2 women run over
while boarding train

Chikiti: In a tragic incident, two
women were killed after being run
over by a train they were boarding
at Surla Road railway station under
Golanthara police limits in Ganjam
district, Sunday morning.

The deceased were identified

as Jhunu Gouda, 59, and

Parbati Gouda, 59, residents of
Jagannathpur village in Pitatali
panchayat. They used to work as
cooking assistants at Jagannathpur
Primary School.Sources said both
the deceased were members of the
Pachika Sahayika Mahasangha.
The incident occurred while they
were boarding the Palasa-Cuttack
DMU train to attend an association
rally in Bhubaneswar. When they
attempted to board the train, they
lost balance and fell under the
wheels of the moving train leading
to their death on the spot.

Justice Yadav likely
to explain stand

New Delhi: Justice Shekhar
Kumar Yadav, who purportedly
made controversial statements
at a VHP function, is likely to
appear before the Supreme
Court Collegium soon to explain
his stand on the controversy.

" The top court December 10 took
note of news reports over the
statements and sought a report
from the Allahabad High Court on
the entire issue. “The Supreme
Court has taken note of newspaper
reports of a speech given by Mr
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav,

a sitting judge of the High Court

of Judicature at Allahabad. The
details and particulars have been
called from the high court and the
matter is under consideration,” an
official statement had said. P9
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No matter what the question is, just
criticise the Nehru-Gandhi family
and you'll pass in flying colours

Zakir Hussain
admitted to ICU
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: Tabla
maestro Zakir Hussain has
been admitted to the ICU of a
San Francisco hospital with
heart-related problems, his
friend and flautist Rakesh
Chaurasia said Sunday.

The 73-year-old US-based mu-
sician, who has taken the tabla
to the global stage, had been hav-
ing blood pressure issues, added
Hussain's manager Nirmala
Bachani. “He has been admitted
to a hospital in San Francisco for
a heart-related problem for the
last two weeks,” Bachani said.

“He is unwell and admitted
in the ICU right now. We all are
worried about the situation,”
Chaurasia told PTI.

Amid reports claiming that
Hussain had died, his publicist
confirmed to PTI that the per-
cussionist is being treated at
the San Francisco hospital and
“has not passed”. Hussain's sis-
ter Khursheed told PTI that her
brother is “very very critical”
but is “very much breathing at
the moment”.

Rumoured hoyfriend

Actress Triptii Dimri

was spotted again with
- rumoured boyfriend Sam
Merchant
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Israel eyes Golan Heights

Israel agrees Sunday to double
its population on the occupied
Golan Heights while saying
threats from Syria remains
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Russian oil dips

dips in November to its

Import of Russian crude oil

lowest level since June 2022
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FIRE FIGHTING: Firemen douse a fire at a seven-storey commercial building in the Worli area of south Mumbai Sunday morning

Jumbo tramples sisters in sleep

People in a tribal hamlet in the
mining-affected Bonai block of
Sundargarh district were jolted
from their sleep Sunday morn-
ing when a wild tusker strayed
into their village. While most of
the villagers ran to safety, the
tusker trampled two little girls,
aged 12 and three respectively, in
their sleep. Though the incident
will pass off as yet another case
of growing man-animal conflict,
an analysis of the event reveals
that the mishap could have been
averted if the authorities were
better prepared. According to
the statistics presented before
the Parliament December 13,
Odisha accounts for the maxi-
mum number of deaths (624) in
India (2,829) in elephant attacks
between 2019 and 2024. The state
holds the dubious distinction
despite being home to a lower
number of elephants compared
to Karnataka, Assam, Kerala,
and Tamil Nadu.

PNN & AGENCIES

Rourkela, Dec 15: Two sis-
ters were trampled to death by
a wild elephant after it attacked

Murder

olk ballads. Fan fiction.
FLegal defense funds. “Free

Luigi” T-shirts. Support
for the 26-year-old charged with
murder in the shooting of Unit-
edHealthcare chief executive
Brian Thompson has evolved
into a frenzied online fandom,
reflecting the simmering dis-
content among American citi-
zens against the current state
of healthcare.

The story of Luigi Mangione,
who stands accused of shoot-
ing a 50-year-old father of two
while he was on his way into
an investor conference, has
hit a cultural nerve, bridging
long-simmering anger against
insurance companies with
the rapid currents of internet
culture. Online creators have
made memes depicting Mangi-
one as a patron saint, designed

their house in Sundargarh dis-
trict Sunday, officials said.

The incident occurred in
Kantapalli village in Tamada
range of Bonai forest division,
they said.

The deceased were identified
as Samiya Munda, 12, and her
sister Chandni Munda, three,
they added.

The two girls were sleeping
when the elephant attacked
their kuchcha house and
brought down a portion of it.
When the adults saw the ele-
phant, they fled, but the girls,
who were asleep, were left be-
hind amid the commotion.

Reports said that after hear-
ing the noise, the 12-year-old

merchandise featuring his
mug shots and written sexu-
ally explicit fan fiction about
the accused Killer. Their posts
encapsulate a mix of admira-
tion, anticorporate sentiment
and frustration with Ameri-
can healthcare. Some websites
are racing to remove content
that glorifies violence or the
suspect.

Sites such as Etsy, Redbub-
ble and TeePublic have tried
to remove listings for items
depicting Mangione but have
struggled to keep up with the
speed of new designs. Videos
in which TikTok users profess
crushes on Mangione have dis-
appeared from the social-media
site. Representatives for Tik-
Tok did not respond to requests
for comment.

Using a tactic often employed

girl woke up and tried to run
away, but the intruder elephant
grabbed her before she could es-
cape. Subsequently, it trampled
and killed her before handing
out the same cruel fate to the
three-year-old.

Divisional Forest Officer Lal-
it Patra said, “We are keeping
a close eye on the elephant as
it is roaming in the area. It is
a lone tusker, which probably
separated from its herd.”

The elephant has a radio col-
lar but could not be tracked as
the service provider of the GSM
SIM card in it does not have
network in the area, he said.

The government would pro-
vide compensation to the fam-

. it

by stan armies—the rabid fans
of celebrities—supporters flood-
ed the Yelp page of the Altoona,
Pa., McDonald’s where Mangi-
one was arrested with one-star
reviews. Conversely, review-
ers bestowed five-star praise
on a Levi’s jacket the suspect
allegedly wore the day of the

ily members of the deceased,
he added. Meanwhile, conser-
vationists have slammed the
authorities for their blind reli-
ance on technology that led to
the tragic incident.

Sangitya Iyer, Founder of
Voice For Asian Elephants, an
elephant conservation organ-
isation which works towards
safety of elephants in Odisha,
said “Radio collar would work
if the device is able to convey
the detection to the stake-
holders. In this case, it seems
to have been dysfunctional,
which is unfortunate. One of
the greatest challenges facing
technology is its ability to func-
tion properly. It should have
been tested and tried in such
areas before implantation. In
this situation it appears that
the device was installed in a
haphazard manner, albeit with
good intentions,” she said.

“Elephants only want some
fodder, their space has been
invaded by humans and they
have nowhere else to go to find
food,” she added while express-
ing her grief over the death of
the two little girls.

shooting: “Looks great when
you wanna chat up ladies, but
functional when you need to
shoot a CEO.”

Mangione, an athletic, Ivy
League-educated scion of a
wealthy Baltimore family, has
been cast as a folk hero by those
who sympathize with him. Crit-
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0z dominate India

Travis Head and Steve Smith
centuries help Australia put 405
for 7 on the score board at the end
of second day of the third Test
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Atul Subhash’s wife, her
mother and brother held

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bengaluru, Dec 15: The Ben-
galuru police have arrested
three people, including the
estranged wife of senior tech
executive Atul Subhash, who
died by suicide recently.
Nikita Singhania was ar-
rested in Gurugram, Haryana,
while her mother Nisha Singha-
nia and brother Anuragh Sing-
hania were picked up from Ut-
tar Pradesh's Prayagraj, police
said Sunday. They were arrest-
ed Saturday morning, brought
to Bengaluru and sent to 14-days
judicial custody after being pro-
duced before a local court.
Karnataka Home Minister G
Parameshwara said Subhash's
wife, mother-in-law and broth-
er-in-law have been apprehend-
ed and are in judicial custody.
The investigation will follow.
Subhash, 34, was found hang-
ing from his house in Munneko-
lalu, Southeast Bengaluru, De-
cember 9. He left behind lengthy
videos and notes, blaming his
wife and in-laws for driving him
to suicide through “false” cases
and “persistent torture”.
Marathahalli police has reg-
istered a case of abetment to
suicide and arrested Nikita and
two others. Addressing report-
ers here, Parameshwara said,
“He (Subhash) had left about
a forty page death note and he
has raised several issues, most
importantly about the misuse of
provisions in the law that were
meant for protection of women."

City to host World Athletics
Continental Tour in Aug '25

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 15: India will
host its maiden World Athlet-
ics Continental Tour event -- a
bronze level global meet -- in
Bhubaneswar August 10 next
year, the national federation
said Sunday.

The announcement was made
by the Athletics Federation of
India (AFT) while releasing the
competition calendar for 2025.

The Continental Tour is an
annual series of track and field
competitions held under the
aegis of World Athletics and it
forms the second tier of interna-
tional one-day meetings after the
prestigious Diamond League.

“The Continental Tour will
be a good opportunity for the
Indian team to showcase their
potential on home ground be-
fore the World Championships
in September,” AFI President
Adille Sumariwalla said.

The meet will be a chance for
Indian athletes to earn world
ranking points (category C) in
home conditions for the 2025
World Championships to be held
in Tokyo from September 13-21.

The bronze level Tour meet is

accused Luigi Mangione captivates

ics have said sympathy is akin
to condoning violence.

The alleged shooter was ar-
rested Monday (Dec 9) on fire-
arm, forgery and other charges.
New York prosecutors later
charged him with five criminal
counts, including second-degree
murder and criminal possession
of a weapon. On Tuesday, Man-
gione’s lawyer said his client
intends to plead not guilty.

Fan cam edits—where ad-
mirers compile swoon-worthy
photos and clips of celebrities
set to popular songs—with Man-
gione’s face have proliferated, set
to songs such as Britney Spears’s
“Criminal” and Taylor Swift’s
“Fresh Out the Slammer.”

Matthew Keith, a 29-year-old
Indianapolis resident working
in marketing, went viral this
week for reading aloud his

below the gold and silver levels.
This will be the first global ath-
letics meet to be hosted by India
after the international permit
meets, held in the country in
the late 1980s and early 1990s.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi in a post
on X said, “Odisha is honoured
to host India’s maiden World
Athletics Continental Tour in
Bhubaneswar. We thank Worl-
dAthletics, Athletics Federation
of India, and the Government of
India for placing their trust in
us. This reflects our commit-
ment to promoting sports and
providing world-class infra-
structure for athletes. We ea-
gerly look forward to welcoming
the global athletic community
and inspiring a new generation
of talent from India.”

netizens

three-part, handwritten fan
fiction on TikTok detailing
an NSFW encounter with a
hooded, masked man after the
shooting. He finds Mangione
handsome, but his interest in
the alleged shooter goes beyond
that. Last year, Keith lost his
job after he’d been diagnosed
with cancer. His parents helped
him pay for treatments, but he
saw firsthand how the system
could have left him without
critical care.

“It really hit home for me,”
Keith said.

He thinks Mangione makes
people feel that he’s fighting for
them against a broken health-
care system. “The commonality
is that people shouldn’t have to
question whether they can af-
ford to go to the doctor,” he
said. wsJ




BILLIE EILISH GETS HIT ATWELL TO RETURN
. DURING CONCERT AS AGENT CARTER
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-, A Grammy Award-winning singer Billie Actor Hayley Atwell is reportedly set
. : Eilish was recently hit on the face during to reprise her iconic role as Peggy
" ; a live show. While she was performing, Carter in the highly anticipated
: _ someone threw a necklace at her during Avengers: Doomsday. The film,
bR S a concert in Arizona. Despite this, the which is slated for release May 1,
- _ singer showed patience and 2026, will once again be directed by
; [ - continued to perform. the Russo brothers.
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s Triptii sparks
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Today, you may get to share ¥ . . .
your ideas and opinions with =2 Mumbai: Actress Triptii Dimri, who is currently bask-

like-minded people. Ganesha ing in the success of Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3, was spotted
rs]aystyoﬁl Enaytﬁmally Ea}’e aéleara-to- again with rumoured boyfriend Sam Merchant. The

y33; dceei) t\:l\(l)lmnili%?nreni (Q’(fu ’n‘?:y :\;(epnr ess duo seemed to prefer keeping a low profile, as Triptii &
talk of your long cherisﬁed dreams. was seen politely asking the photographers to refrain '§i

from recording her.
In a video, Triptii was seen exiting a restaurant

. TAURUS = wearing a black t-shirt and denim. At first she posed /
for the camera and later asked the paparazzi to leave
Logic may be your forte '_ ) She was heard saying "Jao jao please", and soon
today, but in the game of life, : after Sam Merchant was spotted leaving the same
sometimes the heart wins and sometimes restaurant but the duo refused to pose together. Bhubaneswar: The secured spotfor themega finale Feb- |

the head. Your analytical skills will help you s s . . . [
understand things better, in turn, making This is not the first time that the Laila Majnu

you wiser. You may feel an urge to spend on actress has been spotted with her rumoured boy-
music cassettes, CDs and electronic gadgets. | friend. Recently, she was photographed with
Sam attending the Bryan Adams concert in
Mumbai.
While the two have been papped together
several times, they have not commented £
on the bond yet. J

much-anticipated Miss auditions. The show was  ruary 2. The |
Odisha India 2025 audi- judged by an esteemed winner of
tions was hosted by Enig-  panel comprising show di- the pageant
ma and Addiction Fashion = rector John Ajay, Enigma  will proud-
Management at a City hotel ~ director Nirajpriya, fash- 1y represent
here Sunday, showcasing ion stylist Sibiyan Saron = Odisha
an extraordinary display and entrepreneur Gaurav state at the
of talent, confidence and Chawla. renowned
charm. The mega auditions will Femina
Out of total 60 partici- take place January 11, Miss In- -/,
pants, only 14 contestants  leading up to the grand  dia 2025.

