. That goes on In 

the country.. one generation 
works and the other generation 

defi nitely benefi ts from it, but will they 
last well.. they will last only if 

they work hard enough.. ul-
timately you will last only 

if you deliver.”
For the unversed, 

Rakul too start-
ed off her 
journey 
without 
any 
prior 
backing 

in the 
industry. 

The actress 
has often 

shared about 
her middle-class up-

bringing and values which continues to 
be a part of her life even today. AGENCIES

TAMANNAAH’S  
REAL HUSTLE
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Rakul’s 
thoughts on 

nepotism

MUMBAI: Amid her ongoing legal dispute 
with actor Dhanush, Nayanthara shared a 
cryptic post about karma always fi nding 
its way back.

The actress took to her Instagram 
stories Friday, and shared a note that 
read, “Karma Says!!! When you destroy 
someone’s life with lies Take it as a loan, 
it will come back to you with interest.”

The post comes days after Dha-
nush fi led a lawsuit against 
Nayanthara and her fi lmmak-
er husband Vignesh Shivan 
for the unauthorized use of 
clips from Naanum Rowdy 
Dhaan in their Netfl ix doc-
umentary Nayanthara: Be-
yond The Fairytale.

The case was heard in the 
Madras High Court Novem-
ber 27. During the hearing, 
Justice Abdul Quiddhose di-
rected Nayanthara, Vignesh 
Shivan, and others to clarify 
the allegations made against 
them. Dhanush has also sent 
a legal notice to the couple, 
warning them of a lawsuit 
for using BTS visuals in the 
documentary.

The notice states that 
he will seek Rs 10 crore in 
damages if they proceed 
with using the clips.

In a recent develop-
ment, Nayanthara's 
lawyer has responded, 
stating that their clients 
have not violated any 
copyright laws. Rahul 
Dhawan, representing 
the actress, clarifi ed that the footage used in the documentary was 
from the actor's “personal library” and was not owned by Dhanush’s 
Wunderbar Films Private Limited.

On November 16, the Jawan’ actress posted an open letter on In-
stagram wherein she criticized Dhanush for stooping to ‘an 
all-time low’ after he demanded a compensation of 
Rs 10 crore from her. The demand stemmed 
from a 3-second clip from Nayantha-
ra’s film Naanum Rowdy Dhaan, 
produced by Dhanush, 
which was used in 
the docuseries 
trailer.

IANS

Nayanthara’s 
cryptic post 

about ‘karma’



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah Friday said security 
agencies should focus on 
emerging security chal-
lenges along the eastern 
border, immigration and 
trends in urban policing.

Inaugurating the annu-
al DGPs/IGPs conference 
here, which will be discuss-
ing a host of emerging na-
tional security challenges, 
including counter-terror-
ism and left-wing extrem-
ism (LWE), Shah congratu-
lated the police leadership 
for the smooth conduct of 
2024 general elections and 
the seamless rollout of the 
three new criminal laws.

The focus should be on 
emerging security chal-
lenges along the eastern 
border, immigration and 
trends in urban policing, 
Shah was quoted as saying 
in an offi cial release.

The Home minister’s 
statement bears signifi -
cance as India's eastern 
neighbour Bangladesh 
has seen unrest following 
the ouster of its then prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina 
and an interim adminis-
tration taking charge in 
August.

There have been reports 
of attacks on Hindus and 

other minorities in Bangla-
desh, an issue New Delhi 
has raised strongly with 
Dhaka.

Shah expressed satis-
faction at the signifi cant 
achievements leading to 
improvement in the securi-
ty situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the northeast 
and states affected by LWE.

He said the three new 
criminal laws have 
transformed the ethos 
of the country’s crimi-
nal justice system from 
punishment-oriented to 
justice-oriented. He em-

phasised that the spirit of 
the new laws is rooted in 
Indian tradition.

Shah also called for tak-
ing the initiative towards 
a zero-tolerance strategy 
against terrorism.

“Under the leadership 
of PM Modi, Bharat is 
building its police force 
as an apparatus capable of 
both securing the nation 
against new-age challeng-
es and addressing the root 
causes of crime and terror-
ism. The DGPs/IGPs con-
ference serves as a knowl-
edge-sharing platform to 

fortify policing in every 
state through collabora-
tion,” he said.

The 59th three-day 
DGPs/IGPs conference 
will also be attended by 
the Prime Minister and 
provide a platform for se-
nior police offi cers to freely 
discuss and debate diverse 
national security-related 
issues besides various op-
erational, infrastructural 
and welfare-related prob-
lems faced by the police.

In the next two days of 
the conference, the top 
brass of police leadership 

would chalk out a road-
map to counter existing 
and emerging national se-
curity challenges, includ-
ing left-wing extremism, 
coastal security, narcotics, 
cybercrime and economic 
security.

The Prime Minister's 
Offi ce said the three-day 
conference will include 
deliberations on critical 
components of national 
security, including count-
er-terrorism, left-wing ex-
tremism, coastal security, 
new criminal laws and 
narcotics.
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Young artistes perform 
during 28th Gunjan Dance 

and Music Festival 2024 
at Kala Vikash Kendra in 

Cuttack, Friday

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: 
In a fi rst, researchers from 
the Central University of 
Odisha (CUO) have found 
two Mahseer species – Tor 
putitora and Tor tor – in In-
dravati River, a tributary 
of the Godavari River, in 
southern Odisha.

According to the team, 
led by CUO’s School of 
Biodiversity and Conserva-
tion of Natural Resources 
(SBCNR) Dean Professor 
Sharat Kumar Palita, 
Mahseer fi sh species have 
earlier been reported from 
the Mahanadi, Brahmani, 
and Similipal regions of 
the state. 

“It is for the fi rst time 
they have been reported 
from any river in southern 
Odisha, with Tor putitora 
being a new record for the 
entire Godavari Basin in 
India,” Palita said.

These two new Mahseer 
fi sh species belong to the 
Cyprinidae family, which 
are large-bodied and big-
scaled carps, often called 
‘King of the Indian aquat-
ic system’ and are included 

under 20 mega fi shes of the 
world. 

“They inhabit fast-fl ow-
ing cold, clear, hilly riv-
erine water with pebbly, 
stony, and rocky bottoms 
and intermittent rocky 
pools. They are sacred and 
worshipped in many Hindu 
temples in India,” he said.

Palita said he began 
research on Mahseer fi sh 
soon after joining CUO 
around six years ago. 

“These fi shes were initial-
ly documented from Indra-
vati Market at Khatiguda 
in Nabarangpur district. 
Later, they were found 
from Indravati Reservoir 
at Mukhiguda in Kalahan-
di and Kapur Dam in Naba-
rangpur,” he said.

CUO laboratory iden-
tifi ed those as Mahseer 
fi shes and later, the Zoo-
logical Survey of India in 
Kolkata confi rmed those as 

two Mahseer species— Tor 
putitora (ZSI Registration 
No. FF8623, 30cm) and Tor 
tor (ZSI Registration No. 
FF8624, 33.6cm).

“Tor tor has earlier 
been recorded from Si-
milipal, Mahanadi River 
System and Brahmani 
River,” he said.

CUO Vice-Chancel-
lor Professor Chakrad-
har Tripathi and The 
Vice-Chancellor (I/c) Pro-
fessor NC Panda congratu-
lated the team, comprising 
researchers Alok Kumar 
Naik and Anirban Mahata, 
for the feat.

The fi ndings were pub-
lished in the Asian Journal 
of Conservation Biology.

Globally, Mahseer spe-
cies belong to three genera 
– Tor, Neolissochilus, and 
Nazirtor. Members of the 
Tor genus are regarded as 
‘True Mahseer.’ There are 
17 valid Tor species global-
ly, found in countries like 
India, China, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myan-
mar, Thailand, Indonesia, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

India now hosts nine 
species of Tor Mahseer. 

With this discovery, Odi-
sha has four recognised 
Mahseer species – Tor tor, 
Tor mahanadicus, Tor pu-
titora, and Tor khudree.

Locally, these fi sh are 
known as ‘Kainsari’ or 
‘Khaiser’ in Khatiguda ar-
ea of Nabarangpur, while 
Bengali communities refer 
to them as ‘Mahasol.’

In India, Mahseer are 
prized both as game 
fish and for their culi-
nary value. The Golden 
Mahseer can grow up 
to 275cm in length and 
weigh up to 54kg.

Mahseer is increasingly 
considered a candidate spe-
cies for aquaculture due 
to its sport fi shing appeal 
and excellent fl esh quality. 
However, various human 
activities such as untreat-
ed sewage discharge and 
pollution have signifi cant-
ly altered the natural hab-
itats of Mahseer in India, 
including Odisha.

The IUCN has classifi ed 
Tor putitora as ‘Endan-
gered’ and Tor tor as 
‘Near Threatened,’ em-
phasising the need for 
conservation efforts. 

In a fi rst, 2 new Mahseer species found in S Odisha 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: 
The state government has 
deployed special enforce-
ment teams in various dis-
tricts to curb illegal infl ow 
of paddy from neighbour-
ing states during the pro-
curement season, the state 
government said Friday.

So far, 84 enforcement 
teams have been deployed 
in various districts, includ-
ing 10 in Bargarh and 21 in 
Sambalpur, it said. While 
the Centre’s MSP for paddy 

is Rs 2,300 per quintal, the 
state government has an-
nounced an additional Rs 800 
per quintal as assistance to 
farmers. This has triggered 
concerns that some traders 
may attempt to bring paddy 
from other states to sell it in 
Odisha at a higher price. 

The government has set 
a target of procuring 80 
lakh tonne paddy during 
the current Kharif Market-
ing Season (KMS) 2024-25.

The Kharif paddy pro-
curement process began 
November 20 and will con-

tinue until March 2025. 
Chief Minister Mohan 

Charan Majhi will begin dis-
tributing the bonus to paddy 
farmers from December 8.

Meanwhile, registered farm-
ers are getting the MSP within 
48 hours of selling paddy at the 
mandis. The government has 
taken important decisions 
in this regard. Offi cials have 
been appointed at various 
stages at government level to 
transfer the MSP directly to 
the accounts of the farmers. 
Prompt action is being taken 
in case of any complaints.

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: 
A newborn baby girl was 
found abandoned near 
Maharaja Cinema Hall in 
Acharya Vihar area here 
in the wee hours of Friday. 

“The condition of the in-
fant is normal,” said Saheed 
Nagar police station inspec-
tor in-charge (IIC) Dilip 
Kumar M Bhuyan, adding 
that she has been admitted 
to Capital Hospital. 

The cops, however, are yet 
to trace the parents of the ba-
by girl. Footage of the CCT-
Vs installed in the vicinity is 
being scanned to identify the 
culprit behind the incident. 

According to sources, lo-
cals of the nearby slum said 
they heard the baby’s wailing 
around 3am Friday. “Initial-
ly, we mistook it for a stray 
animal’s howl. But when 
the sound grew louder, we 
rushed to the spot to see the 
abandoned baby on the road-
side and informed the PCR,” 
said a woman of the slum. 
The child has been handed 
over to Child Welfare Com-
mittee, the sources added.

Newborn girl 
rescued from 
Acharya Vihar

PROUD MOMENT FOR STATE: Union Home Minister Amit Shah, National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, and Ministers of State for Home 
Nityanand Rai and Bandi Sanjay Kumar among other dignitaries on the fi rst day of the three-day all-India DGP/IGP conference at state 
convention centre in Bhubaneswar, Friday. (Top left standing) Sabyasachi Malla, IIC of Ganjam’s Pattapur PS which was awarded the 
‘Second Best Police Station’ in India, is also seen with the trophy  

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: 
The state government has 
set an ambitious target of 
cultivating potato in 15,023 
hectares during 2024 Rabi 
season. The decision comes 
in the wake of a surge in 
potato prices in the state 
after West Bengal govern-
ment imposed restrictions 
on supply of the kitchen 
essential.

Chairing a high-level 
review meeting on culti-
vation potato for 2024 Ra-
bi season held at Krushi 
Bhavan here Friday, Dep-
uty Chief Minister Kanak 
Vardhan Singh Deo em-
phasised the importance of 
the initiative in achieving 
self-suffi ciency in potato 
production while simulta-
neously enhancing farm-
ers’ income during Rabi 
season.

He reiterated the state 
government’s dedication 
to extensive potato culti-
vation as a critical step 
towards ensuring food se-
curity and strengthening 
rural economy.

The government has 
undertaken this initiative 

under state scheme – De-
velopment of Potato, Veg-
etable, and Spices - setting 
an ambitious target of cul-
tivating 15,023 hectares of 
potato during Rabi 2024. In 
order to meet this target, 
1,95,299 quintals of certi-
fi ed seed potatoes are re-
quired. Odisha State Seeds 
Corporation (OSSC) Ltd 
has been entrusted with 
the responsibility of sup-
plying the certifi ed seeds, 
with 1,79,476 quintals have 
already been source-veri-

fi ed from suppliers.
To ensure smooth im-

plementation of the pro-
gramme, Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Empowerment 
department has taken sev-
eral proactive measures. 

District-level coordi-
nation meetings have 
been conducted under the 
chairmanship of Collec-
tors-cum-District Magis-
trates to align efforts at the 
grassroots level. 

Additionally, sensitisa-
tion meetings in selected 

clusters have helped raise 
awareness among farm-
ers. Information, Educa-
tion and Communication 
(IEC) activities, including 
television advertisements, 
leafl et distribution, social 
media promotion and farm-
er engagement meetings, 
have further bolstered the 
outreach efforts.

As of now, 1,28,391 quin-
tals of seed potatoes have 
been dispatched to various 
districts, of which around 
1,03,000 quintals have been 
distributed to farmers. 
This has facilitated the 
planting of the tuber seed 
in approximately 5,949 
hectares across the state. 

The Deputy CM called 
for sustained efforts to 
expedite seed distribution 
and planting to achieve the 
set targets while ensuring 
timely availability of in-
puts and technical support 
to farmers.

The review meeting 
was attended by Principal 
Secretary Arabinda Ku-
mar Padhee, Horticulture 
Director Nikhil Pawan 
Kayan, senior offi cials 
from the department and 
district-level offi cers.

Rabi potato in 15,023ha: Dy CM

AS OF NOW, 1,28,391 QUINTALS OF SEED 
POTATOES HAVE BEEN DISPATCHED 

TO VARIOUS DISTRICTS

DGPs/IGPs CONFERENCE

Shah hints at challenges along eastern border
Pattapur PS 
'2nd Best Police 
Station' in India
BHUBANESWAR: Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
awarded Pattapur police sta-
tion (PS) in Ganjam district 
as the ‘Second Best Police 
Station’ in India during the 
DGP/IGP conference here, 
Friday. Director General of 
Police (DGP) Yogesh Bahadur 
Khurania, who is attending 
the conference that began 
Friday, said that it was a 
moment of great pride and 
honour for Odisha Police. The 
ranking of police stations 
across the country is an an-
nual exercise by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs. The judg-
ment is based on different 
parameters including crime 
rate, investigation, disposal 
of cases, closure and use of 
CCTNS, enforcement, detec-
tion rate, recovery value, 
conviction, miscellaneous, 
infrastructure, and delivery 
of public services. The DGP 
took a keen interest and 
provided his valuable inputs 
and guidance in the construc-
tion and gradation of the 
infrastructure of the police 
station. He congratulated 
Ganjam SP Suvendu Kumar 
Patra, the officers and staff-
ers of the state and district 
police. Pattapur inspector 
in-charge (IIC) Sabyasachi 
Malla received the prestig-
ious award with certificate 
of appreciation from the 
Union Home Minister. In 
January, Telangana’s Rajen-
dra Nagar police station was 
adjudged the ‘Best Police 
Station’ in the country.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visited the BJP head-
quarters here Friday and 
discussed ways to strengthen 
the party in the eastern state.