H GEMINI :
You will witness a marked
improvement in your

emotional quotient, says

Ganesha. This change may either come
through watching a film, listening to a
song or just a simple insight. At the work-
place, people will be lavishing praise on
you for your excellent performance.

PNN

[l CANCER

Ganesha believes that today
you may have to take certain
financial decisions at home as well as at
work. If you are in-charge of a certain
project, you will trust the judgement of
those working on it, mostly because they
have been hand-picked by you.

M LEO Fy
It may be that the best £
daffodils bloom early in the = »
morning, but good ideas can ¢
come any time of the day, says Ganesha.
So spruce up your management skills,
_as you shall need them to help organise
and cash in on the multitude of ideas that
will bombard you today. Remember, says
Ganesha, a good idea can change your
life, just the way a good poem can help
you win a wife! So, if it is some love that
you are fishing for, then express yourself

Mumbai:
Actress Nushr-
ratt Bharuccha
was hilarious-
ly a nervous

wreck after

On the work front, Triptii will
Chaturvedi in the . : — T
& - By : ! | ’
. which starred TN R M al I I ka S jay Raaz and Triptii Dimri.
Janhvi Kapoor ! e The film follows the story of
as a souvenir. It
Mumbai: Actress Mallika 9pm and you will _s in which they
disciplined life” devoid of late The actress . stolen along
Mallika replied toafanon  tures of herself y
plastic surgeons/botox/dietex-  rigorous routine
ness/ cosmetic/ diet/ yoga On

be seen next in Dhadak
2alongside Siddhant
lead. It is a sequel ‘l"
to the 2018 film, starring Rajkummar Rao, Vi-
and Ishaan Khat- G z a couple who decide to
ter in the lead. | b ea ut sec ret S film their first night
AGENCIES Y
| d all seems fine
g, until the CD
Sherawat’s secret to looking  look like a million ' , stored their
youthful is leading a “satvik  bucks,” she wrote. & video gets
night parties, alcohol and cig-  has often shared " with the CD
arettes. videos and pic- q’ h v | player.
R IANS
X, formerly known as Twitter, working out in |
who asked: “Idon’t care of any  the gym and the
cept for that is treating #mal- she follows to
likasherawat!! I want that fit-  stay fit.
trainer.” the
To which, the actress

Ry

without inhibitions today. % her best shared: “My secret is lead-
. friend and ing a satvik disciplined life
-- actress Ishita devoid of late night parties,

alcohol and cigarettes.”
She revealed that she
tries to sleep early,
which helps her

Raj took over
the steering wheel
of her new luxurious
car.

work
front,
Mallika was

H VIRGO
A la Sisyphus, you may realis
the futility of your efforts and fg@lr, %

. . . . -
constant failure in achieving

success. But do not despair, says Nushrratt took to her Insta- look like a W last seen on

Ganesha. Recharge your imagination, gram stories, where she shared a ner- “million " screen in Vicky

) 'O”nq;‘(')sdtr"l’g:ge_stmdgg‘;g“3:)/"5‘:8::55%”5 video of the two going out for a night out. vous Nushrratt bucks.” Vidya Ka Woh
' ) In the funny video, Nushrratt is heard adds that she doesn’t “Try

’\ Wala Vid-
telling her Pyaar Ka Punchnama co-star:  know what will happen to . eo

“Araam se Ishita! Pehele udhar dekho, traf-  her car.

H LIBRA r ﬂ fic dekho , fir right jao. (Be careful Ishita, For the caption, she wrote:

Some days you get the carrot, ‘\ ‘L First see here and then see the traffic).” “When your bestie takes over your

while on others, it is the stick! To which, Ishita said that she has seenand  new wheels.”

Today is going to be one of she then questions Nushrratt if she is teaching The two actresses-turned-best friends

those ‘stick' days when it comes to deal- her on how to drive a car first worked together in the 2011 film P.

ing with your seniors, foresees Ganesha. . : . S AN R GEEE

It would be wise to delay auction bids Nushrratt replies: “I am teaching youhow to  Ka Punchnama, a romantic comedy directed by

or sealed tenders. Sometimes, waiting drive my car.” Luv Ranjan. On the work front, Nushrratt will next

patiently is the best policy, especially if Pat comes the reply from Ishita, who says that  be seen in Chhorii 2, a sequel to the 2021 film, directed

you are a job aspirant. ‘ / Nushrratt needs to learn how to drive her owncar. by Vishal Furia. IANS

Il SCORPIO SUDOKU

There is a big black hole in _

VOUFI po;fkgtf’ and lt'Sdhlgh rt]lme FUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
{g\tlieg% nees v?/irllr(renn;?(elﬁz g o?r;c}ur money po '[ manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
as suntan cream - liberally and carelessly.

You are most likely to burn the holes I PEAN UTS

larger by spending lavishly, especially to
impress a member of the opposite sex.

CROSSWO RD the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
il

[ THE GRLSANDT

Il SAGITTARIUS = HAVE FORMED A CLUB f!
Get ready to rule hearts to- . |
day. Your thoughtful insights ey H

into other people's psyche )
might just help you write a book on it! In o 2
the battleground of love, you will win over -

your sweetheart all over again, probably i
with a nice, slow dance coupled with a b Ri\itlzy v W)
fantastic candlelit dinner. ; i

WE DECIDED TO HOLD | |DON'T Y0U WANT T0
OUR ANNUAL MEeTING | | HEAR WHAT ELSE
ONCE A {EAR.. WE DECIDED ?

=)

THAT'S NICE...CLUBS
CAN BE FUN...

ee0c0c0000000000000000000000 ! L

Il CAPRICORN

Work will suck you dry of
your energy today, says
Ganesha. Business rivals will
go out of their way to mar your reputation
and project you as incompetent. But to
their dismay, you will prove to be way too
smart to let them succeed in their sinister

N0, THATS ToO SMALL, THE w SURE! TWIS WAY, RIGHT. ROBYTS

HEAD HAS TO HOLD THIS OUR ROBOT NOT
TAPE RECORDER., SEE, T\E OMNLY COMMUNICATES,|
MADE. RECORDINGS FOR THE BUT WE CAN MSOF| g

motives. In fact, you will hit where it hurts ROBATS VOICE ! "PROGRAM” HIM TOJ:
most and show your foes that you have HAE TE PROPERx #CLICK
allit takes to be a winner. Your superiori- PEQSQNP{..'.T‘{ ! ?ﬁ&“{& g\
ty will reign over theirs. : \{\WJE T
ee00000000000000000000000000 ‘le f é?ﬁ?&g 9
[ LTED 4 Copyright ©2022 PuzzleJunction.com
H AQUARIUS % 3 WSTER?
i \ Across 20 Sticky insect trap 4 Articulate
tYou getbal !?Ft Otn the dbaqk due f 21 Cast a ballot 5 Final resting
standing, People wiladmire 7 Dense 22 Alpine abode place
your business acumen and may imitate 8 Ancient Egyptian 23 Summer drink 6 Einstein, for
your choices. But this doesn't mean you city 3,3) one
become haughty and unapproachable. 9 1 ’ 12 P
Carry on the good work with a humble VUL EONIEE aper starter
attitude, says Ganesha. 10 P1t.1ﬁ711 Down (4,4.) slzlelrlalalalzli
000000 ccccccccc0ce00000000 e 1] ShlpSOfﬁcer 14 EnhStee 4 2- ? -1 s E g 5 3_
13 Taste or touch, 1 Sudden 16 Unclean
Ml PISCES OH, WOE 1S ME! e.g. 2 Pochard or eider, 18 Stretcher, of 9 1 Bla2l3|s E 416
Anticipation is all the fun. ’ IT'S HOPELESS! I'LL 15 Sherlock’s word e.g. sorts 5 3|7j1]8l4]2)5]|6]9
ﬁ\a(;jr!)t/ﬁghlr? 0"('33/ ;l”autdg: :ang?r NEVER BE ABLE _ e 17 Conservation- 3 Evening worship 19 Ill will < 2|9)4]5|6|7J3]|1]8
-in-preparation trav o) :
plans that gre [r)nost likely to be delayed TO GO OVER 55 MPH! b IRTH 1st’s request service 21 Aspect o glglsla -| alal7l2
today on one count or the other. Though, () slalalal7li0z2lal5
if this is any consolation, your trip, when it
finally occurs, will bring you as much plea- a 1|a|2]4|5|3)8|8]|T
sure and satisfaction that you expected
out of i, if not more, says Ganesha. e CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW — Fla|o|s|2|ag1[2]4
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Adulterated ‘khaja’ being
sold as ‘Prasad’ in Puri

Puri Collector Siddharth Shankar Swain clarifies that the ‘khaja’ available on
Srimandir precincts is authentic ‘Bhoga Khaja’, made specifically for Lord Jagannath

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Dec 15: The roaring
‘khaja’ business here that has
claimed two lives earlier has
hit the headlines again as it
is now alleged that some un-
scrupulous businessmen are
selling adulterated ‘khaja’ and
preparing the sweet and crispy
delicacy in highly unhygienic
manner.

Secretary of Suara-Mahasu-
ara Nijog Narayan Mahasuara
said, “Adulterated ‘khaja’ is be-
ing sold outside the Srimandir
here under the pretext of being
Lord’s ‘Mahaprasad’. With an
aim to maximise profits, some
unscrupulous businessmen are
preparing ‘kKhaja’ using inferior
ingredients like flour kneaded
by foot or knee.” With rising
profit expectations, even the
younger generation is getting
involved, leading to mushroom-
ing ‘khaja’ shops near the 12th
Century shrine, he added.

In recent times, conflicts
have arisen over ‘khaja’ busi-
ness, while the Holy City has

Committee formed to
investigate Mo Bus fire

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Dec 15: A commit-
tee was formed by the Trans-
port department Sunday to
probe the Mo Bus fire incident
Saturday night.

The bus, bearing registration
number OD-33Y-7111, caught
fire and was completely de-
stroyed at Link Road Square
under Madhupatna police sta-
tion Saturday night. Howev-
er, no casualty or injury was
reported in the incident, said
sources.

Sunday, the Transport de-
partment ordered an investi-
gation, while a committee led
by the Deputy Commissioner
of the Transport department
has been formed to conduct a
detailed inquiry.

According to local residents,
the Mo Bus had been stranded
at the location since 4pm due to
some mechanical faults. People
were travelling along the route
as usual when the bus sudden-
ly caught fire. By the time fire-
fighters reached the spot, the
bus was entirely engulfed in
flames. However, the fire per-
sonnel managed to bring the
blaze under control.

The Director of Operations,
N Thirumala Naik, and Gen-
eral Manager (Operations and
Maintenance), Sanjay Biswal,
visited the site and took stock
of the situation.

Meanwhile, a dedicated
committee headed by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Transport department has
been formed to conduct a
detailed investigation.

Suara-Mahasuara
Nijog has informed
the administration
about allegations
of exploitation of
customers through
digital weighing
machines by
‘khaja’ sellers

seen two murders. As the
business continues to expand
in Puri, public resentment is
growing over the sale of adul-
terated ‘khaja’ labelled as ‘Ma-
haprasad’. Suara-Mahasuara
Nijog has informed the admin-
istration about allegations
of exploitation of customers
through digital weighing ma-
chines by ‘khaja’ sellers.
Narayan Mahasuara stated
that many ‘khaja’ sellers have
been mislabelling their prod-
ucts as ‘Mahaprasad’ to mislead
devotees and tourists. These

sellers use adulterated oil and
prepare the unique delicacy by
kneading flour in unhygienic
manner. “The act of selling
such adulterated ‘khaja’ in the
name of ‘Bhoga’ is regrettable,”
said Mahasuara.

He also emphasised that the
‘khaja’ being sold at Ananda
Bazaar in the Srimandir is gen-
uine ‘Bhoga Khaja’, prepared
by temple cooks in the temple’s
kitchen and sold in the bazaar.

Puri Collector Siddharth
Shankar Swain clarified that
the ‘khaja’ available inside the
temple premises is authentic
‘Bhoga Khaja’, made specifi-
cally for Lord Jagannath and
prepared in the temple Kitchen.

Meanwhile, Puri Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Vinit
Agrawal mentioned that al-
legations regarding weighing
discrepancies would be ad-
dressed. The administration
plans to inspect the weigh-
ing machines and take strict
action if the complaints are
found to be true.

Local resident Prasanna
Mohapatra expressed his con-
cerns, noting that over the
past five years, ‘khaja’ shops
have mushroomed across the
Pilgrim City like never before.
He recalled incidents of vio-
lence and even murders linked
to ‘khaja’ business that has be-
come highly lucrative, with
traders buying Khaja cheaply
and selling it to pilgrims at two
to three times the cost. More-
over, fraudulent practices in
weighing further exploit cus-
tomers. He urged the adminis-
tration to address the issue and
ensure that low-quality ‘khaja’
is not sold, particularly in the
vicinity of the temple.

RAISING DAY FETE

Assembly Speaker Surama Padhy
being felicitated by CRPF IG, Odisha
Sector Amitendra Nath Sinha during

the 52nd Raising Day of Group
Centre, CRPF in Bhubaneswar Sunday

REGALING POSE: Artistes of Shree Dance Academy perform Odissi during Shree Nrutyotsav at Rabindra Mandap in Bhubaneswar Sunday
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CM: Given support, specially abled can do wonders

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15:
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi Sunday said that
persons with disabilities
(PwDs) can make wonders
given support and opportu-
nities from all sectors.

Majhi said this while distrib-
uting 500 e-rickshaws among
people with disabilities at a
function in Sambalpur.

“With the support, encour-
agement and opportunities
from the government, they
can prove themselves to be ca-
pable,” Majhi said.

Stating that the state is
proud of persons with dis-
abilities as they have exhib-
ited their talent in different
fields of sports, art, trade and
business, Majhi said: “Many
persons with disabilities have
brought laurels for the coun-
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try in the Paris Olympics.
This is a matter of pride for
all of us.”