Modi spent around two 
hours at the party offi ce 
during which he interacted 
with its leaders and work-
ers. “Went to the @BJP-
4Odisha HQ and interact-
ed with Party leaders and 
Karyakartas. We discussed 
how to keep strengthening 
the Party across the state 
and ways to keep working 
towards improving the 
lives of people,” the PM 
wrote on X.

The PM also dined with 
the party leaders at the BJP 
offi ce here before heading 
to the Raj Bhavan, where 
he will spend the night.

“There was no discus-
sion on the state govern-
ment or any other related 

matter... We interacted as 
family members do,” state 
BJP president Manmohan 
Samal said.

BJP MP Rudra Narayan 
Pany said Modi patiently 
listened to what the party 
leaders and workers had 
to say. “It was a great op-
portunity for the state BJP 
leaders as the PM came to 
the party offi ce and lis-
tened to them,” he said.

Besides Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, 
Union Ministers Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, Jual Oram and 
Ashwini Vaishnaw were 
also present at the party’s 
state headquarters here.

A party source said 
though the BJP formed 
government in Odisha, its 
vote share was less than 
that of Opposition BJD. 
“Therefore, the PM talk-
ed of ways to increase the 
party’s strength across the 
state,” he said.

Modi discusses ways
to strengthen party

Spl teams to check illegal paddy infl ow
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: In a 
signifi cant step to enhance for-
est fi re management and wild-
life protection, Forest depart-
ment deployed 139 specially de-
signed vehicles equipped with 
advanced features to various 
forest divisions across the state 
here Friday. Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forest (Wildlife) 
Susanta Nanda fl agged off the 
vehicles in presence of forest 
offi cials.These vehicles are in-
tended to combat forest fi res, fa-
cilitate rescue operations, and 
patrol remote and inaccessible 
areas.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Deputy Conservator of Forest 
(Administration) Samyak Sa-
mantara said that a total of 51 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), 
41 customised fi re fi ghting ve-
hicles, and 47 fi re support units 
will be engaged at different for-
est divisions. “These vehicles 
are specifi cally designed to 
navigate diffi cult terrains, in-
cluding hilly and forest regions, 
where conventional vehicles 
struggle to reach and carry out 
emergency operations.”

The customised vehicles are 
equipped with modern tech-
nologies, including communi-
cation systems like VHF radios 
and VSAT, to facilitate effective 
coordination during emergen-
cies. The fi re fi ghting vehicles 
aim to reduce the spread of 
forest fi res along roadsides and 
within forest areas. Addition-
ally, the vehicles are designed 
for swift movement to reach 
affected areas promptly.

The deployment ceremony 
was held at the State Botanical 
Garden here. Senior offi cials 
from Tata Motors and Mahin-
dra, along with high-ranking 
forest offi cials, were present to 
hand over the vehicles to for-

est divisions across 18 districts. 
Speaking on the occasion, Sa-
mantara highlighted that the 
initiative aims to strengthen 
fi re control measures, ensure 
better communication, and 
rescue wildlife in distress.

Joining the event, Princi-
pal Chief Conservator of For-
ests and Head of Forest Force 
Debidutta Biswal, along with 
Nandankanan Director and ad-
ditional charge of CCF Wildlife 
Manoj V Nair emphasised that 
the vehicles are a crucial part 
of the department’s prepared-
ness for forest fi res during the 
dry season.

The vehicles, provided by Ta-
ta Motors and Mahindra, were 
customised after considering 
the challenges faced in forest 
areas. They are equipped to 
operate in sandy, muddy, and 
rocky terrains even in 60 de-
grees inclination.  Addition-
ally, the ATVs and fi re units 
are tailored to enhance patrol 
effi ciency and reduce response 
time during fi re incidents.

This deployment marks a sig-
nifi cant stride in state’s efforts 
to protect its rich biodiversity 
and manage forest resources 
effectively.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: A 
delegation of 50 students from 
various higher education in-
stitutions from the state, who 
reached Maharashtra Friday 
will have the opportunity to 
interact with the Governor of 
the western state and explore 
signifi cant cultural and histor-
ical sites there. 

Students from various higher 
education institutions, includ-
ing IIT-Bhubaneswar, have 
embarked on a journey to Ma-
harashtra as part of the Cen-
tral government’s ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’ Yuva San-
gam programme, an initiative 
aimed at fostering cultural and 
educational exchange among 
states.

IIT-Bhubaneswar is serving 
as the nodal institute for Odi-
sha, while IIM-Mumbai is the 
nodal institute for Maharash-
tra. The students’ delegation 

was fl agged off at a special 
ceremony held recently by 
IIT-Bhubaneswar director 
Shreepad Karmalkar, who in-
teracted with the students and 
expressed support for their 
journey. 

Senior offi cials present at the 
ceremony included student af-
fairs dean Rajesh Roshan Dash, 
registrar Bamadev Acharya, 
as well as deans from other 
schools, senior faculty mem-
bers, and offi cials from IIT-Bhu-
baneswar. During their visit, 

the students will have the 
opportunity to interact with 
Maharashtra Governor CP 
Radhakrishnan and explore 
signifi cant cultural and histor-
ical sites, including Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj Museum, 
Asiatic Library, Mani Bhavan, 
Nariman Point, and the Kan-
heri Caves in Sanjay Gandhi 
National Park. 

Their itinerary also features 
a visit to Film City, Godrej Mu-
seum, and IDC at IIT-Mumbai. 
Activities are organised around 

fi ve themes: Paryatan (Tour-
ism), Parampara (Traditions), 
Pragati (Development), Paras-
par Sampark (People-to-peo-
ple Connect), and Prodyogiki 
(Technology).

In a reciprocal exchange, 50 
students from Maharashtra 
are hosted by IIT-Bhubaneswar 
here. Their itinerary includes 
tours of the Governor House, 
industrial and corporate hubs 
here, and key cultural sites such 
as Puri, Konark, Raghurajpur, 
Ravenshaw University, the Mar-
itime Museum, and the House 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
Other highlights include visits 
to Lingaraj Temple, Rajarani 
Temple, Khandagiri and Uday-
agiri caves, Dhauligiri, and the 
Tribal Museum in the Capital. 

The students will also explore 
tourist attractions like Chilika 
Lake and Kalinga Stadium, and 
engage with IIT-Bhubaneswar’s 
adopted villages and start-ups 
incubated by the Institute.

YUVA SANGAM

Odisha students to explore historical sites in Maha

139 customised vehicles 
to guard forest divisions

FOGGY MORNING: A thick blanket of fog engulfs Netaji Setu at CDA in Cuttack, Friday, even as deep depression forms in Bay of Bengal  OP PHOTO
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Hu-
manity needs to utilise ad-
vancements in science and 
technology in a constructive 
way that will bring about holis-
tic development of the society 
and culminate in removal of the 
inequality and discrepancies 
in the society, stated Orissa 
Environmental Society (OES) 
president Sundara Narayana 
Patro at the Silver Jubilee cel-
ebration of Odisha Bigyan ‘O’ 
Paribesh Congress here Friday.

Organised by joint efforts 
of OES and CSIR-Institute of 
Minerals and Materials Tech-
nology (IMMT), the inaugural 
function of the Congress was 
attended by former VC of BPUT 
and chairman of AICTE Damo-
dar Acharya as the chief guest 
and VC of OUAT Pravat Kumar 
Roul as the guest of honour. Ra-
mesh Goel from the University 
of Utah, USA joined as the key-

note speaker, while IMMT chief 
scientist Laxmidhar Besra pre-
sided over the function. 

 Highlighting on diverse as-
pects of the theme, ‘Fostering 
science for holistic develop-
ment’, the guests opined that 
incredible advancements have 
been made in diverse frontiers 
of science and technology that 
have brought about not only 
lasting solutions to innumer-
able human predicaments, but 
also boosted the productivity, 
effi ciency, longevity and ul-
tra-modern lifestyles of human 

species. However, lopsided and 
unsustainable mechanisms ad-
opted for development in the 
recent times have engendered 
a plethora of problems not on-
ly for the mankind, but also for 
the whole living world as well 
as our planet.

“We are confronting several 
social, economic and environ-
mental challenges that threat-
en the mankind as well as the 
living system of the world. In 
such a scenario, the humanity 
needs to utilise the advance-
ments in science and technol-

ogy in a constructive way that 
will bring about holistic devel-
opment of the society,” said the 
OES president.

On the occasion, OES con-
ferred ‘Award for Excellence in 
Science’ on scientists for their 
lifetime contributions in the 
fi eld of science education and 
research.

BPUT former VC Omkar 
Nath Mohanty, SOA Universi-
ty’s B and B research centre di-
rector Lala Behari Sukla and N 
and N centre director Kulama-
ni Parida, KIMS pro-VC CBK 
Mohanty and Utkal University 
former emeritus professor Ra-
ma Chandra Mohanty received 
the award.

Over 500 scientists, research-
ers and academicians from 
across the state and beyond 
participated. The event will 
continue for two days. Several 
research papers will be present-
ed by the delegates in different 
technical sessions. 

ODISHA BIGYAN ‘O’ PARIBESH CONGRESS

'Sc & tech must for devpt of society'

I, Khireswari Bagh, 
W/o. Umashankar 
Bagh, R/o. Village/ 
P.O.- Chhatamakhan, 
P.S.- Puintala, Dist.- 
Balangir, Odisha 
declared that prior to 
my marriage my name 
was Ahalya Bagarty, 
but after marriage my 
name is now Khireswari 
Bagh. That both the 
names is the name of  
one and same person. 
That by this affi davit 
No.890 dt.22.10.2024 
sworn before the 
Executive Magistrate, 
Bolangir I have 
correction of  my name 
as Khireswari Bagh for 
all future purposes.

AFFIDAVIT
 CLASSIFIED
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Con-
gress leader and former Union 
minister Srikant Kumar Jena 
Friday drew the attention of 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, who is currently in the City 
for a three-day DGP/IGP con-
ference, to the tragic incident 
in Mandipanka village of Kand-
hamal district wherein three 
young tribal women lost their 
lives and several others were 
hospitalised after consuming 
mango kernel last month.

In a letter to the Prime Min-
ister, Jena highlighted the de-
layed release of food grain un-
der public distribution system 
(PDS), citing the October-De-
cember quota was only distrib-
uted November 2. This delay, Je-
na argued, directly contributed 
to the tragedy and constitutes a 
violation of the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA).

The Congress leader de-
scribed the dire conditions 

in the region, including the 
absence of healthcare facili-
ties, mobile connectivity, and 
employment opportunities 
through MGNREGA, forcing 
residents to migrate. He al-
so criticised local and state 
authorities for their lack of 
response, noting the District 
Magistrate's eight-day delay 
in visiting the village and the 
Chief Minister's absence.

He appealed to the Prime Min-
ister to visit Mandipanka village 
during his Odisha trip, empha-
sising that such a gesture would 
draw attention to the hardships 
faced by tribal communities and 
prompt immediate action to al-
leviate their suffering.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Ex-
tending their overwhelming 
support to ‘Bal Vivah Mukt 
Bharat’ campaign by the Cen-
tral government, thousands 
of people thronged the streets, 
schools, roads and markets 
across the state to participate in 
different programmes conduct-
ed by Just Rights for Children 
(JRC) alliance recently.

As many as 4,000 villages in 
25 districts witnessed aware-
ness drives, candlelight march-
es and road shows against child 
marriage. People showed soli-
darity for a social cause. Police 
offi cials, lawers and judges, 
panchayat members, leaders, 
school children, teachers and 

survivors of child marriage 
took pledge to end child mar-
riage and report the same.

 Comprising over 250 NGOs  
as partners in over 400 dis-
tricts in the country, JRC al-
liance has been working with 
the state government and local 
administration in 25 districts 
to eliminate child marriage 
in the state. JRC alliance part-
ners have prevented more than 
2,50,000 child marriages across 
India through persuasion and 
legal interventions.

Programmes spread across 
the state reverberated with 
different pledges such as, “I 
pledge to make every possible 
effort against child marriage. I 
pledge to ensure that no child 
marriage takes place in my 

family, neighbourhood, or com-
munity. I pledge to report any 
attempt of child marriage to the 
panchayat and the government 
offi cials.” 

A child victim of marriage 

lives a life of abject slavery 
with no agency and freedom. 
Moreover, child marriage is the 
biggest contributor for non-par-
ticipation of women in the work 
force. The National Family 

Health Survey-V (NFHS 2019-
21) report states that national-
ly 23.3 per cent women between 
the age group of 20 to 24 were 
married off before attaining the 
age of 18 while Odisha reported 
20.5 per cent. 

“The pain and resilience of 
millions of girls and mothers, 
along with the tireless efforts of 
my colleagues across more than 
250 NGOs in the Just Rights for 
Children alliance, have brought 
us this historic moment. As 
we move forward, we look to 
the government’s leadership 
at state to cultivate a culture 
where prevention, protection, 
and prosecution work in har-
mony and complement each 
other, leveraging partnerships 
to drive lasting behavioural 

change,” said JRC founder, 
Bhuwan Ribhu.  

Union Minister of Women 
and Child Development Ann-
purna Devi launched the 'Bal 
Vivah Mukt Bharat' Campaign 
November 27.

In the months to come, JRC 
members will continue to sup-
port the state government to 
undertake campaigns in dis-
tricts, blocks and villages in 
the state. 

The alliance is hopeful that 
the nationwide campaign will 
further intensify its work on 
the ground with support from 
village authorities, spreading 
awareness among masses and 
roping in faith leaders of dif-
ferent religions to eliminate 
the crime. 

BAL VIVAH 
MUKT BHARAT Support pours in for campaign against child marriage

MANGO KERNEL TRAGEDY

Cong seeks PM’s intervention
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Rayagada, Nov 29: With 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expected to lay the 
foundation stone for the 
long-anticipated South 
Coast Railway (SCoR) 
Zone headquarters at Vi-
sakhapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh soon, the develop-
ment has reignited discus-
sions over the lack of prog-
ress in setting up the Ray-
agada Railway Division in 
Odisha, announced back in 
2019 by the then Railway 
Minister along with the 
SCoR headquarters.

Reports stated that 
while plans are underway 
for the prime minister’s 
programme, nothing has 
moved so far towards set-
ting up of the Railway Di-
vision in Rayagada. It is 
alleged that the delay re-
fl ects a systemic neglect of 
Rayagada region, a concern 
heightened by the absence 
of concrete steps, such as 
building a Divisional offi ce 
or initiating substantial 
groundwork.