Mahanadi Coalfields Limited
(MCL) provided these e-rick-
shaws for persons with disabil-
ities under its CSR programme,
a company statement said.

Earlier, the MCL had signed
a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with the state gov-
ernment’s Social Security and
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (SSEPD) depart-
ment to roll out the transfor-
mative project aimed at pro-
viding livelihood support to
PwDs in the state.

MCL has invested Rs 7.5
crore in this CSR initiative,
which aims to create an endur-
ing impact by offering PwDs an
opportunity for financial inde-
pendence, mobility, and digni-
ty, the statement said.

During his visit to Sambal-

pur, the chief minister also
attended the Golden Jubilee
Celebration of Janardan Pu-
jari Government High School,
Sindurpank, and the Platinum
Jubilee celebrations of Govern-
ment High School at Burla in
Sambalpur district.

Addressing the gathering
at Government High School
in Burla, Majhi said every
school is a great institution for
society. This school is not just
a general educational institu-
tion; it is a historically proud
institution.

The educational institu-
tion has been continuously
building good human beings
for more than seven decades,
he said.

The people’s government is
giving importance to strength-
ening the education system and
providing quality education in
Odisha, the Chief Minister said.

Education budget has been
increased by 19 per cent during
this year compared to the previ-
ous year's budget. A provision
of more than Rs 35,500 crore
was made for the education
sector this year, he said.

Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, the state is implementing
the National Education Mis-
sion 2020 and taking massive
steps for the bright future of
lakhs of students of the state,
he added.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said the
state government is about to
implement the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020 in letter
and spirit.

He requested the state gov-
ernment to set up a dedicated
building in Burla to create and
support new startups to make
local youth self-employed.

Man ends his life in City;
kin level abetment charge

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: Par-
ents of a 28-year-old man, whose
body was found near a hotel in
Kalinga Nagar under Bharat-
pur polices station Sunday,
brought allegations of abetment
of suicide against his female
friend. The man reportedly
ended his life by jumping off the
hotel roof in the wee hours of
Thursday following which the
police have registered an un-
natural death case and started
a probe.

Though no one has been
booked yet in this connection,
sources at the police station
said that the cops are looking
into every angle of the case.

Bharatpur police station in-

POLICE ARE LOOKING
INTO EVERY ANGLE OF THE
CASE, THOUGH THEY ARE
YET TO BOOK ANYONE

spector in-charge (IIC) Deepak
Kumar Khandayataray said,
“Deceased Deepak Naik, a na-
tive of Ranpur in Nayagarh
district, was into a relation-
ship with a divorcee for the
past several months. The duo,
along with two of the woman’s
friends, had recently visited Bi-
har for some personal work but
returned to the City December
11. They had booked two rooms
in hotel ‘Bijaya Residency’. The
woman’s friends stayed in one
room and the duo in another.”

The IIC said during the stay,

Deepak had a tiff with his fe-
male friend over returning
back to Bihar again. While the
woman insisted on returning
to Bihar again for some work,
Deepak rejected the idea which
eventually led to a scuffle be-
tween them. Deepak left the
room and climbed to the hotel
roof before “jumped off from
there”, said sources.

A video of an angry Deepak
rushing out of his room and
proceeding towards the hotel
roof went viral on social media
Sunday.

A senior police officer at
Bharatpur police station said
Deepak’s body was handed over
to his family members after the
post-mortem was conducted,
Sunday evening.

CBI's summons to IAS officer Sethi triggers political slugfest

While opposition
Congress raised doubts
over the final outcome of
the case, B]D demanded
that the investigation into
corruption cases should
not be delayed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: A
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) summons to senior
IAS officer Bishnupada Sethi
in connection with Rs 10 lakh
bribery case triggered a politi-
cal slugfest in the state Sunday.

The CBI December 10 is-
sued a summons to Sethi, the
principal secretary of ST&SC
Development, Minorities and
Backward Classes Welfare
department. He also holds ad-
ditional charge as principal
secretary of Social Security and
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities department.

The CBI Saturday interro-
gated Sethi’s three drivers

in connection with the case.
Sethi was summoned to join
the investigation at CBI’s Bhu-
baneswar office December 11,
sources said, adding that the
bureaucrat sought more time
through his lawyers.

ST&SC Development, Mi-
norities and Backward Classes
Welfare Minister Nityananda
Gond said that everything will
be clear after the probe.

While opposition Congress
raised doubts over the final
outcome of the case, BJD de-
manded that the investigation
into corruption cases should
not be delayed.

Former OPCC president
Jayadev Jena feared that there
may not be any concrete action
in the case.

“The hype being created now,
may gradually die down,” Jena
said.

He alleged that the corrup-
tion cases which came to the
fore during the previous BJD
regime were later “neutralized”
by the BJP.

“Keeping in view the past
record, the present case may
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also end up in the cold storage,”
Jena alleged, while demanding
stringent action against the cor-
rupt officers irrespective of his
or her position.

Senior BJD leader Sudhir
Samal said that during the
previous Naveen Patnaik gov-
ernment, the Vigilance depart-
ment cracked down on corrupt
officials.

“A senior IAS officer was sus-

The CBI Saturday
interrogated Sethi’s
three drivers in
connection with

the case. Sethi was
summoned to join the
investigation at CBI's
Bhubaneswar office
December 11

pended in the housing scam,”
Samal said.

He said that the BJP has no
reason to boast of its ‘double-en-
gine’ government, if it failed in
taking action against corrupt
persons.

The ruling BJP, on the other
hand, claimed that the Mohan
Majhi government in the state
is determined to take stringent
action against anyone, includ-
ing bureaucrats and political
leaders, if found involved in
corrupt practices.

“The state BJP government
will not tolerate any form of
corruption,” BJP MLA from

Bhubaneswar-Ekamra, Babu
Singh, said.

Stating that corruption had
become widespread during the
BJD’s 24-year rule in Odisha,
Singh said stringent action will
be taken against anyone found
involved in corruption.

“The chief minister has said
that corrupted persons will find
their place in jail in the BJP re-
gime,” Singh said.

The CBI wanted to ascertain
from Sethi some important
facts regarding the bribery
case in which the investigat-
ing agency has arrested three
persons, including Chanchal
Mukherjee, group general
manager, Bridge and Roof
Construction Company Ltd,
Bhubaneswar.

In a letter to the IAS officer,
CBI inspector Gurjinder Singh
December 10 said, “It is learnt
that you are acquainted with
some important and relevant
facts and circumstances of the
instant CBI case, which are re-
quired to be ascertained from
you.”

Meanwhile, Mukherjee’s

lawyer Rajesh Mishra said he
would move the court seeking
bail for his client.

The CBI is scheduled to
produce the three arrested
accused in the court after
completion of their five-day
remand Monday.

“My client is unwell and I
will move a bail petition in the
court,” Mishra told reporters
on the CBI office premises here.

“I have not been able to talk
to him since he has been taken
to hospital. I will move a bail
petition tomorrow,"” Mishra
said.

On October 19, 2024, Sethi
wrote to Mukherjee regarding
assignment of projects for up-
grading an ashram school to
high school and a high school
to higher secondary school in
Boudh and Nayagarh districts.
The two projects are worth Rs
37 crore, state government
sources said.

However, the CBI has not
made it clear whether these
school upgradation projects
have anything to do with the
bribery case.
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The initiative achieves
a major milestone with
extensive citizen
participation, paving
the way for sustainable
growth and development

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: Over
3 lakh people from India and
abroad have provided sugges-
tions for the preparation of
the Odisha Vision Documents
for 2036 and 2047, officials said
Sunday.

The suggestions were provid-
ed via email, WhatsApp, and
the dedicated website of the
government, they said.

The remarkable response
highlights Odisha’s leadership
in participatory governance
and marks a pivotal step to-
ward realising the vision of
a Viksit Odisha (developed
Odisha) within the broader
framework of a Viksit Bharat
(developed India).

The inputs, coming from
diverse stakeholders such as
students, professionals, govern-
ment officials, organisations,
and eminent personalities, re-

BBSR CTC
Max Temp 28.0° 254°
MinTemp  13.0° 11.5°
Humidity  53% 72%
Rainfall Nil Nil
FORECAST
Forecast: Partly cloudy
sky with haze

Int’l conference
on Purvodaya
perspectives ends

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: The
two-day International Confer-
ence on Purvodaya Perspec-
tives: Reclaiming India’s Mar-
itime Heritage — Perspectives,
Prospects, and Prognosis suc-
cessfully concluded here Sun-
day, highlighting innovative
strategies for port-led develop-
ment, the blue economy, and
the cultural and strategic sig-
nificance of India’s maritime
heritage.

The event commenced with
a session on Port-led Develop-
ment and the Blue Economy,
presided over by Paradip Port
chairman PL Haranadh, and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Au-
thority general manager Girish
Thomas. The speakers stressed
the importance of modernising
port infrastructure and enhanc-
ing global connectivity.

Strategic consultant Sanjay
Gupta underscored the neces-
sity of adopting sustainable
practices to develop India’s
maritime assets. Meanwhile,
chairman of Safe Sea Group SV
Anchan advocated for height-
ened safety standards in mar-
itime operations.

In another key session titled
Making Purvodaya Future
Ready, Commerce & Trans-
port department principal sec-
retary Usha Padhee discussed
forward-looking practices for
modernising ports and foster-
ing international maritime
connectivity.

The conference concluded
with a roundtable discussion
on Heritage and Connectivity,
which provided actionable rec-
ommendations for policymak-
ers and industry leaders.
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flect the inclusivity and global
reach of the initiative.

In a statement, Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi
expressed his gratitude to the
people of Odisha for their active
participation, saying, “Thank
you, Odisha, for coming for-
ward with your valued inputs
in shaping the future of our
state. Your contributions are
pivotal in building a prosper-
ous and sustainable Odisha.”

In a pioneering move, Odis-
ha has become the first state in
India to incorporate Artificial
Intelligence (AI) technology
to review and analyse citizen
suggestions, the officials said.

This innovative approach en-
sures that every voice is heard,
and the best ideas are integrat-

downtown

VISION 2036 & 2047

Odisha receives
over 3 lakh inputs

ed into the state’s strategic
roadmap. The use of Al under-
scores Odisha’s commitment to
leveraging cutting-edge tech-
nology to enhance citizen-driv-
en policymaking and ensure a
transparent and data-backed
approach to governance, they
said.

Deputy Chief Ministers
Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo and
Pravati Parida also expressed
their appreciation for the wide-
spread public involvement, em-
phasising the power of collec-
tive effort in realising Odisha’s
long-term vision of growth and
prosperity.

They stated, “This is a histor-
ic collaboration for a brighter
tomorrow. The Odisha Vision
Citizen Engagement Platform
reflects the diverse perspec-
tives of our people, and to-
gether, we will build a better
future.”

The citizen inputs have
spanned 17 transformative the-
matic areas, which will serve as
the foundation for Odisha’s sus-
tainable and inclusive growth.
These areas include agricul-
ture and rural development,
sustainable mining practices,
women-led growth, tourism
and heritage and urban devel-
opment among other.

Amit Sial wishes to
act in Odia cinema

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: Cur-
tains came down Sunday at
the 5th Kalinga Global Film
Festival (KGFF), organised by
KIIT-DU, with actor Amit Sial
stealing the spotlight at the
closing ceremony. Known for
his critically acclaimed per-
formances in TV series like
Maharani and Jamtara and in
films like Titli, Sial shared his
reflections on cinema, culture,
and admiration for KIIT.

During an engaging interac-
tion with the audience, Sial was
asked about future scopes of
acting in Odia cinema, to which
he responded enthusiastically
and said, “If the story is good,
I will definitely act in an Odia
movie.”

“We have amazing talent in
our country. Tribal dances and
music, which used to be a sta-
ple in old movies, should find a
place in today’s cinema too,” Si-
al commented. He also praised
the rich culture and traditions
of Odisha and lauded KIIT
Founder Achyuta Samanta.

“What Dr Samanta is doing
is quite admirable. I traveled
across the campuses, and all
of them are mesmerising. This
visit has been truly memora-
ble,” Sial remarked.

Heritage

The initiative aims
to preserve the
knowledge gained
during the walk and
share it with a wider
audience, promoting
awareness

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, Dec 15: The 20th
edition of Dhenkanl Heritage
Walks took around 40 partici-
pants on a visit to the magnif-
icent Hindol Palace in the dis-
trict, Sunday. The participants
included students, researchers,
historians and others.

The event was a journey into
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The actor delighted the au-
dience by answering questions
from students. When asked
about his singing habits, Sial
said, “I can sing a few Kishore
Kumar songs,” and sung the
classic ‘Hume Tumse Pyaar
Kitna’.

Asking about his favourite
roles, Sial mentioned, “The
character I played in Titli,
Savarkar, and the character
in Maharani are among my fa-
vourites.”

Acclaimed theatre writer and
film director Anant Mohapatra
joined the closing ceremony
and shared his insights on cin-
ema and storytelling.

KIIT and KISS founder Sa-
manta, vice-chancellor Saran-
jit Singh, pro vice-chancellor
Debashis Bandopadhyay and
registrar JR Mohanty were
present on the occasion. Ban-
dopadhyay proposed the vote
of thanks, marking the end of
the three-day festival.

WORKERS UNITE: Thousands of workers from organised and unorganised sectors along with representatives from 24 states, under the banner of All India
United Trade Union Centre (AIUTUC), assemble at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Sunday during the 22nd All India Conference

Coastal highway
could harm Chilika
ecosystem: Experts

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: The
Central government’s deci-
sion to construct the coastal
highway NH-516A, connecting
Gopalpur with Satapada via
Krushnaprasad in the Chilika
region, has sparked concerns
over its potential impact on the
lake’s fragile ecosystem.

Experts at a discussion organ-
ised Sunday by the Orissa Envi-
ronmental Society (OES) on the
theme ‘Preservation of Chilika
Lake Ecosystem’ highlighted
the threats posed by the project,
including increased air, water,
and noise pollution, which
could have detrimental effects
on the lake’s biodiversity.

OES working president Jaya
Krushna Panigrahi attributed
much of the stress on the lake
to human interventions. Former
engineer-in-chief of the Works
department Manoranjan Mish-
ra emphasised the importance of
using eco-friendly technologies
during construction to minimise
damage. Former advisor to the
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MOEFCC)
VP Upadhyay advocated for
comprehensive environmental
impact assessments before ini-
tiating such a large-scale project.

PIC - BIKASH NAYAK

OSA pushes for modern
libraries in rural Odisha

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: The
Odisha Society of the Americas
(OSA), under its Odisha Public
Library Initiative (OPLI), or-
ganised a one-day conference
here Sunday, emphasising the
need for modern public libraries
in rural Odisha.

Deputy Chief Minister Prava-
ti Parida and Law, Works, and
Excise Minister Prithiviraj
Harichandan lauded the OSA’s
efforts in this initiative.

“Libraries play a crucial role
in broadening the knowledge
of students, youth, and the
community. Rebuilding read-
ing habits can ensure better
use of library infrastructure.
This vision requires collective
effort,” said Parida. Harichan-
dan proposed using Members
of Legislative Assembly (MLA)
Local Area Development (LAD)
funds to establish libraries at
the block level as a preliminary
step, with potential expansion
to Gram Panchayats. He also
urged OSA officials to draft
a model library blueprint for
further discussions.

OSA President Leena Mishra
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highlighted the transformative
role modern libraries could
play in rural areas and called
for government support to es-
tablish advanced libraries at
district headquarters, blocks,
and panchayats.

The conference featured two
technical sessions: ‘Modern
Public Libraries in Odisha as
Economic Engines’ and ‘Roles
to Play in Building a Knowl-
edge Society in Odisha.” Nota-
ble speakers included, CEO of
Swabhiman Sruti Mohapatra, ,
Editor and CEO of OdishaLLIVE
Nilambar Rath, department of
Journalism and Mass Commu-

nication faculty at Ravenshaw
University Debilal Mishra; Ba-
kul Foundation’s Sujit Kumar
Mahapatra and OSA board
member Nalini Patnaik.

Pranab K Pani, member of
the OSA Odisha Public Library
Network, anchored the event.
Former IIT Kharagpur direc-
tor Damodar Acharya and Utkal
University Library Science ex-
pert Baman Parida were among
the participants.

OSA officials cited Karnata-
ka’s success in establishing over
6,000 libraries as an inspiring
model for Odisha to build a fu-
ture-ready knowledge society.

Sainik School hos Mini Marathon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 15: With a
purpose to spread the message
of ‘Clean, Green and Healthy
Bhubaneswar’ with the spirit of
‘Run for Fun’, Old Boys Associa-
tion (OBEANS) of Sainik School
and Odisha Mining Corporation
(OMC) jointly organised the 8th
Mini Marathon on the school
premises here Sunday.

More than 600 cadets from
Sainik School, 200 OBEANS
and 400 students from Sahodaya
Schools Bhubaneswar Chapter
and government schools partic-
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ipated in the event with a great
vigour and enthusiasm.

The event was flagged off by
NCC Directorate Odisha Dy
Director General Commodore
Mahesh Rahangdale and Sain-
ik School principal Colonel Balu
Bharath.

OBEANS president and re-

tired IAS Madhusan Padhi, Cdr
Dinesh Swain, ADM officer Lt
Col Amit Tewari, Cdr Manora-
ma Pokheriya and senior offi-
cials from OMC were present
on the occasion.

The senior category covered
a distance of 10km and the ju-
nior category covered 6.5km

distance. In senior category,
B Prasad Dora emerged as the
winner followed by Abhishek
Kumar. In junior category, Vi-
kash secured the first position,
followed by Shivam Yadav.

Among girls, Akanksha Priya
won the marathon and Ranjith
Sahani won in OBA category.
They were awarded with cash
prizes by the chief guest.

In his address, Rahangdale
appealed the students and youth
to work for a clean, green and
healthy Bhubaneswar and coop-
erate in the endeavours of the
government.

enthusiasts explore Hindol Palace in Dhenkanal

the palace’s rich history, offer-
ing insights into its architec-
tural splendour, the struggles
it has endured, and the fasci-
nating timeline of the Hindol
kings, who once ruled this land.
While the King of Hindol
could not join the walk due
to prior commitments, he ex-
pressed his regret for missing
the event and extended his best
wishes to the participants. In
his absence, the heritage enthu-
siasts had the privilege of inter-
acting with his personal secre-
tary, who provided a wealth of
information about the palace’s
culture, its historical signifi-
cance, and its present status.
The walk uncovered numer-
ous anecdotes that brought
history to life, highlighting
the courage, vision, and chal-

lenges faced by the rulers of
Hindol. Participants delved
into stories of resilience and
legacy that continue to inspire
admiration for the palace and
its custodians.

“During our trip, we learned
that the king had donated dou-

ble-bladed swords to 1,600 Paika
soldiers, making him the first
ruler to recognise and honour
their bravery. To this day, these
swords remain with the respec-
tive families and are revered as
sacred objects of worship” said
one of the participants.

The entire journey was me-
ticulously documented through
photographs and videos, cap-
turing not only the architec-
tural grandeur of the palace but
also the enthusiasm and curios-
ity of the participants. To fur-
ther the impact of this heritage
walk, participating students
have been encouraged to write
articles reflecting on their ex-
periences and learnings.

These articles, along with
the photographs taken during
the event, will culminate in the
publication of a special maga-
zine. The initiative aims to
preserve the knowledge gained
during the walk and share it
with a wider audience, promot-
ing awareness and appreciation
of our heritage.

The heritage walk to Hindol

palace was more than just a vis-
it; it was a deep dive into the
layers of history and culture
that define our collective iden-
tity. It stands as a testament to
the importance of preserving
and celebrating our heritage
for future generations.

The 20th DHW palace trail
was led by Suresh Prasad Mish-
ra. On their arrival at Hindol
palace, social activist Ratikanta
Gadanayak welcomed them at
Hindol Palace.

Among others, the event
was graced by Cuttack Heri-
tage Walks convenor Dipak
Samantarai, Puri Heritage
Walks convenor Biswaranjan
Dehury well-known photogra-
phers Kishore Bit, Hrudananda
and other students from Dhen-
kanal College.
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Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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misinterpretation of
government policies

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, Dec 15: The gov-
ernment drafts policies aimed
at ensuring the welfare of citi-
zens, with the expectation that
officials will implement these
policies effectively to deliver
the promised benefits. Howev-
er, when policies are misinter-
preted or when guidance is not
provided in a timely manner,
the outcomes can be coun-
terproductive. In such cases,
schemes intended to help peo-
ple may end up having the op-
posite effect. This is the reality
faced by many landless families
displaced by the Lower Suktel
Project, where confusion over
the rules has led to further
hardship.

The administration had ini-
tially promised that displaced
families would receive en-
hanced assistance compared to
the provisions outlined in the
Land Acquisition Act of 2013.
It was announced that each

affected family would receive
a special assistance package
0f ¥3.54 lakh, along with home-
stead plot and house under
various housing schemes. This
announcement provided some
hope for the displaced families,
who were uprooted from their
villages. However, these hopes
have now been dashed as the
promised support has not ma-
terialised, compounded by the
misinterpretation of govern-
ment policies.

As per departmental sources,
268 landless families were iden-
tified as affected by the Lower
Suktel Project. While most of
these families reportedly re-
ceived the promised financial
assistance, only 10 to 15 fami-
lies have been given homestead
plots or houses so far. The rest
of the landless families remain

NH-520 congestion: A
daily struggle for locals

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Dec 15: Traffic con-

- gestion on National Highway
520, particularly between Bil-
eipada and Koira in the state,
has become a daily challenge
for the locals and commuters
due to the heavy flow of mineral
transport vehicles.

This situation now poses se-
rious risks for local residents,
including students, ambulanc-
es, and everyday commuters.
Despite the rising number of
accidents on NH-520, local au-
thorities have taken minimal
action to address the issue,
turning travel into a daily or-
deal for locals.

Although the district admin-
istration has implemented re-
strictions on mineral transport
vehicles during the daytime,
enforcement remains incon-
sistent. Key factors contrib-
uting to the gridlock include
inadequate regulation, illegal
parking along the highway,
and a lack of designated park-
ing areas, resulting in chaotic,
roadside truck parking. Addi-
tionally, reckless and rash driv-
ing by truckers has intensified
the problem.

Local sources have suggested
that regular patrolling is need-
ed to keep the NH clear, ensure
adherence to traffic regulations,
and penalise violators. “Due
to a lack of regular patrolling,
drivers continue to drive care-
lessly and park trucks on the
road,” one source remarked.

Rasananda Behera, a social
activist from Barbil, empha-
sised, “The mining companies
haven’t established parking pla-
zas, so truckers park their vehi-
cles wherever they can, causing
congestion and accidents. It’s
time to improve traffic manage-
ment by creating truck parking
yards at critical points.”

The 41.7-km, four-lane Rim-
uli-Koira stretch of NH-520,
which traverses Keonjhar dis-
trict, has facilitated the growth
of local industries by support-
ing goods transport.

However, traffic bottlenecks
frequently occur in areas such as
Basudevpur, Bileipada, Bhadra-
sahi, Rugudi, and Tanto—under
the jurisdictions of the Joda, Bar-
bil, and Rugudi police stations in
Keonjhar district, as well as Koi-
ra in Sundargarh district.

These recurring traffic jams
disrupt travel for passenger
buses, school buses, vans, au-
to-rickshaws carrying students,
and ambulances, with delays
often lasting hours. Despite
repeated complaints from resi-
dents, authorities have largely
ignored the problem, resulting
in escalating public frustration.

Umakanta Parida, Sub-Col-
lector of Champua, commented,
“I will work with local revenue
and police officers to address
the situation.”

without proper rehabilitation.

Resettlement colonies were
set up in the Bolangir and
Loisingha tehsils to accom-
modate the displaced fami-
lies. While some oustees were
provided homestead plots in
these colonies, many landless
families received neither plots
nor houses. As a result, many
families have been forced to
live in temporary shelters in
precarious conditions.

The government had pre-
viously assured the affected
families that they would be
granted homestead plots under
the Vasundhara Scheme and
houses through various hous-
ing initiatives. Some families
used the financial assistance
they received to buy small plots
of land. However, this decision
has now backfired, as officials
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BITING COLD: People warm themselves around a bonfire to beat the ch

a review meeting to discuss
the rehabilitation of families
displaced by the Lower Suk-
tel Project. During the meet-
ing, displaced families raised
concerns about the issue of
homestead plots. The Loising-
ha tehsildar explained that the
purchase of land by these fam-
ilies disqualifies them from re-
ceiving plots under the Vasund-
hara Scheme. As a result, of the
120 identified landless families,
only six were deemed eligible
for homestead plots.

Officials, including the
Sub-Collector and the ADM
present at the meeting, re-
iterated that applications
for the Vasundhara Scheme
cannot be processed for those
who already own land. How-
ever, it was pointed out that
these displaced families were
not simply scheme beneficia-
ries, but direct victims of the
Lower Suktel Project. They
are entitled to homestead
plots and housing under any
rehabilitation scheme, but
this crucial issue has not
been adequately addressed
by the authorities.
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Celsius at Buguda area in Ganjam district, Sunday

2 leopard hides seized; wildlife criminal held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Dec 15: The Forest
department’s vigilance wing ar-
rested a wildlife criminal after
seizure of two leopard hides
from his possession while he
was trying to sell those at Pu-
runa Gate Chowk here, Sunday
afternoon. The accused was
identified as Reddy Kousha-
lya, a resident of Prem Nagar at

Wrong injection: Medicine store
owner arrested for boy’s death

POST NEWS NETWORK

Patana, Dec 15: Days after
the death of a 15-year-old boy
due to administration of a
wrong injection by a chemist,
police arrested the proprietor
of the medicine store, Sunday.
The accused identified as
Manoj Mohanta, 49, of Raipur
village in Udayapur panchayat
under Saharpada block of Ke-
onjhar district was produced
in the court after his arrest,
Ghatagaon police SDPO Pra-
bhat Kumar Tripathy stated
in a press release issued here,
Sunday. Mohanta was trying
to flee the area Sunday when
a police team raided Keonjhar
market and arrested him.
CDMO Dr Kishore Prusty
said that the Patana medi-
cal officer has been asked to
conduct a probe and submit
a report in this regard. Drug
inspector Rudra Narayan Sa-
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hu could not be reached over
phone call.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sukadev Munda, 15, a
student of Class-X at Saras-
wati Sishu Vidya Mandir in
Saharpada and son of Bijay
Kumar Munda from Dhara-
pada village under Pandapa-

da police limits in Keonjhar
district.

Sukadev, who was staying
in the school hostel, was suf-
fering from severe itching
problem. His family members
took him to Sarbeswar Medi-
cine Store at Saharpada for a
check-up and medicines. The
medicine store proprietor said
it was an infectious disease
and advised them that admin-
istering an injection will cure
him fast.

However, the boy was ren-
dered critical two minutes af-
ter the injection was adminis-
tered. Family members rushed
him to the Karanjia Sub-Divi-
sional Hospital where doctors
pronounced him dead.

Shocked over his son’s
death, the boy’s father Bijay
Munda lodged a complaint at
Saharpada police outpost hold-
ing the medicine store owner
responsible.

Jemadeipentha village under
Seskhal police limits.
Reddy had struck a deal
to sell the two leopard hides
under his possession. As per
the deal, Reddy was waiting
for the customer near Puru-
na Gate Chowk along with
the hides. Acting on a tip-off,
a team of vigilance wing of
the Forest department head-
ed by Assistant Conservator

30 injured as iron gate
of folk theatre cavesin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Salepur, Dec 15: Over 30 peo-
ple, including women and chil-
dren, were injured after an iron
gate at the venue of a folk the-
atre show collapsed in Cuttack
district, police said.

The incident took place at
Raisunguda in Salepur area
Saturday night as the people
were passing through the iron
structure, they said.