Claiming that the an-
nouncement of the railway 
division in Rayagada was 
mere lip service, observ-
ers said that the delay was 
least anticipated given the 
fact that Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw represents Odisha. 
Moreover, questions are 
now being raised over 
the continued neglect of 

Rayagada at a time when 
the saffron party is at the 
helm both at the Centre 
and the state. Neverthe-
less, the contentious issue 
has sparked widespread 
concern and discontent 
among the public.

For reference, a tender 
for the Rayagada Railway 
Division had been fl oat-
ed in August 2024, with 
a submission deadline of 
one month, with the ini-
tial phase of the project 
estimated at Rs 108 crore. 
Thirteen consulting agen-
cies were deemed tech-
nically eligible for the 

tender. However, delay in 
the fi nancial bidding pro-
cess had been reported, 
triggering public specula-
tions over the likelihood of 
intentional postponement 
of the project.

In political circles the 
delay fuelled allegations 
that the Union govern-
ment is repeatedly yield-
ing to pressures from the 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment. There are also talks 
that work on the Rayagada 
Railway Division ahead 
of the formation of the 
SCoR Zone in Visakhapa-
tnam, it could diminish 

the prominence of the 
latter. Currently, the Vi-
sakhapatnam Division 
oversees 255 km of Odi-
sha’s railway network. 
Upon establishment, 
the Rayagada Division 
would take over jurisdic-
tion of railway tracks and 
stations in districts such 
as Rayagada, Gajapati, 
Koraput, Nabarangpur, 
Malkangiri, and Nuapada.

Nevertheless, the BJP 
state leadership has al-
legedly gone silent over 
establishment of a rail-
way division at Rayaga-
da. Observers pointed 
out that the dominance of 
Congress in Koraput dis-
trict – the MP and MLAs 
from the six Assembly 
segments are from the 
party - might be the rea-
son behind the alleged ne-
glect towards the project.

Meanwhile, various or-
ganisations have demand-
ed immediate action over 
the Union government’s 
announcement of setting 
up the railway division in 
Rayagada, a region clas-
sifi ed as underdeveloped. 
When contacted, Rayaga-
da MLA Appalaswami 
Kadraka said, ”The gov-
ernment’s announcement 
was merely symbolic, 
aimed at gaining elector-
al advantage. Despite be-
ing in power both in the 
state and at the Centre, 
no tangible progress has 
been made.”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliguda, Nov 29: The 
Phulbani Vigilance court 
in Kandhamal district sen-
tenced Bibhunandan Kes-
hari Nayak, the in-charge 
headmaster at Dukulamila 
New Primary School, un-
der Baliguda block, to four 
years of rigorous imprison-
ment in a corruption and 
fund embezzlement case 
Friday. 

The special Vigilance 
judge also slapped a fi ne 
of Rs 10,000 on the convict. 
Following the pronounce-
ment of the judgement, 
Nayak has been sent to jail.

According to the case 
diary, Nayak was accused 
of misappropriating funds 
allocated for the construc-
tion of the school building. 

He had allegedly diverted 
the money for personal 
use without completing 
the construction. Fol-
lowing the allegations, a 
Vigilance investigation 
was conducted, and a 
case was registered un-
der Sections 13(2), read 
with 13(1)(c)(d), of the 
Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988, along with 
Sections 409 and 120(B) of 
the Indian Penal Code. A 
chargesheet was fi led af-
ter the completion of the 
investigation.

Meanwhile, the Vigi-
lance department stated 
that a letter has been sent 
to higher departmental 
authorities to dismiss 
Nayak from service fol-
lowing his conviction.
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BJD concerned over ‘Centre’s plans’
Bhubaneswar: BJD legislators in the Assembly have expressed con-
cern over the Centre’s decision to create the South Coast Railway 
Zone, a new railway zone with its headquarters in Visakhapatnam, 
by splitting the East Coast Railway Zone. Raising the issue during 
Zero Hour Thursday, BJD MLAs Sarada Prasan Jena and Gautam 
Buddha Das stated that the Union government is planning to split 
the East Coast Railway Zone and form a new zone by transferring 
the Waltair Division from East Coast Railway to appease Andhra 
Pradesh. They warned that if this plan is implemented, the East 
Coast Railway would lose approximately Rs 10,000 crore per year 
in revenue and urged the state government to intervene.

Rayagada Railway
Div a non-starter

Corruption: 4-year jail for 
Kandhamal headmaster
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Polasara, Nov 29: Offi -
cials of the Ganjam Dis-
trict Child Protection Unit 
(DCPU) intervened and 
stopped a child marriage 
while it was taking place 
at the Matrushakti Kalyan 
Mandap, near Block Chhak, 
under Polasara police sta-
tion limits Friday. 

Acting on a tip-off, Dis-
trict Child Protection 
Offi cers D Naguratnam 
and Debabrata Mahunta, 
Polasara Integrated Child 
Development Project Offi -
cer Tilottama Rout, Super-
visors Sanghamitra Mish-
ra and Mukta Devi, and 

Anganwadi worker Signa 
Rani Mishra reached the 
venue and prevented the 
marriage from occurring.

According to reports, 
the offi cials were in-
formed about the wedding 
between the son of a Bhe-
jiput village resident, under 
Bhanjanagar police station 

limits, and the daughter of 
a resident of Nayagarh vil-
lage, about to be solemnised 
at the Kalyan Mandap. The 
offi cials decided to inter-
vene when they learnt that 
the girl was an under-age 
minor (below 18 years). 
Following this, the district 
team reached the venue 
before the wedding rituals 
could begin.

Following this, the girl 
(bride) and her family 
members were asked to 
report at the District Child 
Protection Unit offi ce at 
Berhampur, said Polasara 
Integrated Child Develop-
ment Project Offi cer, Tilot-
tama Rout.

DCPU Ganjam stops child marriage

Retd state employees 
stage protest in Ganjam
Chhatrapur: The Ganjam district 
chapter of the Odisha State 
Retired Employees' Federa-
tion staged a protest in front of 
the Collectorate in Chhatrapur 
Friday, demanding restoration of 
suspended facilities specifi cally 
given to senior citizen. The federa-
tion later submitted a 20-point 
charter of demands to the Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
through District Collector Dibya 
Jyoti Parida. The demands include 
provision of medical facilities and 
full pension for 25 years, instead 
of the present 20 years, in accord-
ance with the Central government 
scheme; reinstatement of railway 
concessions to the senior citizen 
as per the pre-Covid era; correc-
tion of the errors committed in the 
7th Pay Commission in respect to 
the pension of retired employees; 
raising minimum pension amount 
from `8,300 to `9,000.

Tribal fest 'Parab' 
held in Koraput
Koraput: Tribal festival ‘Parab', 
which celebrates the rich cul-
tural heritage of local communi-
ties, was organised in Laxmipur 
block of Koraput Friday. MLA 
Pabitra Saunta inaugurated 
the annual festival in the block. 
Organised by the Block Develop-
ment Offi cer (BDO) of Laxmipur, 
Gureswar Bhoi, with the support 
of Vedanta Aluminium, it drew 
over 5,000 tribals and showcased 
the vibrant tapestry of tribal 
art, music, dance and culture. 
Bhoi said it is an annual festival 
that promotes and preserves 
the rich culture of Odisha. This 
initiative also empowers local 
artisans, self-help groups (SHGs) 
and students by offering them a 
platform to exhibit their talent 
and skills, fostering recognition 
and growth opportunities within 
the community, he said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Boudh, Nov 29: Security 
forces unearthed a Maoist 
dump and seized a large 
cache of explosives, includ-
ing 230 gelatin sticks, from a 
forested area near Kanagun 
village under Manamunda 
police limits in the district, 
informed SP Nagaraj De-
varakonda Friday.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the district police 
headquarters Devarakonda 
said intelligence reports had 
indicated increasing Maoist 
activity in the forested areas 
along the Boudh-Kandhamal 
border. “Acting on the in-
formation, police patrols 
and search operations were 
intensifi ed. Information was 
received Thursday about a 
substantial stockpile of ex-
plosives and Maoist mate-

rials near Kanagun village 
under Gundulia Panchayat 
in Boudh block,” he said. 

A joint team comprising 
anti-Maoist operation per-
sonnel, District Voluntary 
Force (DVF), and bomb dis-
posal units was dispatched 
for a search operation. The 
security forces, with the 

help of the bomb disposal 
squad, seized a signifi cant 
quantity of explosives and 
Maoist materials Friday 
morning, the SP said. 

Among the seized items 
were 230 gelatin sticks, 
safety fuses, pressure mech-
anisms, batteries, Maoist 
uniforms, and various 

other supplies, he added. 
Devarakonda said a case 
has been registered at the 
Manamunda police station 
in connection with the sei-
zures. “The recovery of such 
a large number of gelatin 
sticks and Maoist materials 
clearly highlights the active 
presence of Maoists in the 
area,” he added. 

Meanwhile, a Maoist 
with a bounty of `2 lakh on 
her head was arrested from 
Kurti jungle of Malkangiri 
district Friday. Anti Madvi 
alias Lakey ,29, a member of 
the Uday Protection Team, 
was involved in nine inci-
dents of gunfi ght with secu-
rity forces in Odisha, Chhat-
tisgarh and Andhra Pradesh 
between 2018 and 2021,  DIG 
(South-Western Range) Niti 
Shekhar said.

230 GELATIN STICKS, MAOIST 
ITEMS RECOVERED IN BOUDH 



H
ealthy soil is in-
dispensable to life 
on Earth, sustain-
ing nearly 60% 

of all living species. As the 
second-largest carbon reser-
voir after oceans, soil is also 
among our planet’s most im-
portant natural assets in the 
fi ght against climate change.

But the world’s soils are un-
der immense strain. Droughts 
are increasingly turning fer-
tile land into deserts, while 
pesticide use drastically re-
duces soil biodiversity, threat-
ening our ability to produce 
healthy food. As high-quality 
agricultural land becomes 
scarcer, confl icts over shrink-
ing topsoil– critical for crop 
growth – are intensifying.

The Heinrich Böll Founda-
tion’s recent Soil Atlas high-
lights the many ways we are 
losing the ground beneath 
our feet. The current indus-
trial agriculture system has 
been a major driver of soil 
degradation, accelerating 
biodiversity loss and deplet-
ing vital carbon reserves. Yet 
despite its impact, the agri-
culture sector has made little 
progress in advancing climate 
goals. Its global greenhouse 
gas emissions have remained 
largely unchanged over the 
past decade.

As countries worldwide set 
new emissions-reduction tar-
gets under the 2015 Paris cli-
mate agreement, it is clear that 
achieving real emissions cuts 
will require developing strate-
gies to reduce the agriculture 
sector’s carbon footprint.

One approach touted as a 
potential solution is ‘carbon 
farming,’ which uses market 
incentives to reward farmers 
for storing carbon in their 
soil. By adopting practices like 
planting cover crops, farmers 
can earn certifi cates for in-
creasing carbon storage. These 
certifi cates can then be sold as 
carbon credits in voluntary or 
government-mandated mar-
kets, providing farmers with 
an additional income stream.

This concept has gained 
traction in both public-policy 
circles and the private sector. 
Fertilizer and pesticide com-
panies like Yara and Bayer 
have already rolled out their 
own certifi cation programmes, 
while major agriculture pro-
ducers such as Canada and 
Australia have integrated 
these credits into their mar-
kets. The European Union is 
also developing a certifi cation 
programme for carbon farm-
ing, and global carbon markets 
are expected to follow suit.

Unfortunately, the new-
found popularity of carbon 
farming risks perpetuating 
the false notion that emissions 
reductions and soil carbon 
storage are interchangeable. 
Even if we accept this prem-
ise, developing a system to off-
set emissions through carbon 
storage is extremely diffi cult. 
For such a system to be effec-
tive, storage must originate 
from a change in farm prac-
tices and be measurable and 
secure for at least a century.

 But given that carbon 
stored in soils is inherently 
unstable and can easily be 

re-released into the atmo-
sphere by droughts, fl oods, 
or shifts in farming practices, 
long-term storage remains 
highly unreliable.

Previous attempts to ad-
dress this instability in other 
natural reserves have been 
unsuccessful. For example, 
reserve credits set aside to off-
set unintended carbon releas-
es from forests in California 
are being depleted faster than 
anticipated after the intense 
wildfi res there. And there has 
been little interest in credits 
with expiration dates, which 
would require buyers to renew 
them periodically.

 While it is possible to mea-
sure the carbon stored in soil, 
doing so is neither simple 
nor cheap. The accuracy of 
these measurements depends 
on several factors, including 
sampling depth, location, and 
timeframe. Alternative meth-
ods, based on limited sampling 
or mathematical models, have 
failed to overcome measure-
ment challenges.

Since prices for soil-carbon 
credits have been too low to 
cover the costs of changing 

agricultural practices, farm-
ers are unlikely to embrace 
them. In response, European 
regulators have opted to make 
credit generation easier, rath-
er than adjusting price incen-
tives, thus compromising the 
system’s integrity.

Beyond methodological 
challenges, carbon farming 
can serve as a smokescreen for 
the livestock industry. Indus-
try groups claim that carbon 
storage in grasslands can off-
set methane and nitrous-oxide 
emissions. But this scenario is 
unrealistic, given that it would 
require vast amounts of grass-
land. It is well established that 
the most effective way to re-
duce livestock emissions is to 
cut livestock numbers and con-
sumption of meat and dairy.

The carbon-market ap-
proach views maintaining soil 
health and reducing emissions 
as an either/or choice. In re-
ality, both are necessary, as 
healthy soil is essential for 
food production. The Inter-
governmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change has found that 
sequestering carbon in soils 
– or anywhere else – cannot 
replace emissions reductions. 
Targeting emissions reduc-
tions, rather than relying 
solely on soil credits, could 
have the additional benefi t of 
weakening the appeal of con-
troversial technologies that 
aim to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere.

 Simply put, a market-based 
approach to carbon storage 
cannot deliver the transfor-
mative change we need. We 
cannot offset our way out of 
the climate crisis. Instead, we 
should redirect public funds 
currently spent on agricul-
tural subsidies to investments 
that improve soil health and 
support farmers as they un-
dertake the transition to a 
climate-resilient food system.

 The writer is Policy Offi cer 
for Climate and Agriculture at 
the Institute for Agriculture and 
Trade Policy’s European offi ce.

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

T he Central Vista project is fi nally picking up steam, with a buzz 
around relocating key government ministries to swanky, high-
tech offi ces and repurposing the iconic North and South Blocks 

for something more grandiose. Sources have informed DKB that the 
Ministry of Finance will be leading this fi rst phase, trading its North 
Block address for a spot in the new Common Central Secretariat (CCS) 
complex, alongside over a dozen other ministries. The goal? A seamless 
transition by March 2025, which means the clock is ticking for babus 
to pack up their fi les.

And while all eyes are on this move, there’s another project quietly 
waiting in the wings: the Yuge Yugeen Bharat Museum (YYBM). This 
ambitious museum is slated to transform the heritage-rich North and 
South Blocks, presenting a “timeless India” for future generations. 
But there’s a hitch: the Culture Ministry, tasked with building this 
museum, has been waiting for the handover of these blocks, now ex-
pected by mid-2025. This comes after an October 2019 projection, which 
aimed for a March 2024 fi nish for the CCS buildings—a deadline that 
has come and gone, much like a few others in the Vista project.