The injured have been admit-
ted to Salepur hospital, a police
officer said.

Six of them, who suffered
critical injuries, were shifted
to SCB Medical College and
Hospital, Cuttack, he said.
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roadside water body after crash-
ing against a transformer at Tilo
Jaguliapada Square under Bant
police limits in Bhadrak district,
Sunday.

Ten injured passengers, four of
them critical, were rescued after
the bus overturned.

The critically injured passen-
gers, identified as Ashis Rout,
27, and Mahendra Behera, 61, of
Tihidi, Hemalata Parida, 37, of
Gadi and Anita Mahonta, 15, of
Thakurmunda, have been admit-
ted to the Bhdrak Headquarters
Hospital for treatment.

The deceased was identified as
Sudhakar Dhal, 59, of Tiilo village.
He was the former BJP president
of Bant block and the incumbent
vice-president of the party’s dis-
trict unit.

The mishap sparked protests in
the area as locals burnt tyres and
staged a road blockade at the mis-
hap site for several hours demand-
ing compensation for the bereaved
family. The road blockade caused
significant traffic disruptions on
the route. The mishap occurred
when the bus named ‘Baba
Arupananda’ with around 12
passengers on board was on its
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of Forests (ACF) Rajanikanta
Mohanty and the Forest de-

ted and hovered in between 11 to 13 degree

way to Anandapur in Keonjhar
district from Bhadrak within
7am to 7.30am. The deceased
was standing on the roadside,
talking with two others in front
of his house when the speeding bus
veered towards the roadside and
ran over him. The bus overturned
after hitting a transformer. The in-
jured passengers were rescued af-
ter the window panes of the vehicle
were broken. The bus driver fled
the scene after the mishap.

Bhadrak MLA Sanjib Mallik
visited the hospital and enquired
about the treatment of the in-
jured persons. Local authorities,
including Sub-Collector Sourabh
Chakraborty, SDPO Trilochan
Sethi, Bant additional tehsildar
Prasant Puhan, Bant IIC Srib-
allav Sahu and his Agarpada
counterpart Srikant Pati held
talks with protesters.

Though no immediate resolu-
tion was reached, the authorities

OP PHOTO

partment staff of Rayagada
range office conducted a raid.

They seized the two leop-
ard hides from the posses-
sion of Reddy and immedi-
ately arrested him. He was
taken to the Forest depart-
ment office for questioning.
After interrogation a case
was registered against the
accused and an investigation
launched.

assured compensation of 320,000
from the Red Cross fund to the af-
fected families. The office bearers
of the Bhadrak bus syndicate also
joined the discussion. The talks
were disrupted after a member
of the syndicate made some er-
ratic remark during the discus-
sion. As aresult, the authorities
rescheduled the talks till 4pm,
Monday and assured no bus will
ply on the Bhadrak-Anandapur
route till the issue is resolved.
Bant police registered a case and
sent the body for post-mortem
to the Bhadrak Headquarters
Hospital over a complaint filed
by the deceased’s elder brother
Manoranjan Dhal.

Several political figures, in-
cluding former block chairman
Akshaya Sahu and former min-
ister Prafulla Samal visited the
residence of the deceased BJP
leader and paid their respects to
the departed soul.

Mahua flowers worth
over Z6 lakh seized

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Dec 15: Acting
on a tip-off, Excise personnel
Sunday seized Mahua flow-
ers worth over %6 lakh after
intercepting a pick-up van at
Dhabanishola under Chandua
police limits in Mayurbhanj
district and arrested two per-
sons in this connection.

The accused were identified
as Prasanjeet Das, 35, of Bhu-
skunda village under Suliapada
police limits in Mayurbhanj
district, and Samay Soren,
52, of Putulia area under Go-
piballavpur police limits in
neighbouring West Bengal.
Another person involved in
the smuggling fled the scene
during the raid.

Excise sources said that ille-
gal country liquor trade is on
the rise in Mayurbhanj district
and miscreants are smuggling
Mahua flowers, which are used
as raw material for liquor pro-
duction, from Jharkhand to
the district. District Excise
Superintendent Prasant Kumar
Kanhar directed inspector Sri-
dhar Mohanty of Excise Mobile
Unit-1 to conduct a raid after in-
telligence inputs.

Accordingly, the team
waited at Dhabanishola and
intercepted a pick-up van for
verification as it passed by
the route. During verifica-
tion, the team members seized
20.80 quintal of Mahua flowers
packed in 52 sacks. The con-
signment was being smuggled
from Jharkhand to Deuli area
in Mayurbhanj. Further in-
vestigations are on to nab the
rest of the accused persons
involved in the smuggling,
Mohanty said.

Country’s first synthetic road

being built with Ger

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kamakhyanagar, Dec 15: In a
first for the country, a synthetic
road is being constructed us-
ing German technology in the
Kamakhyanagar NAC area of
Dhenkanal district.

The 800-metre stretch of road,
from the Electric Office Square
to Kamakhyanagar College, is
being built on an experimental
basis at an estimated cost of
6.9 crore. Officials claimed this
technology has earlier been
used in construction of airports
but this is for the first time that
aroad is being built using the
German technology.

According to officials from
the construction company and
the Public Works department,
this road is being developed on
an experimental basis for the
first time in Kamakhyanagar.
They highlighted that the road,

built with synthetic sheets
overlaid with bitumen, is ex-
pected to be more durable and
require less maintenance. As a
result, no pothole will appear
on the road surface from grad-
ual damage due to traffic or
weather, they said.

The construction is being
closely supervised by Sigma
Entech Construction Com-

man tech

Faa

pany, with their consultant
engineer, Uma Shankar Pat-
tnaik, present on the site. Key
officials present during the
construction included Jayant
Kumar Nayak, Superintendent
Engineer of the Public Works
department; Bijay Kumar
Sethi, Executive Engineer;
and Achyutananda Malik, As-
sistant Executive Engineer.
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It is not God who made man
wicked. It is man who makes
himself wicked by separating
himself from God.

THE MOTHER

Real Democracy

he people of South Korea and their representatives showed the
l world last weekend how real democracy works. The country’s
parliament voted to impeach President Yoon Suk Yeol following
his surprising declaration of martial law that only lasted six hours.
Yoon’s presidential powers and responsibilities have been suspended
and the Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, the nation’s second-in-com-
mand, has assumed presidential authority. The impeachment brought
an end to days of political stalemate, even as hundreds of thousands of
jubilant people gathered near the parliament celebrating yet another
bold chapter in the country’s enduring democracy with the slogan:
“We have preserved the constitutional order!” The vote marked the
National Assembly’s second attempt to remove Yoon; he previously
survived an impeachment effort by opposition parties on 7 December,
thanks to a boycott of the vote by lawmakers from his conservative
People Power Party. Since then, many of his party colleagues have
decided to participate in his impeachment as his approval ratings
have plummeted to as low as 11 per cent.

The swiftness with which the developments unfolded bears tes-
timony to the country’s young, yet robust democratic institutions.
Yoon’s attempt to suspend civilian governance on 3 December evoked
memories of the oppressive dictatorship that plagued the country four
decades ago, a time marked by widespread human rights violations by
the military. The repercussions of his failed initiative were rapid, as
South Korea’s institutions sprang into action—Yoon’s close associates
were quickly subjected to police investigations and summoned before
parliament which demanded accountability. Lawmakers promptly
initiated impeachment proceedings against Yoon, accusing him of
“insurrection” and attempting to undermine the democratic consti-
tution. On 14 December, he was suspended from office following a
tense secret ballot in the grand parliamentary chamber. All these
things happened in a matter of days.

Nestled between totalitarian North Korea and autocratic China,
South Korea has long stood as a symbol of a vibrant democracy in
East Asia. Born from the turmoil and violence of the anti-dictatorship
movement of the 1980s, which saw many of today’s political leaders of
that country rise to prominence, South Koreans have a rich history of
challenging their leaders through spirited street protests and lively
expressions of dissent.

However, the country now faces an extended period of uncertainty
as the Constitutional Court can take up to 180 days to deliberate on
whether to uphold the impeachment charges against the president.
Should the court rule that the parliament’s decision is constitutional,

Yoon will be ousted from office, prompting a new presidential elec-
tion within 60 days. This will earn Yoon the dubious distinction of
being only the second South Korean president to be impeached. He
previously played a significant role in the impeachment of fellow con-
servative Park Geun-hye, who was removed under strikingly similar
circumstances. In 2016, the parliament impeached Park Geun-hye,
the first female president of the country, due to a corruption scandal.
The Constitutional Court upheld her impeachment and removed her
from office. In 2004, President Roh Moo-hyun faced impeachment by
parliament due to an alleged violation of election laws. However, the
Constitutional Court later reversed the impeachment and reinstated
his presidential authority.

In spite of the massive demonstrations for his ouster and his
abysmal approval ratings, Yoon remains defiant. Describing the
impeachment as a “temporary” pause to his presidency, Yoon as-

_serted that he would “never give up.” Opposition parties and experts
have accused Yoon of rebellion, referencing a law that defines re-
bellion as inciting a riot against established state authorities with
the intent to undermine the constitution. They argue that, in South
Korea, a president can declare martial law only during wartime or
similar emergencies and does not have the authority to suspend
parliamentary operations, even under martial law. Following his
declaration of martial law, Yoon deployed hundreds of troops and
police officers to the parliament in an attempt to obstruct a vote
on the decree, but they withdrew after the parliament rejected his
proposal within hours.

At a time when democracy is backsliding in many parts of the
world, including in developed countries, the recent events of South
Korea offer many lessons. Any leader of State making efforts to under-
mine its constitution and institutions deserves severe treatment from
the people and their representatives. South Koreans have demon-
strated that people must be ever vigilant to trace any iota of threat to
democracy as their duty doesn’t just end with electing their leaders.
Checks and balances in the form of independent institutions, civil
society and a free Press are essential for the functioning of democracy.
Georgia, on the other hand, is another example where institutions
are collaborating in damaging democracy through that very same
democratic process.

WISDOM CORNER

“ They who dream by day are cognizant of many things which
escape those who dream only by night
EDGAR ALLAN POE

‘ The moment you have in your heart this extraordinary thing
called love and feel the depth, the delight, the ecstasy of it,
you will discover that for you the world is transformed

JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

“ Keep your eyes open to your mercies. The man who forgets
to be thankful has fallen asleep in life
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Il 1707: Last eruption of Mount Fuji. The highest volcano in Japan erupted
for the last time in what is known as the Hei Eruption. The eruption
lasted for 17 days. It is well known for the immense ash-fall it produced
over eastern Japan and subsequent landslides and starvation across
the country. The area where the eruption occurred is called Mount Hei
because it occurred in the fourth year of the Hei era.

Il 1773: Boston Tea Party. Considered as one of the key events in the
American Revolution, the Tea Party occurred when protesters in
Boston, a territory controlled by the British, dumped heavily taxed
British tea into Boston Harbor. The Americans were protesting both a
tax on tea and the perceived monopoly of the East India Company.

Il 1944: In World War 11, German forces attempted to push through Allied
lines in the Ardennes, beginning the Battle of the Bulge.

I 1991: Kazakhstan independence. The Central Asian country was the
last Soviet republic to declare its independence. The first country to
recognize Kazakhstan was Nigeria on December 16, 1991, followed by
the United States on December 26, 1991, China on January 3, 1992, and
the United Kingdom on January 19, 1992.
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GEOPOLITICAL SCRAMBLE

Carla Norrlof

GREAT-POWER
POLITICSIN A
POST-ASSAD
SYRIA WILL

BE DEFINED

BY WHO
RECOGNISES
THE MOMENT’S

OPPORTUNITIES

SPECTRUM

FIRST

fter more than a de-
cade of catastrophic
civil war, the Assad
dynasty’s abrupt
collapse represents a moment
of rebalancing, not only within
Syria but across Middle East.
With Iranian influence dimin-
ished, Russia preoccupied and
overstretched, and Turkey qui-
etly expanding its reach, the US
has come to a strategic juncture.
It can continue to pursue a policy
of sanctions and military brink-
manship, or it can pivot toamore
constructive form of engagement.
In this first phase, Syria will
seek a new equilibrium. Rus-
sian forces, once entrenched
in the heart of Syria’s security
apparatus, drained by their own
war in Ukraine, are effectively
gone. President Bashar al-As-
sad has fled to Russia, and the
Kremlin is hoping to secure a
deal with Syria’s new rulers, led
by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),
to retain its Khmeimim air base
in Latakia governorate and its
naval facility at Tartus. Iran,
meanwhile, has also withdrawn
its military assets, which were
pummeled by Israeli strikes
following Hamas’ 7 October in-
vasion. Its “axis of resistance,”
which previously stretched
from Tehran to the Mediterra-
nean, has all but collapsed.
These developments have trig-
gered a geopolitical scramble,
with Turkey, Israel, and the US
moving to secure their interests.
Turkey is seizing the moment
to strike US-backed Kurdish
forces along its border, viewing
them as terrorists linked to the
Turkey-based Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party (PKK). It desperately
wants to prevent the consolida-
tion of an autonomous Kurdish
region within northeastern Syr-
ia, as that could embolden Kurd-
ish separatists at home.
Meanwhile, the US, deter-
mined to prevent a resurgence
of the Islamic State, is targeting
the remnants of terrorist groups
in Syria. Israel is expanding its
occupation of the Golan Heights
(which it seized from Syria in

DIPLOMACY

Assa’s fall |s not the ehd of Syria’s

troubles, nor is HTS’ ascent a panacea.
Deep structural problems remain

1967) and conducting airstrikes
on missile and chemical weapons
sites. The barrage continues to
eliminate critical military capa-
bilities, including fighter jets, ra-
dar and air defense installations,
and naval vessels. According to
Israeli journalist Yoav Limor,
“the damage surpasses the air-
strike that launched the Six-Day
War ... effectively reducing [Syr-
ia] to a point of zero capability.”