In the latest round of meetings, it seems offi cials got a nudge to step 
up the pace. Apparently, the target is now January for completing 
the fi rst CCS buildings to allow the big move. As for North and South 
Blocks, June 2025 is the current deadline for the handover, with con-
servation work starting soon after. It’s a race against time, given the 
project’s ambitious scope and the looming 2029 election year. Clearly, 
the Centre wants the Vista facelift fi nished before the next big polls.

Passing the baton or passing the buck!
The Centre’s recent stance on disciplinary authority over IAS and 

IPS offi cers is stirring the pot, and it could have some serious ripple 
effects on Centre-state dynamics. In the Calcutta High Court recently, 
the Centre made it clear that states, not the Department of Personnel 
and Training (DoPT), have the power to take action against offi cers 
serving within their borders. This statement came in response to a 
petition against former Kolkata Police Commissioner Vineet Goyal, 
who allegedly revealed the victim’s name in a high-profi le case.

According to the Ministry of Home Affairs’ circular last month, 
the Additional Solicitor General informed the bench that states have 
jurisdiction when it comes to holding IAS, IPS, or IFS offi cers account-
able for any misconduct. This clarifi cation shifts the burden to states, 
essentially sidestepping the Centre from the responsibility—a move 
that some might see as “passing the buck.”

But this isn’t just about one 
case or one offi cer. It’s a re-
fl ection of a broader trend, as 
states increasingly push back 
on what they see as Centre-led 
overreach. With this new po-
sition, the Centre seems to be 
inviting states to take on greater responsibility, potentially leading to 
a fractured approach in the way bureaucratic discipline is enforced 
across India. For example, some states may be tougher or more lenient 
than others, setting up a patchwork of standards that could make 
offi cers wary about which state they’re posted in next. And, let’s be 
honest, it also opens the door for states to exert a bit more political 
leverage when it comes to “disciplining” offi cers who may not be play-
ing by local rules.

As the Centre and states continue this dance over authority, one 
thing’s for sure: the ground rules of Centre-state relations are quietly 
being rewritten. Whether this ends up fostering more collaboration 
or leads to more tussles is something to keep an eye on.

Project delays or a play of timing?
In a surprising move, a senior IAS officer, holding a prestigious 

post since June 2021, was abruptly sidelined just a month before 
retirement. Officially, his removal was attributed to project de-
lays, but the timing of this bureaucratic shake-up has left many 
raising their eyebrows. Along with this officer, nine others found 
themselves reassigned, sparking speculation about what’s really 
behind this shuffle.

Here’s where it gets interesting: the key official who could have 
influenced this decision—a batch mate of the officer in question—
was absent on the day it all went down. Many believe that if this 
individual had been around, perhaps the outcome would’ve been 
different, sparing the officer from being placed on a waitlist so 
close to retirement.

So, was it all about project delays, or did timing play a crucial role 
here? The offi cer’s abrupt removal right before retirement, combined 
with the absence of an infl uential colleague, suggests there’s more to 
the story. It’s not uncommon for bureaucracy to be as much about 
timing and relationships as it is about performance. For now, though, 
all we can do is wait and watch—until the next chapter in this ongoing 
saga unfolds.

Share a babu experience! Follow
dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect
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 Missing Deadlines

SPECTRUM RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT

Diplomacy should win, war must lose

Canine menace on rail platforms

Sir, It has become a common sight to fi nd dogs right on railway platforms, 
causing untold miseries to rail passengers. The increasing presence of 
stray dogs roaming on the platforms and the station premises, especially 
in big cities and towns, is concerning. Just a few days ago, more than 
twenty-fi ve passengers were bitten by a rabid dog at the very busy Kannur 
railway station. Stray dogs are found everywhere, on the tracks, under 
vehicles in the parking area, and right on the platforms. Normally in big 
stations, platforms see heavy passenger movements. If in this rush some-
one steps on a dog, it would surely attack and bite the passengers, and such 
incidents have happened. Rather than blaming one another, the station 
authority and the concerned municipal corporation in which the stations 
are located must be alert, plan up strategies, and control the situation. 
One of the main reasons for dogs staying on platforms is the availability 
of food, and this can be stopped only if the food stall keepers, vendors, and 
passengers are vigilant enough to avoid throwing food carelessly. Local 
body authorities must catch these dogs and put them in stray animal 
shelters. As the situation is very serious, the authorities concerned will 
have to take immediate measures and put an end to this grave problem.  

M Pradyu, KANNUR

The true lasting quietness 
comes from a complete 
consecration to the Divine
 
 THE MOTHER CHANGE FARM PRACTICES

FOCUS SOIL DEGRADATION

T he Ukrainian war has 
completed one thou-
sand days with horrible 

deaths and devastation that 
has been going with it. There 
is no end to the bloodshed in 
sight in days to come. On the 
contrary, it has just been es-
calated both by Ukraine and 
Russia. Ukraine was allowed 
by Joe Biden to use the mis-
siles supplied by the United 
States in the Russian territory 
outside the war zone. Russia 
has responded in Putin’s low-
ering the threshold for the use 
of nuclear weapons.

As the war rages, Russia 
launched 188 drones against 
most regions of Ukraine in a 
nighttime attack, as reported 
by the Ukrainian Air Force. 
As per the available reports, 
most of the drones were in-
tercepted, but quite a few hit 
the apartment buildings and 
damaged the critical infra-
structure.

Admittedly, it is hard to 
get authentic data from ei-
ther sources—Ukraine or 
Russia. By far the most au-
thentic data available from 
the Institute for the Study 
of War in Washington, Mos-

cow has seized 2,700 sq km 
of Ukrainian land this year 
compared to 4,65 sq km in 
2023. Russia occupies about 
28% of Ukrainian land.

The question staring at the 
whole world is how to end this 
war. On India’s perspective on 
the war, New Delhi has been 
maintaining from day one 
that the confl ict could not be 
solved on the battleground; 
it can only be done through 
dialogue and diplomacy, in 
other words, negotiation. 
But can you negotiate with a 
lion when your head is in its 
mouth? That raises a practi-
cal question on the effi cacy 
of diplomacy when there is 
an obvious power disparity.

We will do well to recall 
that negotiation between 
two blocs was possible when 
there was a balance of power 
between the USA and the So-
viet Union. That is how the 
world experienced several 
negotiations on arms control 
and disarmament, etc.

In the case of Ukraine, 
where a full-blown war goes 
unabated, is there any pros-
pect for negotiation? The 
terms of negotiation are sub-

ject to negotiation itself.
Russia is already using 

troops from North Korea and 
Yemen, etc. The United King-
dom is ready to fi ght on the 
side of Ukraine at any time. 
So, it is not out of order for 
the West to come out openly. It 
will not lead to a Third World 
War more than it is now. The 
Ukrainian war will not draw 
China, another military and 
economic power, to make it 
a world war. Unless Russian 
President Putin is made to re-
alise that he cannot win and 
can only self-destruct, he may 
not agree to the terms set by 
Ukraine and its supporters. 
Russia has to vacate the land 
it has taken from Ukraine af-
ter February 2022 if not after 
the annexation of Crimea.

Coming back to diploma-
cy, no dialogue is feasible if 
there is a big gap in power of 
deterrence among the negoti-
ating parties. A bipolar world 
is conducive to negotiation 
between somewhat equal 
powers. Such a scenario is 
emerging—the Global West 
on one side and China-Russia 
on the other, the Global South 
choosing either of the sides 

formally or on an issue-basis.
Let us face some established 

truths. A multi-polar world is 
a strategic fantasy. Strategic 
autonomy is political romanti-
cism. Security overrides other 
priorities. Collective security 
is wise and less expensive. 
In an interdependent world, 
staying alone is unviable. The 
habit of going with everyone 
makes one less faithful.

However, when the West 
begins to club China and Rus-
sia, the bipolarity will soon 
emerge and make diplomacy 
easier to conduct. If Donald 
Trump cuts a deal with Pu-
tin by throwing Zelenskyy 
or Poland under the bus, it 
will have grave consequenc-
es for the subsequent world 
order, particularly in view 
of the intentions of Putin and 
Xi-Jinping.

Yes, diplomacy should win 
and war as a strategy must 
lose. But for diplomacy to 
succeed, the countries should 
show the collective capacity 
that they are ready for a war.

The writer is Secretary 
General, Association for Dem-
ocratic Socialism

 INFA

 We should redirect public funds currently 
spent on agricultural subsidies to 

investments that improve soil health and 
support farmers as they undertake the 

transition to a climate-resilient food system

GIVEN THAT 
CARBON 

STORED IN 
SOILS IS 

INHERENTLY 
UNSTABLE AND 
CAN EASILY BE 

RE-RELEASED 
INTO THE 

ATMOSPHERE 
BY DROUGHTS, 

FLOODS, OR 
SHIFTS IN 
FARMING 

PRACTICES, 
LONG-TERM 

STORAGE 
REMAINS 

HIGHLY 
UNRELIABLE

Sophie Scherger 

NO DIALOGUE 
IS FEASIBLE IF 

THERE IS A BIG 
GAP IN POWER 

OF DETERRENCE 
AMONG THE 

NEGOTIATING 
PARTIES 

DK Giri

WISDOM CORNER

We always question the bonafi des of the man who tells us 
unpleasant facts  
 RK NARAYANAN

If you want to see the true measure of a man, watch how he 
treats his inferiors, not his equals. 
 JK ROWLING

Love, friendship and respect do not unite people as much as a 
common hatred for something.
 ANTON CHEKHOV

   THIS DAY IN HISTORY
1718: Charles XII, king of Sweden, was killed during a siege of the 
fortress of Fredriksten, east of Oslo Fjord, ending Sweden's “Age of 
Greatness.”

1908: The United States and Japan signed the Root-Takahira 
Agreement, which averted a drift toward possible war through the 
mutual acknowledgment of certain international policies and spheres 
of infl uence in the Pacifi c.

1939: After Finland refused to grant the Soviet Union a naval base and 
other concessions in the fall of 1939, Soviet troops totaling about one 
million men attacked Finland on several fronts, initiating the Russo-
Finnish War.

1966: Barbados, an island nation in the Caribbean situated about 
100 miles (160 km) east of the Windward Islands, had gained internal 
self-rule in 1961 and achieved its full independence from Britain on 
this day.

Changing chess scenario

Sir, Indian Grand Masters are playing completely 
unconventional and unorthodox opening setups. D 
Gukesh won Game 3 against Ding precisely because 
of an opening that blew Ding Liren’s preparation to 
smithereens, making him waste 33 minutes on move 
13 and being more than an hour down by move 20. 
Ding Liren came up with an extremely innovative 
opening move with his Nf3, e3, and then a gambit 
with Ba3. All commentators were discussing what 
to name this new setup or gambit. Indian GMs and 
top-level games against Indian GMs have become a 
whirlpool of innovations in opening theory. Indian 
GMs are bringing in hypermodern opening inno-
vations in chess. The tightly contested Game 4 of 
the World Chess Championship between defending 
champion Ding Liren and India's young sensation 
Gukesh remains equal after 14 moves, with both 
players maintaining a balanced position. 

Dorai Ramani Suresh, GHAZIABAD
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bene (Arunachal Pradesh), 
Nov 29: In the remote villages 
of Arunachal Pradesh, where 
the local tribals were once wary 
of the armed forces, the Indian 
Army has now become synony-
mous with hope and trust cour-
tesy of its philanthropic efforts.

From building schools, pro-
viding healthcare, developing 
sports infrastructure and ad-
dressing the locals’ concerns, 
the army, under ‘Operation 
Sadbhavana’, is not only secur-
ing the borders but also work-
ing for people’s welfare and eas-
ing their day-to-day struggles.

In Bene village in the West 
Siang district of the state, more 
than 300 km from the capital 

Itanagar, the army installed 
fencing around a government 
school for the safety of the 50 
children who study there.

“We get continuous support 
from the army. The army has 
recently got the school fencing 
done. We have urged them to 
adopt our school,” Principal of 
the government upper prima-
ry school Tumto Ete said. The 
school has eight rooms, smart 
classrooms and an alumni asso-
ciation, the principal said.

Similarly, the Eastern Com-
mand of the army constructed 
a community centre, gifted 
swings to government schools 
and built a fence around one of 
them in nearby Darka village in 
the district, paying heed to the 
requests of the local villagers.

“The army has given swings 
and slides and other equipment 
for the students. We have also 

asked them to repair the roof of 
the school building,” Mobi Ete, a 
teacher at a government prima-
ry school in Darka village, said.

A bridge has been built in 
Doji Basti of Darka while a 
compost fertiliser machine 
has been installed in another 
village, an army offi cer said.

To promote tourism in the 
remote Wak village, the army 
conducted a 15-day hospitality 
certifi cate programme for the 
lone homestay owner.

“I have been running a 
homestay for the last four 
years. Most of the guests are 
army personnel and their fam-
ily members. There is immense 
potential for tourism in this 
part of the state, which is unex-
plored. After the army’s 15-day 
course, we have learnt various 
new hospitality skills,” Tumge 
Ete, the homestay owner, said.

From building schools, 
providing healthcare, 

developing sports 
infrastructure and 

addressing the locals’ 
concerns, the army, under 
‘Operation Sadbhavana’, 
is not only securing the 

borders but also working 
for people’s welfare and 
easing their day-to-day 

struggles

AMBASSADORS OF HOPE

Army’s ‘Operation Sadbhavana’ 
transforming Arunachal villages

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP), 
Nov 29: After four decades 
of conservation efforts, 
Dudhwa National Park has 
marked a signifi cant mile-
stone by releasing its fi rst 
one-horned rhinoceros 
into the open forests, with 
three more likely to follow.

The release of a 12 to 
15-year-old male rhi-
no, named Raghu, took 
place Thursday in the 
27-square-kilometer rhino 

rehabilitation area (RRA-
1), Field Director of Dud-
hwa Tiger Reserve (DTR) 
Lalit Verma said.

This marks a signifi cant 
step in the park’s ongoing 
efforts to reintroduce the 
species to their natural 
habitat, Verma told PTI. 
Raghu was one of four 
rhinos selected for release 
after an extensive evalua-
tion by experts and three 
female rhinos are expect-
ed to be released by Friday 
evening, he said.

Majestic return of rhino 
in Dudhwa National Park

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ayodhya (UP), Nov 29: Priests 
will not be allowed to enter the 
Ayodhya Ram temple in case of 
birth or death in their family, 
member of Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust Anil 
Mishra said Friday.

“A priest’s entry in the temple 
is completely prohibited in a state 
of impurity, as he turns impure in 
the event of death or birth in his 
family,” Mishra said while talking 
about the guidelines for the priests 
of the Ram temple.

Priests who have completed six 
months of training will soon be 
entrusted with the responsibility 
of conducting rituals at the Ram 
temple. According to Champat 
Rai, general secretary of Shri Ram 
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra, the 
new priests will have to follow the 
guidelines made by the religious 
committee of the Ram temple.

According to the guidelines, 
priests will conduct rituals in all 
the 18 temples within the com-
plex of Ram Janmabhoomi on a 
rotational basis. Anil Mishra, a 
member of the Ram Temple Trust, 
said a training programme was 

conducted recently for the deploy-
ment of priests at the Ram temple. A 
team of highly qualifi ed individuals 
in Ayodhya provided six months of 
training to 20 priests.

Giving the details about the 
dress code of the priests, Mishra 
said from the waist down, one 
must wear an ‘achala’, and on the 
upper body a ‘chaubandi’ along 
with a turban or ‘safa’.

Woollen clothes in the same 
colour (saffron) can also be worn 
during the winter season. There 
will be a restriction on carrying 
mobile phones during worship, 
especially android phones.

Traditional basic phones can 
be used if necessary, Mishra said.

An idol of the new Ram Lalla was 
consecrated at the Ayodhya temple 
January 22, a landmark event led 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
who also gave a clarion call to go 
beyond the grand mandir’s con-
struction to build the foundation 
of a “strong, capable and divine” 
India of the next 1,000 years. As the 
inauguration of the temple marked 
the culmination of a decades-long 
campaign, mostly under the Hin-
dutva banner, to reclaim a disput-
ed religious site in Ayodhya, Modi 
said it was the advent of a new era.

AYODHYA RAM TEMPLE

Priests to face entry ban 
after family death, birth

Arunachal govt signs MoU with ITBP
Itanagar: The Arunachal Pradesh government Friday signed an MoU 
with the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) Force to supply fruits, veg-
etables, meat, fish, dairy, and millet from local villages to the force’s 
units stationed across the state. 

According to the 
guidelines, priests will 

conduct rituals in all the 18 
temples within the complex 
of Ram Janmabhoomi on a 

rotational basis
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PRIYANKA, RAHUL TO ADDRESS 
MEETING IN WAYANAD TODAY
Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra, who took oath as the MP of Wayanad, 
will be holding a joint public meeting with her 
brother and Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi in the hill constituency November 
30, party sources said Friday. This will be her 
fi rst visit as MP of the constituency

INDIA parties 
formed the 

government in 2 out 
of 4 states. But our 
performance was 
below expectations. 
This is a challenge 
for us in terms of 
the future
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | 
CONGRESS PRESIDENT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29:  India Fri-
day said the interim government 
in Bangladesh must live up to 
its responsibility of protecting 
all minorities as it expressed 
serious concern over the "surge" 
of extremist rhetoric and increas-
ing incidents of violence against 
Hindus as well as attacks on tem-
ples in the neighbouring country.

 New Delhi also hoped that 
the case relating to Hindu monk 
Chinmoy Krishna Das, arrested 
in Bangladesh on sedition charge, 
will be dealt with in a just, fair 
and transparent manner. Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
told Parliament that India has 
taken a serious note of incidents of 
violence against minorities in Ban-
gladesh and that it is the primary 
responsibility of Dhaka to protect 
the life and liberty of all the citi-
zens, including minorities.

The relations between India 
and Bangladesh have come under 
strain after the interim government 
headed by Nobel laureate Muham-
mad Yunus came to power follow-
ing the resignation of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina in August amid 
unrest. India has been expressing 
concern over attacks on minorities, 
especially Hindus, in that country.

“The primary responsibility 
for the protection of life and lib-

erty of all citizens of Bangladesh, 
including minorities, rests with 
the government of Bangladesh,” 
Jaishankar said, adding that 
the Indian high commission in 
Dhaka continues to monitor the 
situation related to minorities in 
that country “closely”.

 Separately, the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) called 
upon Bangladesh to take all steps 
for the protection of minorities 
and hoped that the case involving 
arrested Chinmoy Krishna Das 
will be dealt with in a just, fair and 
transparent manner.

MEA spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said India has consistently 
and strongly raised with the Ban-
gladeshi government the threats 
and targeted attacks on Hindus 
and other minorities.  "Our posi-
tion on the matter is very clear -- 

the interim government must live 
up to its responsibility of protect-
ing all minorities," Jaiswal said at 
his weekly media briefi ng.

“We are concerned at the surge 
of extremist rhetoric, increasing 
incidents of violence and provoca-
tion. These developments cannot 
be dismissed only as media exag-

geration. We once again call upon 
Bangladesh to take all steps for the 
protection of minorities,” he added.

 Responding to a question in the 
Lok Sabha, Jaishankar said India 
is concerned over incidents of vi-
olence against Hindus and other 
minorities, their homes and busi-
ness establishments and attacks on 
temples and religious places.

 "The government has taken 
a serious note of these incidents 
and shared its concerns with the 
government of Bangladesh."  "Re-
ports of attacks on temples and 
puja mandaps also came to light 
during the recent Durga Puja fes-
tival in Bangladesh. The govern-
ment had expressed its serious 
concerns regarding the attack on a 
puja mandap in Tantibazar, Dhaka 
and theft at the Jeshoreshwari Kali 
temple at Satkhira during Durga 
Puja 2024," Jaishankar said.

 Jaishankar said that following 
these attacks the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment had issued instructions 
for providing special security in-
cluding deployment of Army and 
border guards to ensure a peaceful 
Durga Puja celebrations.

On the arrest of Das, who was 
associated with the ISKCON (In-
ternational Society for Krishna 
Consciousness), Jaiswal said it is 
India's expectation that a fair and 
transparent trial will be ensured in 
the case.

Protect all minorities: India to B’desh
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar told Parliament that India has taken a serious note of 

incidents of violence against minorities in Bangladesh and that it is the primary responsibility 
of Dhaka to protect the life and liberty of all the citizens, including minorities

The relations between India and 
Bangladesh have come under 

strain after the interim government 
headed by Nobel laureate 
Muhammad Yunus came to power 
following the resignation of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina in August 
amid unrest

India has been expressing concern 
over attacks on minorities, 

especially Hindus, 
in that country

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 29: A day 
after issuing a government 
resolution (GR) for the re-
lease of `10 crore funds to 
strengthen the state Waqf 
Board, the Maharashtra 
government Friday with-

drew the order amid oppo-
sition by the BJP.

State Chief Secretary 
Sujata Saunik confi rmed 
that the order has been 
withdrawn. The Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP), which 
won the recent state assem-
bly elections as part of the 
Mahayuti alliance, opposed 
the GR saying the decision 
was taken at the adminis-
trative level, and added that 
Waqf Board has no place in 
the Constitution.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gondia, Nov 29: At least 11 
passengers were killed and 23 oth-
ers injured after a Maharashtra 
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (MSRTC) bus overturned in 
Gondia district of the state Friday 
afternoon, police said.

The bus, operated under the ser-
vice name ‘Shiv Shahi’, was car-
rying 36 passengers and heading 
to Gondia district from Bhanda-
ra in eastern Maharashtra when 
it fl ipped over at Davva village 
under Sadak Arjuni taluka af-
ter its driver applied brakes to 
avoid hitting a two-wheeler that 
suddenly came in the front, a se-
nior police offi cial said.

“Eleven passengers were killed 
and 23 others injured in the acci-
dent which took place at around 

12.30 pm,” he said. The injured 
passengers were shifted to differ-
ent hospitals, the offi cial added. 
The deceased included a 32-year-
old woman police personnel, iden-
tifi ed as Smita Suryavanshi from 
Morgaon in Gondia, police said.

Of the 11 deceased passengers, 
nine have been identifi ed so far, 
while the identity of two others in 
their 50s is yet to be ascertained, 
he said.  Senior police and district 
offi cials visited the accident spot.

Caretaker Chief Minister 

Eknath Shinde expressed grief 
over the loss of lives in the acci-
dent and announced a compensa-
tion of `10 lakh each to the next 
of the kin of the deceased. Shinde 
spoke to the Gondia collector and 
instructed that all the injured pas-
sengers be provided proper treat-
ment and medical care. If needed 
they should be admitted to private 
hospitals for specialised treatment 
and expenses for the same will be 
borne by the state government, a 
statement quoted him as saying.

Devendra Fadnavis, deputy 
chief minister in the outgoing 
government, described the bus ac-
cident as unfortunate and offered 
his condolences to the bereaved 
family members. In a post on X, 
Fadnavis said if needed, the in-
jured passengers must be treated 
in private hospitals.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: A private school 
in Delhi's Rohini, located within one 
kilometre of the site of a low-intensity 
blast in Prashant Vihar, received a 
bomb threat via email Friday, Delhi 
Fire Service offi cials said.

The threat was later declared a 
hoax after a thorough search in the 
school premises, they said.  Accord-
ing to an offi cial, a call was received 
from the Delhi Police about the 
bomb threat email at Venkateshwar 
Global School (VGS) at 10.57 am.

 The school is located around 
one kilometre from the site where 
the low-intensity blast took place 
Thursday.  A team of the Delhi Fire 
Services (DFS) immediately reached 
the spot. Police, bomb disposal 
squad, dog squad, along with DFS 
personnel checked the entire prem-
ises of the school, the offi cer said.

 No suspicious object was found 
and the threat was declared a 
hoax, the offi cer added. 

Maha govt withdraws `10cr allocation

MAHA: 11 KILLED AS STATE 
TRANSPORT BUS OVERTURNS

Delhi school gets 
hoax bomb threat

WAQF ROW
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DELHI’S AIR QUALITY 
REMAINS ‘VERY POOR’ 
Delhi's air quality stayed in the “very poor” 
category for the sixth consecutive day 
Friday, while the city experienced its cold-
est night of the season with the tempera-
ture dropping to 9.5 degrees Celsius

Despite being an acknowl-
edged space power, India’s 
share of global business is 
just two per cent at $386 
billion. India plans to raise 
it to $500 billion by 2030 
and hit $1.5 trillion by 2047
S SOMANATH | ISRO CHAIRMAN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The 
Supreme Court Friday 
ordered a Sambhal trial 
court to halt proceedings 
in the case over the Mu-
ghal-era Shahi Jama Mas-
jid and its survey at Chan-
dausi while directing the 
UP government to main-
tain peace and harmony 
in the violence-hit town. 

A court of civil judge (se-
nior division) of Sambhal 
November 19 passed an 
ex-parte order for a sur-
vey of the mosque by an 
advocate commissioner 
after taking note of a plea 
of the Hindu side claim-
ing the mosque was built 
by Mughal emperor Babur 
in 1526 after demolishing a 
temple.   Violence gripped 
the area, post the order, 
snuffi ng out four lives 
November 24.

  A bench comprising 
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khan-
na and Justice Sanjay 
Kumar Friday directed 
"peace and harmony must 
be maintained" and took 

note of the statement of Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
(ASG) K M Nataraj, appear-
ing for the state adminis-
tration, in this regard. 

 It directed the proposed 
report of the advocate com-
missioner following the 
mosque survey be kept 
in a sealed cover, till the 
appellate court including 
the Allahabad High Court 
heard the appeal of the 
mosque committee. 

 "The learned civil judge 
will not proceed with the 
matter till the revision 

petition/appeal/miscella-
neous petition to be fi led 
by the petitioner, is listed 
before the high court/ap-
propriate court/forum." 

"The report submitted 
by the advocate commis-
sioner, if any, will be kept 
in a sealed cover and will 
not be opened. Any further 
proceedings in the suit 
would be subject to the 
order passed by the high 
court/appropriate court/
forum,” it said. 

 The apex court further 
directed the petition fi led 

by the Shahi Jama Masjid 
Committee against the tri
al court's survey order be 
listed before the Allahabad 
High Court or any other 
appropriate forum within 
three working days.

 "We feel that the pe-

titioner, Committee of 
Management, Shahi Jama 
Masjid, Sambhal, must 
challenge the order dated 
November 19, 2024, before 
an appropriate court/fo-
rum as per law, including 
the provisions of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
and the Constitution of In-
dia," the order said.

 The bench further ob-
served, in case any revi-
sion petition or an appeal 
or a miscellaneous petition 
was fi led before the appro-
priate court or forum, it 
would be listed within 
three working days from 
the fi ling date.

 The order noted the plea 
of the Hindu side was fi xed 
before the civil judge Janu-
ary 8, 2025. 

  The bench made clear it 
hadn't expressed any opin-
ion on the merits of the 
matter and ordered listing 
of the case of the mosque 
committee in the week 
commencing January 6.  It 
granted liberty to parties to 
move appropriate applica-
tions if necessary.

SAMBHAL MOSQUE DISPUTE

SC stays survey, calls for peace

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 29: India 
Friday said the indictment 
of Indian billionaire Gautam 
Adani by US prosecutors is 
a ‘legal matter’ involving 
private fi rms, individuals 
and the US Department of 
Justice and that New Delhi 
was not informed about the 
case in advance.

In the fi rst offi cial reac-
tion after the industrialist 
was charged with alleged 
fraud by prosecutors in the 
United States, Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) 
Spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said India is yet 
to receive any communi-
cation for cooperation in 
the case.  The Indian gov-
ernment is not part of the 
matter in any manner at 

this point of time, he said.
“We see this as a legal 

matter involving private 
fi rms and individuals 
and the US Department of 
Justice. Obviously, there 
are established proce-
dures and legal avenues 
in such cases, which we 
believe would be fol-
lowed,” Jaiswal said.

“The government of In-
dia was not informed in 
advance on the issue. We 
have not had any conver-

sation with the US gov-
ernment on it,” he added. 
Jaiswal’s response at a 
media briefi ng came when 
he was asked whether the 
American side had kept 
India in the loop on the 
matter. 

“Any request by a for-
eign government for ser-
vice of summons or arrest 
warrant is part of mutual 
legal assistance. But such 
requests are examined on 
merits. We have not re-
ceived any request on this 
case from the US side,” he 
said in a statement. 

“This is a matter which 
pertains to private indi-
viduals and private enti-
ties, and the government 
of India is not part of it in 
any manner at this point 
of time,” he added.

Adani case legal issue between 
private fi rms and US, says India 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Nov 29: Cy-
clonic storm ‘Fengal’over 
Bay of Bengal is likely to 
make a landfall Novem-
ber 30 afternoon, close to 
Pondicherry, with wind 
speed upto 90 kmph, the 
India Meteorological De-
partment said Friday.

Under its infl uence, 
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall at a few places and 
extremely heavy rainfall at 
isolated places is expected 
in north Tamil Nadu and 
Pondicherry. Earlier in the 
day, the IMD said the deep 
depression intensifi ed into 
cyclonic storm 

With Fengal (pronounced 
as Feinjal) all set to cross 
coast, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment appealed to people 
to stay indoors and declared 
November 30 a holiday for 
educational institutions 
and IT companies were re-
quested to allow employees 
to work from home. Public 
transport has been suspend-
ed on the East Coast Road 
and Old Mahabalipuram 
Road here, which is close 
to the shoreline, Saturday 
afternoon. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 29: The 
Enforcement Directorate 
Friday raided the premis-
es of businessman Raj Kun-
dra, the husband of actor 
Shilpa Shetty, and some 
others as part of a money 
laundering case linked 
to alleged distribution of 
pornographic and adult 
movies, offi cial sources 
said. Around 15 locations 
in Mumbai and some cities 
in Uttar Pradesh are being 
searched, including the 
home and offi ce of 49-year-
old Kundra and some other 
persons, the sources said.