While each power’s objec-
tives differ, their swift moves
highlight the challenges facing
Syria’snew rulers. The US, with
its long fixation on counterter-
rorism, had previously designat-
ed HTS a terrorist organisation,
placing a $10 million bounty on
its leader, Abu Mohammad
al-Jolani.US suspicions are not
entirely unfounded, given that
HTS’ lineage can be traced back
to Syria’s al-Qaeda affiliate. Yet
the group claims to have rein-
vented itself politically, pledging
amore inclusive, representative
system. Its rhetoric has focused
on institution-building, and its
takeover has been remarkably
bloodless; when it reached Da-
mascus, it peacefully escorted
the prime minister, Mohammad
Ghazi al-Jalali, out of office.

In his victory speech, Jola-
ni addressed old grievances,
decrying Iranian-fueled sec-
tarianism and domestic cor-
ruption. But he also expressed
a willingness to break from his
own radical roots. The logic of

realpolitik was clear. The rebel
group NOW governs a war-rav-
aged country. It urgently needs
legitimacy, foreign investment,
and international recognition to
stabilise Syria’s shattered econ-
omy, restore infrastructure, and
provide basic public services.
In this context, it would be
risky for the US to cling to out-
dated paradigms. While US pol-
icymakers have long sought to
curb Iranian influence and lim-
it Russia’s strategic foothold, it
is HTS that has partly satisfied
both objectives. Rather than
squandering this moment with
knee-jerk bombing campaigns
against a group that appears
genuinely to have severed its
ties to al-Qaeda, and could be
further encouraged to move
to civilian rule, the US should
shift to a policy of engagement.
That means lifting the sanc-
tions targeting Jolani and HTS’
top leadership, and signaling a
willingness to negotiate and
support Syrian reconstruction.
Such a move would not be a
concession to extremism, but
rather a carefully calibrated
step to encourage moderation.
With the United Kingdom
already preparing to reassess
HTS’ terrorist designation, the
US could coordinate with the
UK and other European part-
ners to create a conditions-based
blueprint for diplomatic recog-
nition and economic assistance.
Crucially, this should be tied to

tangible benchmarks: inclusive
governance, respect for minori-
ty rights, transparent elections,
the dismantling of extremist net-
works, and full compliance with
prohibitions on chemical weap-
ons. That is more than the US
could have hoped for during the
five-decade-long Assad regime.
Engagement will give the US
more leverage than confronta-
tion. Continuing to bomb or
isolate Syria risks reinforcing
the very extremism the West
fears. Military strikes might
push HTS back into the arms
of jihadist groups, undermine
its domestic credibility, and
fracture the nascent coalition
holding the country together.
A heavy-handed approach al-
so could create a power vacuum
for Islamic State remnants to
exploit. By contrast, a diplomat-
ic opening that relaxes punitive
measures and opens channels
of communication could en-
courage HTS leaders to usher
in a more stable future in which
reconstruction can take place.
Such a shift in US policy
would reverberate strategical-
ly. By not allowing Russia or
Iran to reassert their influence,
the US could shape a scenario
in which Syria finally moves
away from foreign-sponsored
proxy wars and toward a more
balanced regional alignment.
Assad’s fall is not the end of
Syria’s troubles, nor is HTS’ as-
cent a panacea. Deep structural
problems remain, and the legacy
of war, sectarian strife, and eco-
nomic and environmental col-
lapse cannot be easily overcome.
Great-power politics in a
post-Assad Syria will be de-
fined by who recognises the mo-
ment’s opportunities first. After
50 years of a brutal dictatorship
that suppressed Syrians’ polit-
ical and economic freedoms,
the US must help them reclaim
their own destiny.

The writer is Professor
of Political Science at the
University of Toronto.
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Delhi in hurry, Dhaka lukewarm

Shivaji Sarkar

INDIA HAS TO BE
CALM SO THAT

ITS ANXIETY IS
NOT EXPOSED,

EVEN AS DHAKA

REMAINS
SOMEWHAT
RETICENT

dia and Bangladesh have
-Z-gntered a critical phase in
their diplomatic relation-
ship. On 9 December, Indian
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri met with Bangladesh’s
Foreign Advisor Tauhid Hos-
sain and interim Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Yunus, amidst
shifting political dynamics in
the region. The meetings come
after the dramatic events of 5
August, when Sheikh Hasina,
then Prime Minister of Bangla-
desh, fled to New Delhi during
a period of escalating unrest.
While Misri struck an op-
timistic tone, emphasizing
India’s desire for a “positive,
constructive, and mutually
beneficial relationship” with
Bangladesh, Dhaka’s response
was more measured. The dis-
cussions were overshadowed
by tensions regarding Hasina’s
refuge in India and her critical
statements about the interim
government. Speaking at Dha-
ka airport, Misri described
the talks as an opportunity
for candid and productive di-
alogue, underscoring India’s
commitment to strengthening
bilateral cooperation for the
mutual benefit of both nations.
The premier Dhaka daily
Pratham Alo is not exuberant.
In an opinion piece, a columnist

writes in the paper: “Before this
development (mass uprising),
in more than one and a half de-
cades, New Delhi had offered a
foreign policy puzzle by relying
only on one party, practically a
single Zaminder (landlord)-like
chief executive officer in Dhaka,
for serving Indian interests.”
It points out Misri raising the
issue of safety of minorities in
Bangladesh and a strong rebut-
tal by Dhaka, which went to the
extent of stating that attacks on
minorities or the issue of ISK-
CON activists being held in de-
tention, killing or lynching of
lawyers pleading for ISKCON
monk Chinmoy Das’ release on
bail are “internal” affairs.
Even the posturing by Yunus
and the subduedness of Misri
before him were eloquent, possi-
bly exceeding diplomatic nicety.
Misri apparently did not raise
the issue of India’s role in help-
ing the Mukti Bahini in liberat-
ing the country from the tyrants
of Pakistan. Such mentions are
part of diplomatic niceties.
Dhaka has particularly
taken offence to Hasina issu-
ing statements targeting the
Yunus government. Yunus was
categorical in stating that her
statements “fan tension.” It’s
pointing a finger at India indi-
cating that Hasina “may have

been acting at the behest of her
hosts.” Still the host sometimes
has to take care of the ties with
the smaller neighbours.

Safety of minorities is a se-
rious issue. India alone has
not raised it. Separately but si-
multaneously European Union
also virtually condemned Ban-
gladesh for the highhandedness.
The EU has called on the inter-
im government to be mindful
of the need to uphold the rule
of law, and respect due process
and fundamental rights. Ambas-
sador and Head of Delegation of
the EU to Bangladesh, Michael
Miller, made the call at an in-
teractive session with Yunus
at the Chief Adviser’s Office on
9 December itself. Even the UK
Parliament expressed concern
over minority bashing in the
disturbed country about seven
days back. In reality, minorities
are being mistreated there since
the partition in 1947, their prop-
erties looted, women kidnapped
and raped and forced to flee to
India. After 75 years of contin-
uous torture it has become the
concern of the world.

A special tribunal in Bangla-
desh has banned the publication
of any speeches by Hasina, a day
after she made her first public
speech in a virtual address
to supporters of her Awami

League party in New York. In
the speech, she accused Yunus
of perpetrating genocide and fail-
ing to protect minorities, espe-
cially Hindus, since her ouster.
On the other hand, it appeared
India was keener on restoring
normalcy as Bangladesh and
India have a whole set of issues
ranging from trade, commerce,
connectivity, power, water, and
energy, and development cooper-
ation, consular cooperation, and
cultural cooperation.
Diplomatically, Misri took
up the issues a bit too early.
India and Bangladesh have a
strong trade relationship, with
India as Bangladesh’s second
largest trade partner in Asia
and Bangladesh as India’s larg-
est trade partner in South Asia.
Misri may be concerned
about suspension of train ser-
vices from Bangladesh to In-
dia as also bus and shipping
services indefinitely since the
uprising in August. India's
freight operations with Ban-
gladesh have also been affected.
Bangladesh has not shown any
interest in resumption of the
services that benefit India more.
India has to be calm so that
its anxiety is not exposed, even
as Dhaka remains somewhat
reticent.
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TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000
words). Contributors are

numbers and full postal

address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and
suggestions, preferably by email, to:

edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,

Bhubaneswar-751010

(@

requested to send their contact # Biid

Balanced approach

Sir, The suicide of a techie in Bangalore has sparked off a
debate over whether Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code
is misused or underused by women against men. True, in
some cases the law is exploited and men face unpleasant
consequences. On the other hand, many experts are of the
opinion that the law is underused since pursuing mainte-
nance and reporting cruelty is difficult for most women.

-

In some cases, women are victimised by men for doing
so. Although the law acts as a deterrent to men, many
women are unable to use it for their benefit. The latest
National Family Health Survey shows that nearly one
third of all married women face spousal violence. Thor-
ough investigation needs to be carried out before taking
legal action against men. Similarly, the abused women

must get opportunity to seek legal help. The two sides of
this issue need to be dealt with properly. The law must
not be weaponised against men. At the same time, women

must be given their due.

Venu GS, KOLLAM

Chess superpower

Sir, At the age of eighteen, Dommaraju Gukesh has ascend-
ed to the zenith of the chessboard realm. His conquest in the
2024 World Chess Championship not only did crown him as the
youngest monarch of this cerebral kingdom but also as the sec-
ond son of India to seize this honour, following in the illustrious
footsteps of the legendary Viswanathan Anand, who has claimed
this title on numerous occasions since the dawn of the new mil-
lennium. Gukesh's victory heralds a new epoch for Indian chess,
which is burgeoning into a global colossus, boasting now 85
Grandmasters, with more to follow. The tournament, held in
the exotic climes of Singapore, was historic on many a front. It
was the first instance where two scions of Asia contended for
the crown, and it saw the youngest-ever challenger. Gukesh
faced a formidable adversary in Ding Liren, who, against all
expectations, presented a contest of fierce competition. Gukesh’s
triumph underscores India's rise as a chess superpower, built
upon the foundation laid by Viswanathan Anand’s pioneering

victory in 2000.

Amareet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH
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MVA slams Maha govt over
farmers’ woes, inflation, jobs

Congress state chief Nana Patole demanded %3 lakh loan waivers for
farmers and increase in the monthly financial assistance to eligible women
under the ‘Ladki Bahin’ programme from the current 31,500 to 32,100

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Nagpur, Dec 15: The Opposi-
tion MVA Sunday targeted the
Maharashtra government over
farmers’ plight, price rise, jobs
and a sarpanch’s murder and
declared it would boycott the
customary tea party on the eve
of the state legislature’s winter
session here.

Hours before the Cabinet ex-
pansion of the government in
the evening, leaders of the Ma-
ha Vikas Aghadi (MVA), com-
prising the Shiv Sena (UBT),
NCP (SP) and Congress, held a
press conference at Ravi Bha-
van in the city to slam the BJP-
led dispensation.

Leader of Opposition in the

Legislative Council Ambadas
Danve said the government was
doing a “drama” by keeping the
session only for six days. Earli-

W T N
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We have received the
invitation for the tea
party, but it would be
impossible for us to attend
an event of a ‘khooni sarkar’,
anti-farmer government and
a government persecuting
Dalits. Hence, MVA has
decided to boycott it

AMBADAS DANVE | LEADER OF OPPOSITION

er, the Nagpur session used to
be held for anywhere between
three weeks and one month,
said the Sena (UBT) leader.
Danve claimed that there
would be no questions and
answers and calling attention
motions during the winter ses-
sion, which will be held from
December 16 to December 21.
Though the Opposition’s
strength in the Assembly may
be less, it will, with its full

India’s first diabetes
biobank set up in Chennai

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: The coun-
try’s first diabetes biobank, a
repository of population-based
biological samples aimed at
supporting scientific research,
has been established in Chen-
nai by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) in
collaboration with the Madras
Diabetes Research Foundation
(MDRF).

The biobank set up at the
MDRF, Chennai aims to gath-
er, process, store and distribute
biospecimens to assist scientif-
ic studies with the permission
of the ICMR.

The biobank will facilitate
advanced research on the caus-
es of diabetes, the variations
of the Indian type of diabetes
and related disorders, said Dr
V Mohan, chairman of
the MDRF and Dr
Mohan’s Diabetes
Specialities Cen-
tre.

The biobank
has blood sam-
ples from two
ICMR-funded
studies -- the IC-
MR-India Diabetes
(ICMR-INDIAB) study
conducted in all states and
Union territories in phases
from 2008 to 2020 and the “Reg-
istry of people with diabetes
in India at a young age at the
onset”, which was launched in
2006 and is still ongoing.

A plethora of blood samples
of different types of diabetes in
the young, such as Type 1, Type
2 and gestational diabetes, have
been stored for future studies
and research, Mohan said.

The process of setting up the
biobank started around two
years ago.

The details of the biobank
and the purpose behind setting
it up have been explained in de-
tail in an article published in
the “Indian Journal of Medical
Research” last week.

Biobanks are critical in bio-
medical research, collecting, pro-
cessing, storing and distributing
biospecimens to support scientif-
ic research, the article said.

“This diabetes biobank could
help in the identification of
novel biomarkers for early di-
agnosis and the development of
personalised treatment strate-
gies,” it added.

BIOBANKS
ARE CRITICAL
IN BIOMEDICAL
RESEARCH, COLLECTING,
PROCESSING, STORING
AND DISTRIBUTING
BIOSPECIMENS TO
UPPORT SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH

Additionally, it would sup-
port longitudinal studies to
track the progression of dia-
betes and its complications
over time, leading to better
management and prevention
strategies.

“By fostering collaborative
research efforts, a diabetes bio-
bank in India could significant-

ly advance our understanding
of the disease and contrib-
ute to the global fight
against the diabetes
epidemic,” the arti-
cle said.
Involving private
agencies in devel-
oping biobanks and
research is essential
for translating research
into practice. Adopting new
technologies for specimen stor-
age, preservation, data manage-
ment and sharing is crucial
for creating a cost-effective,
long-lasting disease-specific
biobank in India.

Of the various biobanks
available globally, the most
well-known is the UK Biobank,
supported by the National
Health Service (NHS), which
is a vast biomedical database
with genetic, lifestyle and
health information from five
lakh participants in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

The collected information
comprises phenotypic, genomic
and imaging data derived from
direct assessments, verbal in-
terviews, online questionnaires
and electronic health records.