The agency is under-
stood to be questioning 
Kundra at one of these 
premises. Shetty's lawyer 

Prashant Patil told PTI that 
the action was not against 
the actor and Kudra was 
"cooperating in the in-
vestigation for the truth 
to come out." This money 
laundering case of May, 
2022 stems from at least 
two Mumbai police FIRs 
and charge sheets fi led 
against Kundra and oth-
ers. The businessman and 
some others were arrested 
in the case and later grant-
ed bail. This is the second 
money laundering case 

against Kundra. Early this 
year, the ED had attached 
assets worth Rs 98 crore 
of Kundra and Shetty in a 
crypto currency case. The 
couple, however, obtained 
relief from the Bombay 
High Court against this 
attachment order.

The businessman told a 
local Mumbai court in 2021 
that there was not even an 
iota of evidence with the 
prosecution (Mumbai Po-
lice) that would connect 
the app 'Hotshots', used 
in the alleged porn fi lms 
racket, with an offence 
under law. 

According to the probe 
agency, the 'Hotshots' app 
was being used by accused 
persons for uploading and 
streaming obscene content.

Pornography case: ED raids Raj Kundra

SP, Cong delegations 
to visit district
Sambhal (UP): Friday prayers 
at the Shahi Jama Masjid and 
other places in this district 
passed off peacefully amid tight 
security while Internet services 
were restored here, days after 
a violent protest against a 
court-ordered survey of the 
Mughal-era mosque claimed 
four lives. The district has 
been put under a tight security 
blanket with drones in the air, 
additional police personnel on 
the ground and CCTV cameras 
installed near the disputed 
mosque for proper surveillance. 
The administration has also 
imposed prohibitory orders 
in the district, stopping the 
entry of outsiders till Saturday. 
Ahead of the prayers Friday, 
district authorities appealed to 
the locals to offer their prayers 
in the nearest mosques rather 
than gathering at the Shahi 
Jama Masjid.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 29: A key 
Mahayuti meeting sched-
uled Friday was put off 
and likely to take place on 
Sunday now as outgoing 
Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde headed 
to his native village, delay-
ing government formation 
a week after poll results.

The ruling alliance's 
meeting was expected to 
be convened in Mumbai 
Sunday, said sources in the 
Shiv Sena, which is headed 
by Shinde.

Leaders of the BJP, the 
largest Mahayuti constitu-
ent, said they were await-

ing arrival of central ob-
servers for the legislature 
party meeting.

The swearing-in of the 
new government is expect-
ed to take place next week, 
the sources said.

Shinde, speaking to 
reporters in New Delhi 
Thursday night, had said 
talks with Union Home 
Minister and senior BJP 
leader Amit Shah on gov-
ernment formation were 
positive and the next round 
of discussions will be held 
in Mumbai Friday.

However, BJP sources 
maintained no gathering 
of Mahayuti leaders was 
scheduled for Friday.

MAHAYUTI MEETING PUT OFF; 
SHINDE HEADS TO HIS VILLAGE

Cyclonic storm 
‘Fengal’ to make 
landfall near Pondi
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UK PARL VOTES IN FAVOUR
OF ASSISTED DYING BILL
Britain’s Parliament voted in 
favour of a new bill to 
legalise assisted dying 
Friday, opening the way for 
months of further debate 
that has divided the country

We have recently 
uncovered a stag-

geringly reckless campaign 
of Russian sabotage in Eu-
rope, even as Putin and his 
acolytes resort to nuclear 
sabre-rattling to sow fear 
about the consequences of 
aiding Ukraine
RICHARD MOORE | 
HEAD OF UK’S SECRET INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

SHORT TAKES

UK transport Secy 
quits over fraud case
London: Louise Haigh resigned 
as Britain’s transport secretary 
Friday after revelations 
that she pleaded guilty to 
a criminal offence before 
becoming a Member of 
Parliament. Her resignation is 
the fi rst by a member of Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer’s cabinet 
since his Labour party won 
power at a general election in 
July. She handed in her notice 
after media reports emerged 
Thursday evening that she 
had incorrectly told police her 
work mobile phone was stolen 
when she was mugged in 2013. 
But she found the handset 
later and did not inform 
police. British media said 
she admitted a fraud charge 
in court in 2014 and was 
discharged without any further 
action. In a resignation letter, 
published by Downing Street, 
Haigh, 37, said she wanted to 
avoid being a “distraction” to 
the government.

Sectarian violence: 
Toll rises to 122 
Peshawar: With two deaths 
in fresh incidents of gunfi re 
despite a ceasefi re between 
the Shia and the Sunni groups, 
the toll has increased to 122 
in the sectarian violence over 
last week in different parts of 
Kurram district in northwest 
Pakistan, police and hospital 
said Friday. The clashes in 
the Kurram district of the 
restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province escalated with fresh 
gunfi re claiming two more 
lives and injuring six others 
Thursday prompting Governor 
Faisal Karim Kundi Friday 
to extend an offer to Chief 
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur to 
personally visit the disturbed 
area. The clashes between 
Alizai and Bagan tribes in the 
district started November 22, 
after an attack on a convoy 
of passenger vans near 
Parachinar. 

China court jails 
journo for 7 years 
Beijing: A Beijing court 
sentenced veteran Chinese 
state media journalist Dong 
Yuyu Friday to seven years 
in prison for espionage, his 
family said in a statement, 
calling the verdict a grave 
injustice. Police in the Chinese 
capital detained the 62-year-
old former Guangming Daily 
editor and journalist in 
February 2022 while he was 
lunching with a Japanese 
diplomat, the US National 
Press Club said in a statement. 
He was later charged with 
espionage. “Sentencing Yuyu 
to seven years in prison on no 
evidence declares to the world 
the bankruptcy of the justice 
system in China,” Dong’s 
family said in a statement. 

We don’t 
argue that its 
(social media 

ban for under-16s) 
implementation 
will be perfect, just 
like the alcohol 
ban for under-18s doesn’t mean 
that someone under 18 never has 
access, but we know that it’s the 
right thing to do

ANTHONY ALBANESE |  PM, AUSTRALIA

This (fi ling 
impeachment 
complaints 

against the vice 
president) is not 
important. This will 
not make any dif-
ference to even one single Filipino 
life, so, why waste time on it

FERDINAND MARCOS JR  | 
PRESIDENT, THE PHILIPPINES

uoteu

If the United 
States wants 
to main-

tain peace in the 
Taiwan Straits, 
it is crucial for it 
to recognise the 
independence nature of Lai Ching-
te and the Democratic Progressive 
Party authorities (referring to 
ruling party)

MAO NING  |  
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON, CHINA

REUTERS

Riyadh, Nov 29: Saudi Arabia 
has abandoned its pursuit of an 
ambitious defence treaty with 
Washington in return for nor-
malising relations with Israel 
and is now pushing for a more 
modest military cooperation 
agreement, two Saudi and four 
Western offi cials told Reuters.

In a drive to get a wide-rang-
ing mutual security treaty 
over the line earlier this year, 
Riyadh softened its position 
on Palestinian statehood, tell-
ing Washington that a public 
commitment from Israel to 
a two-state solution could be 
enough for the Gulf kingdom 
to normalise relations.

But with public anger in 
Saudi Arabia and the wider 
Middle East at fever pitch over 
Israel’s military actions in Ga-
za, Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman has again made 
recognition of Israel condition-
al on it taking concrete steps 
to create a Palestinian state, 
two Saudi and three Western 
sources said.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu is still eager 
to secure normalisation with 
the Saudi powerhouse as a 
historic milestone and a sign of 
broader acceptance in the Arab 
world, Western diplomats said.

But he faces overwhelming 
opposition at home to any con-

cessions to the Palestinians 
following the October 7 Hamas 
attacks and knows any gesture 
in the direction of statehood 
would fracture his ruling coa-
lition, they said.

With both leaders shack-
led for now by their domestic 
powerbases, Riyadh and Wash-
ington hope a more modest de-
fence pact could be sealed be-
fore President Joe Biden leaves 
the White House in January, 
the sources said.

A full-blown US-Saudi treaty 
would need to pass the US Sen-
ate with a two-thirds majority 
and this would be a non-starter 

unless Riyadh recognises Isra-
el, the six sources said.

The pact now under discus-
sion would involve expand-
ing joint military exercises 
and drills to address regional 
threats, mainly from Iran. It 
would foster partnerships be-
tween US and Saudi defence 
fi rms, with safeguards to pre-
vent collaboration with China, 
the sources said.

But it would not be the kind 
of binding mutual defence trea-
ty that would oblige US forces 
to protect the world’s biggest 
oil exporter in the event of for-
eign attack.

THE TRUMP DILEMMA
The picture is complicat-

ed further, however, by the 
impending arrival of Donald 
Trump in the White House.

While Trump’s plan to re-
solve the Israeli-Palestinian 
confl ict excludes any provi-
sions for Palestinian statehood 
or sovereignty, he is a close al-
ly of the Saudi crown prince.

Palestinian and some Arab 
offi cials worry that Trump and 
his son-in-law Jared Kushner, 
architect of the “Deal of the 
Century” and also a close ally 
of the crown prince, may ulti-
mately persuade him to sup-
port the plan.

How the prince reconciles 
Saudi priorities with this 
shifting diplomatic landscape 
will be pivotal, defining both 
his leadership and the future 
of the peace process, diplo-
mats said.

ISRAEL STALEMATE

Saudi abandons US treaty bid
Riyadh has stepped 
back from pursuing 

a US defence treaty, 
citing a lack of 

progress in 
normalisation talks 

between the 
country and Israel

Saudi softened its position on Palestinian 
statehood, telling Washington that a public 

commitment from Israel to a two-state 
solution could be enough for the Gulf kingdom 

to normalise relations

Riyadh wants Israel to 
fi rst commit to Palestinian 
statehood

Saudi opts instead for more 
modest US military pact act

Cooperation pact would 
expand joint military exercises

REUTERS

Kenya, Nov 29: About 1.5 
million years ago, individuals 
of two different species in the 
human evolutionary lineage 
trudged on a muddy lakeshore 
in northern Kenya, leaving be-
hind intersecting trackways 
alongside the footprints of an-
telopes, horses, warthogs, giant 
storks and other animals.

These tracks turned into fos-
sils that scientists have now 
discovered at a location called 

Koobi Fora, providing the fi rst 
evidence that these two spe-
cies, Paranthropus boisei and 
Homo erectus, shared the same 
landscape, literally crossing 
paths. The discovery raises 
intriguing questions about the 
relationship between the two 
species and any competition 
for resources.

Paranthropus boisei, the 
more distantly related to mod-
ern humans of the two, lived 
from about 2.3 to 1.2 million 
years ago, standing up to about 
137 cm tall. They had a skull 
adapted for large chewing mus-
cles, including a cranial crest 
like those in male gorillas, as 
well as massive molars. Their 
feet bore ape-like traits includ-
ing in the big toe.

Homo erectus, an early 
member of our evolutionary 
line with body proportions 
like those of Homo sapiens, 
lived from about 1.89 million 
to 110,000 years ago, ranging 
from about 145-185 cm tall. They 
had large brow ridges and big-

ger brains than Paranthropus 
boisei, though smaller than our 
species.

The researchers found the 
footprints in 2021 in the vi-
cinity of Lake Turkana. They 
identifi ed one long trackway 
of 12 footprints, each about 26 
cm long, attributed to an adult 
Paranthropus boisei individu-
al based on their shape and the 
manner of locomotion.

The researchers said the 
trackways appear to have been 
left within hours or perhaps a 

couple of days, the mud had 
never dried and cracked and 
the individuals even may have 
seen each other. There was no 
evidence of interaction.

“The fossil footprints provide 
us a clear picture of that instant 
in time, 1.5 million years ago. 
The different human ancestors 
may well have passed by each 
other, wading in the shallow 
water, possibly hunting and 
gathering,” said paleoanthro-
pologist Louise Leakey, direc-
tor of the Koobi Fora Research 

Project and co-author of the 
study published Thursday in 
the journal Science.

The researchers reanalysed 
trackways that were previous-
ly discovered nearby, deter-
mining that both species were 
present together on fossilised 
muddy surfaces over a period 
spanning roughly 200,000 years.

“It is possible that they 
competed directly, but also 
possible that they were not in 
direct competition and both 
had access to the resources 
that they needed on this shared 
landscape,” said paleoanthro-
pologist and study lead author 
Kevin Hatala of Chatham Uni-
versity in Pittsburgh.

Footprints show two ancient human species crossed paths
A new study describes 
ancient footprints 
from the species 
Homo erectus and 
Paranthropus boisei 
that were left near a 
lake in Kenya within 
hours or days of one 
another

Possibly a direct 
ancestor of Homo 
sapiens, Homo 
erectus was the fi rst 
human species to 
spread beyond Africa

SNIPPETS

Chad ends defence agreement with France
Dakar: Chad’s government is ending a defence 
cooperation agreement with France, its 
former colonial ruler, to redefi ne the nation’s 
sovereignty. The decision marks a historic 
turning point after the Central African nation 
gained independence more than six decades 
ago, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Abderaman 
Koulamallah said in a statement Thursday. 
It said the decision to end the agreement 
would allow Chad to redefi ne its strategic partnerships in line with 
national priorities. There was no immediate response from France’s 
government. Chad was one of the last countries in the region in which 
France maintained a large military presence, having been ousted in recent 
years from Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso after years of fi ghting Islamic 
extremists alongside regional troops. Those countries have inched closer 
to Russia, which has mercenaries deployed across the Sahel, the vast 
expanse below the Sahara desert.

Russian defence min visits North Korea
Seoul: Russian Defence Minister Andrei 
Belousov arrived in North Korea Friday 
for talks with North Korean military 
and political leaders as the countries 
deepen their cooperation over Russia’s 
war in Ukraine. In announcing the visit, 
Russia’s Defence Ministry didn’t say 
whom Belousov would meet or the 
purpose of the talks. North Korean 
state media didn’t immediately confi rm the visit. Belousov, a former 
economist, replaced Sergei Shoigu as defence minister in May after 
Russian President Vladimir Putin started a fi fth term in power. Photos 
released by the Defense Ministry showed Belousov walking alongside 
North Korean Defense Minister No Kwang Chol on a red carpet at a 
Pyongyang airport. North Korean military offi cials were seen clapping 
under a banner that read, “Complete support and solidarity with the 
fi ghting Russian army and people.”
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Dhaka, Nov 29: Bangladesh 
Friday expressed deep concern 
over the violent protest at the 
Deputy High Commission in 
Kolkata and urged New Delhi 
to ensure safety of all its diplo-
matic missions in India.

A statement from the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs also 
claimed that the Bangladesh 
fl ag and an effi gy of the inter-
im government chief Muham-
mad Yunus were burnt during 
the protest that turned violent 
Thursday.

Members of Bangiya Hindu 
Jagaran Manch took out a rally 
to the offi ce of Bangladesh Dep-
uty High Commission in Kolk-
ata to protest attacks on the 
Hindu community and arrest 
of spiritual leader Chinmoy 
Krishna Das in Bangladesh.

Das, a former member of In-
ternational Society of Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) of 
Bangladesh, was arrested in 
connection with a sedition case 
Monday and denied a bail Tues-
day. It triggered protests by Hin-
du community members in var-
ious locations in Bangladesh, 
including in the capital Dhaka 
and the port city of Chattogram.

Friday’s statement from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
claimed that the protesters 
reached the boundary of the 
Bangladesh Deputy High Com-
mission and set fi re to its na-
tional fl ag and burnt Yunus’ 
effi gy and said it “strongly 
condemns the deplorable act.”

“Although the situation 
seems to be under control at 
the moment, there is a prevail-
ing sense of insecurity among 
all the members of the Deputy 
High Commission,” the state-
ment said. The statement also 
called upon the government of 
India to take necessary mea-
sures to prevent occurrences 
of such incidents in the future.

It also urged the government 
of India to ensure safety and 
security of the Deputy High 
Commission in Kolkata and 
other diplomatic missions in 
India as well as its diplomatic 
and non-diplomatic staff.

Hindu minority groups in 
Bangladesh have been frequent-
ly reporting atrocities against 
their community members in 
different parts of the country. 
The attacks intensifi ed during 
and after the violent protest 
that led to ouster of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina in August, 
and have continued even after 
Yunus took charge.

India Friday said the inter-
im government in Bangladesh 
must live up to its responsibility 
of protecting all minorities as it 
expressed serious concern over 
the “surge” of extremist rheto-
ric and increasing incidents of 
violence against Hindus as well 
as attacks on temples.

Dhaka asks India to
protect its missions
The country claims its fl ag burnt during protest in Kolkata

The Spider-Man balloon fl oats in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York  PTI PHOTO

REUTERS

Kyiv, Nov 29: Russian drone 
attacks on Ukraine injured at 
least eight people and damaged 
residential buildings in the cap-
ital Kyiv and in the southern 
Odesa region overnight, offi -
cials said Friday.

Ukraine’s air force said in a 
statement that, of 132 drones 
launched against the country 
overnight, it had downed 88 
drones, while 41 were “lost”, 
likely due to electronic warfare, 
and one returned to the Russian 
territory.

Russia has stepped up its 
nightly drone attacks on 
Ukrainian cities as it continues 
to push along the eastern front-
line, making some of its largest 
monthly territorial gains since 
2022. It launched a record-high 
number of 188 drones against 
the country Tuesday before 
staging a large-scale attack on 
Ukraine’s power grid Thursday.

Russian drone 
attacks damage 
buildings in Ukraine
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Mumbai, Nov 29: The 
rupee plunged 13 paise to 
settle at a fresh all-time 
low of 84.60 against US dol-
lar Friday, dragged down 
by unabated foreign fund 
outflows even as weak do-
mestic macroeconomic data 
jolted the overall sentiment.

Forex traders said, dollar 
demand from importers for 
meeting month-end pay-
ment obligations weighed 
on the rupee, while, the 
GDP data released by the 
government later in the day 
adversely impacted the cur-
rency market, toppling the 
local unit to its record low.

The latest government da-
ta released Friday showed 
India’s economic growth 
slowed to near two-year 
low of 5.4 per cent in the 
July-September quarter of 
this fiscal due to poor per-
formance of manufacturing 
and mining sectors as well 
as weak consumption.

The gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) had expanded by 
8.1 per cent in the July-Sep-
tember quarter of 2023-24 
fiscal and 6.7 per cent in 
first quarter of current fis-
cal (April-June 2024).

The previous low level of 
GDP growth at 4.3 per cent 
was recorded in the third 
quarter (October-Decem-
ber 2022) of financial year 
2022-23.

Meanwhile, the Central 
government’s fiscal deficit 

at the end of the first 
seven months of the 
current financial year 
touched 46.5 per cent 
of the full-year target.

The deficit stood at 
45 per cent of the bud-
get estimates in the 
corresponding period 
of 2023-24.

Also, the data on 
output of eight key in-
frastructure sectors 
showed the rate of 
expansion at 3.1 per 
cent in October 2024, 
sharply lower com-
pared to the 12.7 per 
cent growth registered 
in the same month last 
year. On a monthly 
basis, the production 
growth of these sec-
tors was higher than 
the 2.4 per cent ex-
pansion recorded in 
September 2024.

At the interbank 
foreign exchange, the 
rupee opened at 84.49, 
inched up to 84.48 and 
touched the lowest 
level of 84.60 against 
the greenback during 
intra-day. The unit al-
so ended the session 
at 84.60 against the 
dollar, registering a 
sharp fall of 13 paise 
over its previous 
close.

Rupee’s previous 
lowest closing level 
of 84.50 was recorded 
November 21.
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Business
ZOMATO RAISES $1 BN VIA QIP

Food delivery aggregator Zomato has raised 
`8,500 crore by selling equity shares to qualifi ed 
institutional investors, mainly domestic mutual 
fund houses, to fund its expansion and growth 
plans. Zomato, which also owns quick-commerce 
fi rm Blinkit, had launched its Qualifi ed 
Institutional Placement (QIP) issue 
November 25, which closed Thursday

GST regime 
is very 
compli-

cated. There are 50 
(different) cess rates 
and if I look at other 
things... it might go 
up to 100 rates
ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN | FORMER 
CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISOR

We actually 
generate 
billions and 

billions of bills 
of entry and 
shipping bills 
every year. To 
be able to do this without the 
help of technology 
is not possible
SANJAY MALHOTRA | REVENUE SECRETARY

The RBI’s 
GDP growth 
projection 

of 7.2 per cent 
for 2024-25 
and the stable 
interest rate 
environment will further 
boost investor sentiment. As 
the sector continues to grow, 
it’s essential that we address 
the existing challenges and 
leverage opportunities for 
sustainable growth
HARI BABU | PRESIDENT, NAREDCO

uoteu

As an 
industry, 
we’re also 

looking for 
some more 
ease of do-
ing business, 
(removal of) overlapping 
regulations and certain areas 
where they have put in QCO 
orders, which is also 
impacting ‘Make in India’ 
and also exports
HIMANSHU BAID | CII CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY FORUM

Fiscal defi cit hits 46.5 pc
of full-year target in Oct
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The Cen-
tre’s fi scal defi cit at the end of 
the fi rst seven months of fi nan-
cial year 2024-25 touched 46.5 per 
cent of the full-year target, gov-
ernment data showed Friday.

In absolute terms, the fi scal 
defi cit -- the gap between gov-
ernment’s expenditure and 
revenue -- was at `7,50,824 crore 
during April-October period, 
according to data released by 
the Controller General of Ac-
counts (CGA).

The defi cit stood at 45 per 
cent of the Budget Estimates 
(BE) in the corresponding pe-
riod of 2023-24.

In the Union Budget, the 
government projected to bring 
down the fi scal defi cit to 4.9 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in the current 2024-25 fi -
nancial year. The defi cit was 5.6 
per cent of the GDP in 2023-24.

In absolute terms, the gov-
ernment aims to contain the 
fi scal defi cit at `16,13,312 crore 
during the current fi scal.

The revenue-expenditure da-
ta of the Union government for 
the fi rst seven months of 2024-25 
showed that the net tax revenue 
was about `13 lakh crore or 50.5 
per cent of budget estimate for 
the current fi scal.

The net tax revenue collec-
tion was 55.9 per cent at Sep-
tember-end of 2023.

The Central government’s 
total expenditure in the seven 
months through October stood 
at `24.7 lakh crore or 51.3 per 
cent of budget estimate. Ex-
penditure was 53.2 per cent of 
budget estimate in the year-ago 
period.

Of the total expenditure, `20 
lakh crore was in the revenue 
account and `4.66 lakh crore in 
the capital account.

Commenting on the data, 
Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist, 
ICRA, said the government 
of India’s fi scal defi cit com-
pressed to `7.5 lakh crore or 
46.5 per cent of the FY25 BE in 
April-October FY25, from `8 
lakh crore in April-Oct FY24, 
led by the RBI’s dividend pay-
ment as well as the continuing 
YoY contraction in the capital 
expenditure.

“The double tranche of tax 
devolution released to the 
states dampened the net tax 
collections of the GoI in Octo-

ber 2024. Additionally, a sharp 
jump in revenue expenditure 
in the month of October 2024 
led to a YoY rise in the fi scal 
defi cit in that month (`2.8 lakh 
crore in October 2024 versus 
`1 lakh crore in Oct 2023),” 
she said.

The CGA data also showed 
that out of the total revenue 
expenditure, ̀ 5,96,347 crore was 
on account of interest payments 
and `2,48,670 crore towards ma-
jor subsidies.

Out of the total receipts up 
to October, `7.22 lakh crore 
has been transferred to state 
governments as devolution of 
share of taxes by government 
of India, which is `1.94 lakh 
crore higher than the previ-
ous year.

Fiscal defi cit is the difference 
between the total expenditure 
and revenue of the government. 
It is an indication of the total 
borrowing that is needed by the 
government.

The defi cit stood at 45 per 
cent of the Budget Estimates 
(BE) in the corresponding 
period of 2023-24.

In the Union Budget, the 
government projected to 
bring down the fi scal defi cit 
to 4.9 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
in the current 2024-25 
fi nancial year
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Mumbai, Nov 29: Benchmark 
Sensex rallied 759 points while 
Nifty closed above 24,100 Friday 
following buying in frontline 
stocks Bharti Airtel and Reli-
ance Industries.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
jumped 759.05 points or 0.96 per 
cent to settle at 79,802.79. During 
the day, it soared 880.16 points or 
1.11 per cent to 79,923.90.

The NSE Nifty climbed 216.95 
points or 0.91 per cent to 24,131.10.

From the 30-share Sensex 
pack, Bharti Airtel, Mahindra 
& Mahindra, UltraTech Cement, 
Adani Ports, Reliance Industries, 
Larsen & Toubro, JSW Steel, Hin-

dustan Unilever, Titan and Tata 
Motors were the biggest gainers.

Power Grid, Nestle, State 
Bank of India and Infosys were 
the laggards. Majority of Adani 
Group fi rms ended higher, 
with Adani Green Energy 
soaring 21.72 per cent and 

Adani Energy Solutions surg-
ing 15.56 per cent on the BSE.

The BSE smallcap gauge 
climbed 0.76 per cent and midcap 
index went up by 0.31 per cent. 
A large-cap-driven, broad-based 
rally ensued in the domestic mar-
ket. The anticipated slowdown 

in India’s Q2 GDP to 6.5% has 
already been refl ected in Q2 cor-
porate earnings, which the mar-
ket appears to have discounted, 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Financial Services said.

Offi cial data released after 
the market hours showed the 
Indian economy growing at a 
slower rate of 5.4 per cent in 
the July-September period of 
2024-25 from 8.1 per cent in the 
year-ago period.

Among sectoral indices, BSE 
healthcare jumped the most 2.05 
per cent, followed by telecommu-
nication (1.53 per cent), utilities 
(1.46 per cent), energy (1.09 per 
cent), commodities (1.04 per cent) 
and teck (1.02 per cent).

Sensex rebounds 759 pts, Nifty ends above 24,100
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New Delhi, Nov 29: The gov-
ernment is considering chang-
ing the base year for computa-
tion of the GDP to 2022-23 in 
February 2026 to refl ect an ac-
curate picture of the economy, 
a top government offi cial said. 
This will be the fi rst revision in 
over a decade. It was last done 
in 2011-12.

Addressing an event here, 
Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation (Mo-
SPI) Secretary Saurabh Garg 
further said the ministry will 
come up with monthly esti-
mates of Periodic Labour Force 
Survey (PLFS) from January 
next year.

“Next base year (GDP) will 
be 2022-23...will be implement-
ed from February 2026,” Garg 
said.

The 26-member Advisory 
Committee on National Ac-
counts Statistics (ACNAS), 
which was constituted under 
the chairmanship of Biswanath 
Goldar, is expected to complete 
the exercise by early 2026.

Regularly updating the 
base year is essential to en-
sure that indices accurately 
refl ect changes in the econo-
my’s structure, such as shift 
in consumption pattern, sector 
weight and the incorporation 
of new sectors.

Garg said that MoSPI is in 
process of starting procedure 
of economic census.

He also pitched for pro-
moting data driven decision 
making.

Govt mulls change
in base year for
GDP computation

Aster, QCIL ink
merger deal
New Delhi Aster DM Healthcare 
Ltd and Blackstone-backed 
Quality Care India Ltd on Friday 
announced a merger deal through 
a share swap deal creating one of 
India’s top three hospital chains.
The two companies have signed 
defi nitive agreements to merge, 
subject to regulatory, corporate 
and shareholders' approvals, Aster 
DM Healthcare (Aster) and Quality 
Care India Ltd (QCIL) said in a joint 
statement. The merger will create 
one of the top three hospital chains 
in India in terms of revenue and 
number of beds with 38 hospitals 
and over 10,150 beds with a strong 
presence across South and Central 
India in 27 cities, it added.
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Mumbai, Nov 29: Banks’ cred-
it to industry grew by 8 per cent 
in October 2024 compared to 4.8 
per cent in the year-ago peri-
od, according to the RBI data 
released Friday.

The Reserve Bank data also 
showed that credit to agriculture 
and allied activities registered a 
growth of 15.5 per cent year-on-
year (y-o-y) in October 2024, com-
pared to 17.4 per cent seen in the 
same month of last year.

Among major industries, 
credit to ‘chemicals and chem-
ical products’, ‘petroleum, coal 
products and nuclear fuels’, 
and ‘all engineering’ recorded 
a higher growth in October 2024 
as compared to their respective 
growth rates a year ago.

Personal loans growth decel-
erated to 15.8 per cent (y-o-y) in 

October as compared to 18 per 
cent recorded a year ago, large-
ly due to decline in growth in 
‘other personal loans’, ‘vehicle 
loans’ and ‘credit card out-
standing’.

However, ‘housing’ -- the 
largest constituent of personal 
loans segment -- recorded an ac-
celerated growth on year.

RBI further said credit 
growth to services sector was 
at 14.1 per cent in October 2024 
(20.4 per cent a year ago), pri-
marily due to lower growth in 
credit to ‘non-banking fi nancial 
companies’ (NBFCs) and trade 
segment.

However, growth of credit to 
‘commercial real estate’ accel-
erated in October 2024.

Non-food bank credit in Octo-
ber 2024 grew at 12.8 per cent, as 
compared to 15.5 per cent a year 
ago, RBI said.

Banks’ credit to industry
grows by 8 pc in October

` CRASHES 13 PAISE TO 
SETTLE AT RECORD LOW 
OF 84.60 AGAINST $
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ICC’s ultimatum for 
Pak cricket board
Dubai: The ICC has told the 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)  
to either accept the ‘hybrid’ 
model of hosting for next 
year’s Champions Trophy or 
be prepared to be ousted from 
the event . This came after 
PCB’s adamant stand led to 
an inconclusive meeting of 
its executive board Friday. In 
the emergency meeting the 
PCB once again rejected the 
‘hybrid’ model despite India’s 
fi rm refusal to travel to the 
neighbouring country due to 
security concerns. “Look no 
broadcaster will give a penny to 
ICC for an event without India,” 
an ICC offi cial said. 

HI launches mobile 
application for HIL 
New Delhi: In a signifi cant 
step towards popularising the 
sport and enriching the fan 
experience, Hockey India (HI) 
launched Friday the offi cial HI 
and Hockey India League (HIL) 
application (app) for mobile 
devices. The launch comes as 
excitement builds for the return 
of the HIL, a tournament that 
brings together top talent from 
around the globe to showcase 
their skills in India. With the 
app’s comprehensive offerings, 
fans can stay connected and 
engaged as the league gears up 
for its much-awaited revival. 