This dataset continues to
expand as new biomedical da-
ta are added through ongoing
assessments and longitudinal
follow up.

The ICMR-INDIAB study is
one of the large epidemiologi-
cal studies on diabetes with a
sample size of 1.2 lakh nation-
ally-representative individuals,
covering every state of India.

force, take on the government
on various issues, including
those concerning farmers, said
Danve.

The Mahayuti has formed the
government with the “help” of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs), he claimed. The gov-
ernment booked the people of
Markadwadi village in Malshi-
ras Assembly constituency for
planning to hold a “mock repoll
using ballot papers”, he said.

The Sena (UBT) Ileader
claimed that the government
is not giving proper remuner-
ation to soybean and cotton
growers for their produce.

“We have received the invi-
tation for the tea party, but it
would be impossible for us to at-
tend an event of a ‘khooni sark-
ar’, anti-farmer government
and a government persecuting
Dalits. Hence, MV A has decided
to boycott it,” said Danve.

The Opposition leader said
they expect discussions from
crop insurance to farm loan
waiver. The law and order
situation in the state has wors-
ened, he alleged and claimed
that those behind the murder
of the sarpanch in Beed have
the government’s backing.

Congress state chief Nana
Patole demanded Rs 3 lakh
loan waivers for farmers and
increase in the monthly fi-
nancial assistance to eligible
women under the ‘Ladki Bahin’
programme from the current Rs
1,500 to Rs 2,100.

He demanded a CBI probe
into the sarpanch’s death.

Bima Sakhi Yojana
empowering hordes
of women in Palghar

INDO-ASTAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Dec 15: The ‘Bima
Sakhi Yojana’, launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di is empowering the women in
Palghar district of Maharashtra
by providing them specialized
training in key areas of interest
and enabling them to become
self-sufficient.

Many women beneficiaries
expressed their gratitude to
the government while high-
lighting on how the scheme
is helping them achieve their
dreams and become financially
independent.

Talking to IANS, Purnima
Pandey, a woman from Pal-
ghar, said, “I want to thank
PM Modi and Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman for
this scheme. It is truly em-
powering women. Through
this scheme, we are gaining
knowledge and receiving sti-
pends, which are helping us
fulfill our dreams as well as
those of our children. It is a
step towards our empower-
ment.”

Sachin Singh, another local
resident, referred to the initia-
tive as a ‘gift’ for women ahead
of the New Year.
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Farmers load freshly harvested sugarcane into a tractor trolley during the harvesting season, in Karad, Maharashtra, Sunday
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FADNAVIS GETS GRAND
WELCOME IN NAGPUR

The chief minister, who represents the Nagpur South West Assembly constituency,
underlined the Mahayuti government’s commitment to serve the people 24 hours

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Nagpur, Dec 15: Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis Sunday led a rally organ-
ised in his hometown Nagpur
by BJP workers to celebrate the
Mahayuti’s victory in recent
Assembly polls.

The chief minister, who
represents the Nagpur South
West Assembly constituency,
underlined the Mahayuti gov-
ernment’s commitment to serve
the people 24 hours.

Fadnavis landed in Nagpur
to a grand welcome from party
workers and people. The rally
started from Nagpur airport
and culminated at Fadnavis’
residence in Dharampeth.

Talking to reporters at the
airport, Fadnavis said, “It is
a joyous moment that after
becoming the chief minister, I
have come to my janmabhoomi
and karmabhoomi (birthplace
and workplace). Nagpur is my
family, and it is welcome by my
family.”

He slammed the Opposition
parties, accusing them of not
believing in the Constitution.

Fadnavis, accompanied by
his wife Amruta Fadnavis,
state BJP chief Chandrashek-
har Bawankule and others
boarded a decorated open-top
vehicle at Nagpur airport. The
route of the rally was dotted
with banners welcoming the
son-of-the-soil.

Fadnavis raised ‘Ek hain toh
safe hain’ and ‘Modi hain toh
mumkin hain’ slogans while
addressing his supporters.

“The Mahayuti (coalition)
under the leadership of PM
Modi received huge blessings
from the poor, tribals, farmers,
Dalits, and OBC and others (in
assembly elections). This elec-

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | CM, MAHARASHTRA

toral victory became possible
due to the trust put in Mahayu-
ti by Ladki Bahins (the name
of a popular scheme for wom-
en), ladka (beloved) shetkari
(farmers), ladke yuva (youths),
Dhangars, Marathas and other
sections,” he said.

I thank 14 crore people of
Maharashtra for blessing the
Mahayuti and making me chief
minister, Fadnavis added.

Fadnavis said the people
chose Mahayuti to serve them
and change their lives and Ma-

harashtra.

“I, Eknath Shinde, and Ajit
Pawar with others will work 24
hours to fulfil the dream of peo-
ple. This government will work
24/7 for the people,” he said.

Fadnavis landed in Nagpur
for the oath-taking ceremony
of the Mahayuti government
as part of the first expansion
of Cabinet. The winter ses-
sion of the state legislature
will commence in the second
capital of Maharashtra De-
cember 16.

Fadnavis took oath as the
chief minister for the third time
December 5 after the Mahayuti
combine swept the November
20 Maharashtra elections, win-
ning 230 out of 288 seats.

The Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi, which managed just 46
seats, has been alleging irreg-
ularities in electronic voting
machines (EVMs).

AIADMK picks
arrogance pitch to
target CM Stalin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennali, Dec 15: In its exec-
utive committee and gener-
al council meeting here, the
ATADMK Sunday accused Chief
Minister MK Stalin of being
arrogant and said the ruling
party-led government’s days
are numbered.

ATADMK leader and for-
mer minister B Valarmathi
accused Chief Minister Stalin
of being at the ‘peak of arro-
gance’ and mocking at oppo-
sition parties. She claimed
that the DMK government’s
‘days are numbered,” and
added that the chief minis-
ter’s chair has become ready
for Edappadi K Palaniswami,
her party chief.

Recently, Tamizhaga Vetri
Kazhagam chief and actor Vi-
jay had accused the DMK of
being arrogant by claiming to
win 200 seats and had also said
that people will ‘minus’ the
‘selfish alliance calculations’
of the ruling party. Valarmathi
used the same Tamil word (Iru-
mappu) used by Vijay to level
her allegation of arrogance
against Stalin.

ATADMK’s Villupuram
strongman C Ve Shanmugam
said the frequently asked
question of forging alliance
with parties will happen at
the right time and recalled
that the ATADMK won Assem-
bly polls hands down in the
years, 2001 and 2011, and alli-
ances then were formed just
ahead of the state elections.
“Alliance will be formed, the
general secretary will take
care of that.”

Vijay’s party, the TVK said
last month that its goal was to
form the government by win-
ning the 2026 Assembly polls
and had ruled out alliance with
the ATADMK.

Mega Varmam therapy session aims for world record

VARMA PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN SIDDHA MEDICINE AS A DRUGLESS METHOD OF TREATMENT FOR PAIN MANAGEMENT

5. Py &

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Dec 15: The Nation-
al Institute of Siddha (NIS) will
organise a mega Varmam ther-
apy session to treat 555 patients
here December 18, aiming to
create a Guinness world record
and popularise this drugless
Varmam therapy in Siddha
medicine.

Through this unique effort,
the NIS will spread the popu-
larity of Siddha medicine to
the world with the guidance
and support of the Union Min-
istry of Ayush, NIS Director
Prof R Meenakumari said
Saturday.

“The institute is trying to
spread the benefits of Siddha
medicine and the virtues of
Varmam therapy throughout
the country. For this purpose,
preparations are on to set a re-
cord by simultaneously provid-

£ "

ing Varmam therapy to 555 peo-
ple by 555 Varmanis (Varmam
healers) December 18,” Meena-
kumari said in a release here.
Siddha medicine, one of the
Indian traditional medical sys-
tems, is the best medical system
not only for treating people’s
health but also for disease pre-
vention, she said. Kayakalpam,
Varmam, and Thokkanam,

we A

which are unique methods of
Siddha medicine, exemplify its
greatness and antiquity.
“Varma medicine is a won-
derful method of modality used
as an instant remedy in Siddha
medicine. Though Varmakalai
is widely known as a martial
art, it is being used in Siddha
medicine with a scientific back-
ground as a treatment method

O

Siddha medicine,
one of the Indian
traditional medical
systems, is the best
medical system not
only for treating
people’s health but
also for disease
prevention

for acute, and serious diseases,”
Meenakumari said.

Varma played a major role in
Siddha medicine as a drugless
method of treatment for pain
management and it is wide-
ly used for diseases not only
related to bone, joints and
muscles but also in diseases
that can occur in the body,
especially brain and nervous

system related diseases such
as stroke, and rheumatoid ar-
thritis etc., she said.

“Also, Varmam system can
be very beneficial for injuries
caused by trauma and acci-
dents,” the NIS director said
and added that the Varmam
system was very economical
and it ensured results in a time-
bound manner.

During Covid, the NIS, Tam-
baram, established five Siddha
Covid care centers and suc-
cessfully carried out 4 clinical
researches. Last year, a group
of Siddha doctors came togeth-
er to spread Siddha medicine
across the country by under-
taking a motorbike rally from
Delhi to Kanyakumari, cover-
ing a distance of 3,333 km in
20 days, and conducted Siddha
medical camps and delivered
awareness lectures in every
state every day.
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Surrendered Naxals reveal futlhty of violent movement
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Anyone who
witnessed
the Kumbh

of 2019 would
have seen the
out-of-the-box ey [
efforts that made /& AL
it clean, safe, and well-organ-
ised. What was once associat-
ed with dirt, chaos, stampedes,
and insecurity became a divine
and grand event

YOGI ADITYANATH I UP CHIEF MINISTER

lurge all
‘ our former

legisla- = =
tors and party oy
leaders who
have gathered in “
Davangere that
already our conducts have cre-
ated a lot of confusion among
party workers and supporters
in the state. By organising such
events no one should give room

for more confusion
B Y VIJAYENDRA | K'TAKA BJP PRESIDENT

Rajasthan
‘ faces severe

water crisis.
The project that
Modi Saheb is
going to dedicate
there on Decem-
ber 17 will link 11 rivers. This
project, worth about 340,000
crore, will be announced by
Modi Saheb. After this, Rajas-
than will have maximum water

C R PATIL | UNION JALSHAKTI MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

I Alert loco pilots
save eight lions

Bhavnagar: Alert loco

pilots of a goods train and

a passenger train applied
brakes in time to save the
lives of eight lions that had
wandered onto railway
tracks in Gujarat's Bhavnagar
district in the last two days,
an official said Sunday.

With the vigilance of the
loco pilots of the Western
Railway's Bhavnagar division
and the help of trackers of
the forest department, 104
lions have been saved so

far in this financial year,

said Mashooque Ahmad,
senior divisional commercial
manager, Bhavnagar.

@ Pak drone with
narcotics seized

Jammu: A Pakistani drone
carrying nearly half a kg

of high-grade narcotic
substance was seized by the
Border Security Force near
the International Border here,
officials said Sunday. The
quadcopter entered India
from across the border and
was seized from the Chinaz
Border Outpost area in the
Arnia sector late Saturday,
they said. Confirming the
recovery, a BSF spokesperson
said a smuggling attempt
was foiled by the alert

troops with the successful
interception of the Pakistani
drone along with 495 grams of
narcotic substance at 8.10 pm
Saturday.

I 4 Kkilled as tractor
trolley overturns

Gwalior (MP): Four tribal
persons were killed and

15 others injured when a
tractor-trolley overturned in
an attempt to save a buffalo
in Madhya Pradesh's Gwalior
district, police said Sunday.
The accident took place at
around 10.30 pm Saturday in
Ghatigaon area, an official
said. As many as 31 persons,
belonging to the Saharia
tribal community, had gone to
a forest in Pai Kho village for
collecting herbs.

M Fire at Worli building

Mumbai: A fire that broke
out at a commercial building
in south Mumbai's Worli

area Sunday morning was
extinguished after nearly four
hours, an official said. No one
was injured in the blaze that
erupted on the second floor
of the seven-storey Poonam
Chambers on Annie Besant
Road, he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh),
Dec 15: Joymati Vanjan and
Shankar Markade, two tribals
from poor families in Chhattis-
garh, once carried a bounty of
%5 lakh each.

Vanjan is now a Chhattis-
garh Police constable, and both
the former Naxals said they
were content to leave behind
their past and live a "normal
life", a sentiment echoed by
many other surrendered Left-
wing Extremists. The pair's
lives had followed a similar pat-
tern -- from tribals belonging to
poor families in Chhattisgarh's
remote areas, giving up studies

Ex8Kejriwal slams BIP for ‘no

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: After AAP
on Sunday released its final list
of candidates for the upcoming
Assembly polls in Delhi, party
supremo Arvind Kejriwal took
a swipe at the BJP, claiming
that the saffron party has no
chief ministerial face.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Sunday released its final list of
38 candidates for the Assembly
polls due in February, fielding
Kejriwal from New Delhi be-
sides repeating Chief Minister
Atishi from Kalkaji. In a post
on X in Hindi, Kejriwal said,
"The party is contesting the
elections with full confidence
and full preparation. BJP is
missing. They have no CM face,
no team, no planning, and no
vision for Delhi. They have on-
ly one slogan, only one policy,
and only one mission -- ' Remove
Kejriwal'. Ask them what they
did in five years, and they re-
ply, 'Kejriwal ko bahut gaali di'
(cursed Kejriwal a lot)."

"Our party has a vision and
a plan for Delhi's development,
along with a strong team of
educated individuals to im-
plement it with a long list of
achievements over the last 10
years," he added. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP), which is
yet to announce its candidates,
is reportedly planning to pitch
Parvesh Verma, son of former
Delhi Chief Minister late Sahib

SNIIPETS

Lok Sabha to take up financial
business first, ‘ONOE’ bills later

New Delhi: The government has deferred

the introduction of Bills related to ‘one nation
one election’ in the Lok Sabha till after the
completion of financial business, sources said.
Earlier, the two bills -- The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill and The Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill) --? were listed for introduction
in the Lok Sabha Monday. The sources in the
government said the the bills could be brought
later this week after the House passes the first
batch of supplementary demands for grants
listed for Monday. The revised list of business,
issued by the Lok Sabha secretariat, does not
have the two bills on the agenda for Monday.