Haaland, Mbappe 
in FIFA’s shortlist  
Zurich: Norway’s Erling 
Haaland, France’s Kylian Mbappe 
and England’s Jude Bellingham 
are among the nominees in the 
'Best Male Player' category as 
FIFA has announced Friday the 
shortlist of nominees for ‘The 
Best FIFA Football Awards 2024’, 
which will recognise the leading 
lights in another thrilling year 
of women’s and men’s football 
at both club and national levels. 
Among the other nominees are 
Dani Carvajal (Spain), Lamine 
Yamal (Spain),  Lionel Messi 
(Argentina) and Rodri (Spain).

Amorim’s 1st win 
London: Rasmus Hojlund 
scored twice as Manchester 
United fought back to beat 
Norwegian team Glimt 3-2 in the 
Europa League match played 
Thursday to give new manager 
Ruben Amorim a victory in 
his fi rst game at Old Trafford. 
Hojlund also set up the opening 
goal scored by Alejandro 
Garnacho in the opening minute 
of the game, but United still 
had to stage a comeback in 
order to stay unbeaten in the 
competition with two victories 
and three draws.
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Canberra, Nov 29: Shubman 
Gill returned to the India nets 
Friday, showing enough signs 
of a full recovery from a thumb 
injury that ruled him out of the 
series opener against Australia 
in Perth.

The top-order batter was 
seen facing Yash Dayal and 
Akash Deep in the nets ahead 
of the pink ball warm-up game 
against Australian PM’s XI 
starting Saturday. Gill had 
contributed majorly to India’s 
victorious march the last time 
India were in Australia in 2020-
21. So it was good to see him re-
covering early. 

“I was just trying to get a 
feel to be honest, see how the 
injury is reacting, if any kind 
of soreness is there but it went 
much better than what I and 
Kamlesh bhai (Kamlesh Jain, 
physio) expected. Very happy 
with that,” Gill said in a video 
posted by BCCI on ‘X’ after the 
training session here.

Gill was naturally disap-
pointed about getting injured 
ahead of the fi rst Test but In-
dia’s special performance put 
him back in a positive frame 
of mind.

“Any ball when it hits the 
middle of the bat, the feeling 
that you get, that is the feeling 
I play for. When I got to know 
about my injury, the fi rst cou-
ple of days I was quite low and 
disappointed,” Gill informed.  

“Perth is the only venue we 
did not play last time around 
(2020-21). It is such an iconic 
venue. But the way we played 
at the end of it, I was very hap-
py. It was indeed a great win 

especially after we got bowled 
out for 150 in the fi rst innings,” 
the batter added.

However, it is not predicted 
that Gill will return to his usu-
al batting position as KL Rahul 

excelled as an opener in Perth 
in skipper Rohit Sharma’s ab-
sence. While Rohit is expected 
to open alongside Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, Rahul could come in 
at No. 3 pushing Gill to No. 5.

Gill back at nets; bats  
Recovery from thumb injury quicker than expected for batter  

'ACTION MAKES BUMRAH SPECIAL'
Melbourne: Jasprit Bumrah’s unorthodox bowling action and 
exceptional skill-set makes him a ‘complete package’, according to 
Australia’s premier batter Steve Smith. “From the start of his run-up, 
it’s just all awkward,” Smith told the Sydney Morning Herald. “The 
way he runs in is different to pretty much anyone else, then the last 
bit of his action is different. It is a challenge indeed. Put that together 
with his skill set – he swings it (ball) both ways, he can nip it off the 
seam, he can reverse it, got a good slower ball, a good bouncer – he’s 
pretty much the complete package as a bowler,” Smith added. 
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Lucknow, Nov 29: Indian 
shuttlers PV Sindhu and Lak-
shya Sen moved a step closer 
to clinching the women’s and 
men’s singles titles respective-
ly, registering straight-game 
wins to advance to the semi-
fi nals of the Syed Modi Inter-
national Super 300 badminton 
tournament here Friday.

Top seed Sindhu, a two-time 
champion at the event (2017, 
2022), defeated China’s Dai 
Wang 21-15, 21-17 in a 48-min-
ute women’s singles quarter-
fi nal. Lakshya also dominated 
his match, beating compatriot 
Meiraba Luwang Maisnam 21-8, 
21-19 in the men’s singles quar-
terfi nal.

“Today’s match was im-
portant. Even though she 
is a lower-ranked player, it 
doesn’t matter. I have rectifi ed 
my mistakes from yesterday 
(Thursday). I have not repeat-
ed what went wrong today. I 
was aggressive from the be-
ginning. Overall, I am happy 
with my game,” Sindhu said 
after the match.

Sindhu is ranked 18th in 
the world while Wang is at 
118th. “Yesterday, it was a 
rough patch at some point of 
time. But I think today I did 
not give her (Wang) a chance. 
I am happy with the result and 
my game. I would like to fi nish 
the year on a very good note,” 

Sindhu added.
Sindhu will face fellow Indi-

an Unnati Hooda in the semi-
fi nals, while Lakshya is set to 
meet Japan’s Shogo Ogawa.

“It was a good match. 
Overall, happy with the 
way I started. The sec-
ond game was tough 
at some moments 

but I am happy I could pull out 
the match,” Lakshya said after 
his win.

Hooda, who won the Odisha 
Open title in 2022, earned a 
commanding 21-16, 21-9 victo-
ry over USA’s Ishika Jaiswal 
in her quarterfi nal.

“I took time to adjust to the 
court conditions, but I stuck to 
my game plan and it became 
better with time,” said Hooda, 
who missed six months earlier 
this year due to injury.

“It is very different to make 
the transition from the junior 
to the international circuit, and 
I need to improve on a lot of as-

pects to do well in internation-
al events, which is extremely 
competitive. So I need to de-
velop my game very quickly,” 
Hooda added.

Second-seeded women’s dou-
bles duo of Treesa Jolly and 
Gayatri Gopichand, who have 
qualifi ed for the season-ending 
World Tour Finals in China, 
continued their fi ne run with 
a 21-8, 21-15 win over sixth seeds 
Go Pei Kee and Teoh Mei Xing 
to enter the semifi nals.

In mixed doubles, fi fth-seed-
ed pair Dhruv Kapila and Tani-
sha Crasto defeated Malaysia’s 
Loo Bing Kun and Ho Lo Ee 21-

16, 21-13 to advance to the semi-
fi nals. However, eighth-seeded 
Ayush Shetty, a bronze medal-
list at the 2023 World Junior 
Championships, bowed out 
after a 7-21, 14-21 loss to Ogawa 
in men’s singles.

SINDHU, SEN 
seal semis spot

AT A GLANCE
PV Sindhu bt Dai Wang 

21-15, 21-17

Lakshya Sen bt Luwang 
Maisnam 

21-8, 21-19

Unnati Hooda bt Ishika 
Jaiswal

21-16, 21-19 

IN FULL FLOW: PV Sindhu leaps to smash 
during her match against Dai Wang at 
Lucknow, Friday   PTI PHOTO  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Singapore, Nov 29: Indian 
Grandmaster (GM) D Gukesh 
and defending champion Ding 
Liren played out a mostly risk-
free draw in the fourth round 
to remain level on points in the 
World Chess Championship 
battle here Friday. It was clear 
that neither player was willing 
to take any risk. 

The two players signed peace 
after 42 moves vide repetition 
and are tied on two points each 
after four games of the 14-round 
showdown. The fi rst to reach 
7.5 points will be crowned 
world champion.

The 18-year-old Gukesh, who 
was playing with black, is the 
youngest-ever challenger for 
the title and had won the third 
game Wednesday.

“Towards the end, I had 
some chances to press better 
but with black this is all you 
can expect,” Gukesh said after 
the game. “I am just trying to 
make good moves,” he added 
when asked about the pros-
pect of becoming the youngest 
world champion.

The 32-year-old Liren had 
won the opening game before 
the two played out a draw in 
the second game. “This round, 

I tried to play safe. It turns 
out I got a little bit of an ad-
vantage. The score is still bal-
anced. There are more games 

to come,” Liren said. “I had a 
rest day to recover from the 
tough loss. I am in a very good 
mood. It worked well, not so 
bad,” he added.

Viswanathan Anand is so 
far the only Indian to have 
won the title, having claimed 
it fi ve times in his career. The 
semi-retired legend made the 
ceremonial fi rst move Friday 
for Gukesh.

Gukesh, Liren share a point
 4TH GAME OF WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP ENDS IN A DRAW

D Gukesh makes a move in his game against Ding Liren  

With black pieces, 
you can’t take too 
many risks and 

that is why I 
played safe

D GUKESH 

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Angel 
Raj’s (106, 85b, 17x4) brilliant 
century helped Odisha defeat 
Jharkhand by 113 runs in a 
match of the Women’s U-15 One 
Day Trophy – 2024 played at the 
RDCA Ground in Raipur, Fri-
day. Riding on Angel’s knock 
the Odisha eves posted 202 
for the loss of four wickets in 
35 overs and the bowlers then 
dismissed Jharkhand for 89 in 
28.1 overs to script an emphatic 
victory for their side. 

Angel was in imperious form 
as she took the attack to the 
Jharkhand bowlers after Odi-
sha had lost a couple of early 
wickets. Some of her shots 
within the ‘V’ were a treat to 
watch. Angel showed the poten-
tial that she could turn into an 
asset for the state and country 
in the near future. 

The other notable contribu-
tion in the Odisha innings came 
from Sheetal Rout (33, 41b, 6x4). 
These two knocks powered Odi-
sha past the 200-run mark.  

None of the Jharkhand bat-
ters could offer any resistance 
to the Odisha bowlers. Only 
Surbhi Singh (19) tried to put up 
a fi ght, but the rest of the bat-

ters fell in a heap. Chirashree 
Rout (3/10) was the pick of the 
Odisha bowlers. 

BRIEF SCORES
Odisha 202 for 4 (Angel Raj 

106, Prachi Pradhan 2/39) beat 
Jharkhand 89 (Chirashree Rout 
3/10) by 113 runs. 

Angel scripts big
victory for Odisha

Angel Raj 

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Twenty one-year-old foot-
baller from Manipur, 
Thoiba Singh Moirangth-

em, is a promising young talent 
in India who, currently plays 
as a defender for Odisha FC. 
Thoiba fi rst gained national 
recognition in 2019 when he 
became the youngest Indian 
to score in an AFC Cup match 
while playing for Minerva Pun-
jab. In the 2024-2025 ISL season, 
Thoiba has been an integral 
part of Odisha FC’s setup, ap-
pearing in six matches. 

What was your feeling 
when you heard that you 
have been selected to the 
national camp?

I remember it was right after 
the Mohun Bagan match. I was 
having dinner when I got a call 
from the OFC management. They 
asked if I was going home and I 
told them I planned to leave the 
next morning. That’s when they 
told me, ‘Don’t go home you’re 
going to the national camp. For 
a moment, I was silent and in 
shock. I couldn’t believe it. 

How does it feel to achieve 
a childhood dream of being 
part of the national team?

Playing for the national team 
has been my dream since child-
hood. Now it has fi nally come 
true. There’s still a long way 
to go and I’m excited to be part 
of the camp. I’m ready to work 
hard and give my best.

  
What was it like training 

alongside experienced play-
ers like Rahul Bheke and 
Sandesh Jhingan?

Training alongside expe-
rienced players like Rahul 
Bheke and Sandesh Jhingan 
was an incredible experience. 
Everyone knows what they’ve 
achieved in Indian football, 
and I felt lucky to train with 
them. They weren’t just great 
players but also wonderful peo-
ple. I look forward to gaining 
knowledge from them. 

How was the working ex-
perience with India head 
coach Manolo Marquez?

It was a good experience 
during the short period of the 

camp. He is an excellent coach 
who demands more from 
the players, pushing 
them to give their best, 
perform well, develop 
their skills, and prove them-
selves.

Can you share your foot-
ball journey and how it 
shaped you as a player?

When I started playing foot-
ball, I didn’t even have a ball. 
I used to play with a pomelo. 
Later, I joined a local academy 
called Amofa Academy. Then 
I joined the Minerva Acad-
emy, where I won the U-15 
I-League three times and the 
U-18 I-League once. Eventually, 
I joined Odisha FC, and my 
journey here has been 
incredible so far. 

What message 
do you have for 
young footballers 
aspiring to achieve 
their dreams?

Never give up, no matter 
the obstacles. Stay disciplined, 
work hard, and believe in 

yourself. Success doesn’t come 
overnight; it’s the result of con-
stant effort and learning.

Never give up is Thoiba’s motto
OFC defender working hard to fulfi l his aspirations after modest beginning in Manipur  

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: KIIT 
added fi ve more medals Friday 
to their tally in the ongoing 
North East Zone Inter Univer-
sity Swimming (Men & Women) 
Championships 2024-25 at the 
KIIT-KISS Swimming Complex 
here. With this, KIIT have so 
far won 10 medals in the com-
petition. More than 500 swim-
mers from 110 universities are 
participating in the meet. 

On the second day of the com-
petition, KIIT swimmers won 
two gold medals, an identical 
number of bronze medals and 
one silver. Divyanka Divyajy-
oti Pradhan won gold in the 

women’s 50m breaststroke gold 
medal and Rithvika Mittapaal-
li bagged the silver. This inci-
dentally is Divyanka’s second 
individual gold medal in the 
championship. Nilabjaa Ghosh 
then added to KIIT’s tally by 
winning bronze medals in the 
100m butterfl y and 100m free-
style events. 

KIIT’s relay team in the 
4x100m medley event compris-
ing of Firdoush Kayamkani, 
Divyanka, Nilabjaa and Rith-
vika signed off the day on a 
positive note winning the gold 
medal. Among the 10 medals, 
KIIT have so far won are fi ve 
gold medals, a single silver and 
four bronze medals. 

KIIT swimmers win 5 more medals

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Pondi-
cherry defeated Odisha by 16 
runs in a rain-curtailed Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy match 
played Friday at Visakhapat-
nam. The 20-over a side game 
was reduced to six overs for each 
team. Pondicherry scored 91 for 
two in their six overs and then 
restricted Odisha to 75 for three. 

Put in to bat, Pondicherry 
openers Arun Karthik (35, 15b, 
3x4, 3x6) and Ajay Rohera (21, 
10b, 1x4, 2x6) gave their side a 
scintillating start putting on 
39 runs in just 2.4 overs. Then 
Arun and Akash Kargave (22, 
8b, 1x4, 2x6) added 44 runs 
for the second wicket in just 
17 balls to put their side in a 
strong position.

Even though Odisha skipper 
Govind Poddar (33 n o, 12b, 5x6) 
made a valiant attempt to take 
his side over the line, the oth-
ers did not play the supporting 
role. Govind should have also 
come higher up the order. When 
Odisha lost their third wicket 
with the score on 33, the game 
had already slipped out of their 
hands. They needed 59 runs in 
2.3 overs and the singular effort 
of Govind could not help them. 
Abhishek Yadav, even though 
he scored 18, consumed 13 de-
liveries for it.

Odisha lose in 
rain-curtailed tie
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