NGT issues notice to
environment ministry

New Delhi: The National Green Tribunal has
issued notice to the Centre regarding the
alleged felling of scores of trees in the national
capital. The green body was hearing about the
alleged illegal felling of thousands of trees at
Chajju Ram Bagh in Jindpur by a private builder to
construct a warehouse and commercial godown.

after Class 8 to becoming dread-
ed Naxals with a huge bounty
on their heads.

Vanjan was allegedly in-
volved in several offensives
against security forces as a CPI
(Maoist) cadre. Markade, too,
was involved in many such at-
tacks and was allegedly part of
the group that destroyed a plant
of a leading corporate group in
Chhattisgarh a few years ago.
Both have since given up vio-
lence, surrendered before the
authorities, joined the main-
stream and are now leading a
normal life.

Markade said life as a Nax-
al cadre was tough. When he
joined the CPI (Maoist) as a

b

Everyone feels like getting
an opportunity to be
become minister. Howev-
er, the ministerial berths
remain limited while ev-
eryone deserves a chance
AJIT PAWAR | MAHA DEPUTY CM

teenager in the early 2000s,
his entire village was over-
run by the proscribed outfit.
States affected by Leftwing

The AAP Sunday released its final list of 38
candidates for the Assembly polls due in February,
fielding Kejriwal from New Delhi besides repeating

Chief Minister Atishi from Kalkaiji

Singh Verma, against Kejriw-
al in New Delhi. The Congress,
meanwhile, has announced 21
candidates, including Sandeep
Dikshit, son of ex-Chief Min-
ister late Sheila Dikshit, who
will challenge Kejriwal in New
Delhi. Kejriwal has on multiple
occasions ruled out any alli-
ance with Congress, despite
both parties being part of the
INDIA bloc.

In its bid for a third consec-
utive term in power in the na-
tional capital, AAP has nomi-

Wagf report:
Vijayendra
rejects claims

Bangalore: Karnataka
BJP presidentBY
Vijayendra Sunday
strongly dismissed
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and
ruling Congress

leaders' charges that
he attempted to
"bribe" former state
Minority Commission
chairperson Anwar
Manippady to hush up
his report on the Wagf
encroachments.
Siddaramaiah said
that Manippady had
publicly stated that
Vijayendra visited

his house during
Yediyurappa's

tenure as CM and
offered %150 crore

to be silent about

the Waqf property
encroachment report.

nated its senior leaders from
their own constituencies. Ac-
cordingly, Environment Minis-
ter Gopal Rai will contest from
Babarpur, Health Minister
Saurabh Bhardwaj from Great-
er Kailash, and former Health
Minister Satyendar Jain from
Shakur Basti.

Additionally, ministers
Raghuvinder Shokeen and
Mukesh Kumar Ahlawat will
contest the polls from Nangloi
Jat and Sultanpur Majra, re-
spectively. Other candidates in

COLD WAVE PERSISTS IN PUNJAB, HARYANA

Cold weather conditions continued to grip Punjab and
Haryana Sunday, with Faridkot being the coldest place
in the region at a minimum temperature of one degree
Celsius, the meteorological department said. In Punjab,
Gurdaspur and Bathinda also experienced chilly nights,
recording minimum temperatures of two degrees
Celsius and 4.6 degrees Celsius, respectively, it said

Extremism have rehabilita-
tion schemes for surrendered
Maoists. During his address
at a sporting event -- 'Bastar

CM face’

AAP's list include Sanjeev Jha
from Burari, Ajesh Yadav from
Badli, and Durgesh Pathak
from Rajinder Nagar. The party
has fielded Amanatullah Khan
from Okhla and Somnath Bhar-
ti from Malviya Nagar.

Taking to X, Atishi said,
"Thanks to the party leader-
ship and Arvind Kejriwal ji for
once again showing faith in me
by making me the Aam Aadmi
Party Assembly candidate from
Kalkaji." "This is a matter of
pride for me, and I will fulfil this
responsibility with full loyalty
and dedication," she added.

As per a list issued earlier,
former Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia has been moved
to Jangpura, with newcomer
Avadh Ojha contesting from
Sisodia's previous seat, Patpar-
ganj. Congress has fielded Anil
Kumar from Patparganj.

"With the announcement of
candidates for all 70 seats, the
Aam Aadmi Party has entered the
elections with full force. Under the
leadership of Arvind Kejriwal, we
arereaching out to the people, ask-
ing for five more years to further
the progress made in education,
healthcare, electricity, and water,"
Sisodia said in a post on X.

Now with AAP having an-
nounced candidates for all 70
seats, the party has dropped
16 sitting MLAs and replaced
three MLAs by family mem-
bers, besides swapping two
seats.

Olympics' -- Shah appealed to
Naxals to give up arms and
join the mainstream, saying
their rehabilitation was the
government's responsibility.
The Union home minister also
lauded the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment's rehabilitation poli-
cy as the best in the country.
Sukanti Mari from Malkangiri
in neighbouring Odisha joined
the Maoists in 2003 before lay-
ing down her arms in 2016.
Mari said she gave up arms
and surrendered after her
husband, who was also a Nax-
al cadre, was killed in a police
encounter. Sushila, another
surrendered Maoist, said her
family was warned by the ex-

tremists of serious consequenc-
es if at least one member did
not join them. Bima Sodi, al-
so from Malkangiri, is now a
home guard in Odisha with a
monthly salary of 318,000.

The top Maoist leaders are
from Andhra Pradesh or Tel-
angana while all lower-level
cadres are local tribals, Sodi
said. Soni Markani from Suk-
ma in Chhattisgarh said she
joined the CPI (Maoist) in 2002.
"The Maoists have no future.
Violence is against humanity.
I gave up my arms and surren-
dered in 2016." Markani now
works as a cook in Malkangiri
and earns a monthly salary of
38,500.

Maha: Fadnavis
expands Cabinet

Fadnavis along with two
Deputy Chief Ministers
Eknath Shinde and Ajit
Pawar were sworn in at
a grand function held
December 5 at Mumbai
in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
a galaxy of NDA leaders,
representatives of
industry and businesses
and Bollywood stars

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Nagpur, Dec 15: Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis Sunday expanded his
Cabinet with the induction of
39 ministers from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Shiv Sena
and the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) at a simple cere-
mony held here.

Maharashtra Governor CP
Radhakrishnan administered
the oath of office and secrecy
to the ministers -- 19 from the
BJP; 11 of Shiv Sena and nine
from the NCP.

The MahaYuti partners had
arrived at a 21-12-10 formula

for sharing ministerial berths.
Of the 39 ministers, 33 are cab-
inet ministers and 6 are minis-
ters of state.

Fadnavis along with two
Deputy Chief Ministers Eknath
Shinde and Ajit Pawar were
sworn in at a grand function
held December 5 at Mumbai
in the presence of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, a galaxy
of NDA leaders, representa-
tives of industry and business-
es and Bollywood stars.

With Sunday's swearing in,
Fadnavis led Cabinet's strength
is 42 against 43 which is 15 per
cent of the 288-member state
Assembly permissible.

BJP has dropped former
ministers Sudhir Mungantiwar
and Ravindra Chavan. Similar-
ly, Shiv Sena has denied min-
isterial berths to former min-
isters Tanaji Sawant, Abdul
Sattar and Deepak Kesarkar.

Farmers prepare food at their protest site at Shambhu border, in Patiala district, Punjab. A ‘jatha’ of 101 farmers on Saturday resumed its foot march to

Delhi from the protest site at Shambhu border, but was stopped a few metres away by a multilayered barricading

PTI PHOTO

Drone operators take wedding season by storm in rural pockets of UP

Drones have become a must-have at weddings in the region, with pilots like him charging anywhere between
38,000 and 340,000 per event, depending on the complexity and duration of the service

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ballia (UP), Dec 15: In the
heart of rural Ballia in Uttar
Pradesh, young men are turn-
ing heads with their innova-
tive use of drones to capture
weddings from new heights.
Among them is Sumit Kumar,
a 20-year-old, who has become a
sought-after drone pilot during
the wedding season.

Sumit, who started as an as-
sistant photographer, quickly
adapted to the growing demand
for aerial photography, offering
services that blend technology
with tradition, making every

wedding unique. Flying drones
over wedding guests, capturing
mesmerising aerial shots and
even delivering garlands to the
couple have made his work a
favourite among locals. “No
matter how grand the wedding
is, I make every guest look up
when I fly my drone,” he said
with a smile.

Earlier this week, he stole
the show at a village wedding
when he used his drone to de-
liver garlands to the couple
standing on a lotus-shaped
stage. Guests watched in awe
as the drone hovered above, its
blinking LED's lighting up the

scene. With a deft flick of the
remote, he lowered the drone,
allowing the groom to take the
garland and place around the
bride's neck, earning cheers
and applause from the crowd.
The spectacle did not end
there -- he sent the drone soar-
ing again to retrieve another
garland before placing it on
the couple, creating a moment
that left guests reaching for
their phones. Sumit has an as-
sistant who helps transport the
drone to various functions on a
motorcycle to functions across
Ballia and nearby districts.
Drones have become a must-
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have at weddings in the region,
with pilots like him charging
anywhere between ¥8,000 and
340,000 per event, depending on

the complexity and duration of
the service. Awdhesh Singh, a
mobile phone shop owner, who
supplies drones and their parts
to photographers said that the
trend is rapidly gaining atten-
tion in rural areas.

During the off-season, Sum-
it and other drone pilots like
Pushkar Kumar take book-
ings for religious and political
events, though wedding season
remains the most lucrative,
with demands from nearby
districts and cities like Vara-
nasi. Pushkar, who also prefers
working in rural areas, said
that there are fewer permis-

sions and regulations to deal
with in villages, and the locals
are thrilled to see technology
in action.

He aspires to turn his passion
for drones into a full-time ca-
reer, hoping that government
schemes like the ‘Namo Drone
Didi’ initiative, which empow-
ers rural women with agri-
cultural drones, will expand
to include support for photog-
raphers and drone operators
like him.

Experts suggest that the
scheme was launched to capi-
talise on the rising popularity
of drones among the youth.




MORE THAN 22 LAKH
DEVOTEES AT SABARIMALA

Over 22 lakh Ayyappa devotees visited Sabarimala

in 29 days till December 14, an increase of 4.51 lakh
pilgrims from the corresponding period last year,
Travancore Devaswom Board president P S Prashanth
said Sunday. Addressing reporters at Sannidhanam, he M
said the total revenue at the temple had increased by ;
%22.76 crore from the same period last year
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national

Our rights and justice
should not be denied. The
positive aspect is that all
our MPs, except those
from the BJP, are unit-
ed in demanding what is
rightfully ours

PINARAYI VIJAYAN I KERALA CM

Government unveils

iuotel 2 8

Our gov-
‘ ernment

has been
unwavering in its
advocacy for their
inclusion. A land-
mark resolution
passed by the Sikkim Legislative
Assembly in January 2021, along
with sustained engagements with
national policymakers, including
the Hon'ble Prime Minister and
Home Minister, underscores our
dedicated commitment

PREM SINGH TAMANG I SIKKIM CM

I appeal to in-
‘ dustry, trade,

business and
corporates and
their associations
to take a policy de-
cision to pool their
CSR (corporate social responsibil-
ity) funds to bring about institu-
tions and nurture them because
investment in education is not only
for the present but also for the
future and assures our growth to
be transformed from incremental
to vertical

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR I VICE PRESIDENT

Now Omar [ET-E
‘ Abdullah, | f
Chief Minister |

of Jammu & Kash-
mir, throws the

Congress and Ra-
hul Gandhi under
the bus, on the EVM issue

AMIT MALVIYA I BJP IT DEPT HEAD

Gukesh Will Pay
%4.67 Crore As Tax
~ From His World
Championship
v | Winning Amount
i Of 11 Crore
@CitizenKamran

~

SHORT TAKES

¥ Lankan President
begins India visit

New Delhi: Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara
Disanayaka arrived in India
Sunday on a three-day visit

in his first foreign trip after
assuming the top office in
September. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will hold
wide-ranging talks with the

Sri Lankan leader Monday

that is expected to focus on
trade, investment, energy

and maritime security. The
Indian side is also likely to
convey to the Sri Lankan leader
New Delhi's expectations

from Colombo to fulfil the
aspirations of the Tamil
community in the island nation.

I MP Assembly’s Winter
Session from today

Bhopal: The Winter Session of
the Madhya Pradesh assembly
will begin on Monday, with

the opposition Congress
announcing that it would

hold protests to highlight
farmers' plight and crimes
against women in the state.
State Congress chief Jitu
Patwari said they will also
“gherao” the state assembly in
Bhopal at 11 am Monday. The
five-day session is scheduled
till December 20, said State
Assembly Principal Secretary
AP Singh Sunday. He said the
state assembly secretariat has
received the information about
1,766 questions, including 888
starred questions from

MLAs, 178 calling attention
motions and one adjournment
motion.

M Protest in Arunachal

Itanagar: Hundreds of people
Sunday demonstrated at the
entry gate of Parong village

in Arunachal Pradesh's Siang
district against the proposed
deployment of Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs) for
conducting a study to prepare
the pre-feasibility report (PFR)
for the 11,000-mw Siang Upper
Multipurpose Project.

Punjab DGP, MHA director
meet farmer Ieader Dallewal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Dec 15: The Pun-
jab Police chief along with a se-
nior officer in the Union Home
Ministry Sunday met farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallew-
al, who has been staging an
indefinite hunger strike since
last month, and enquired about
his health.

Punjab Director General
of Police Gaurav Yadav and
Director in the Ministry of
Home Affairs Mayank Mishra
met Dallewal at the Khanau-
ri border point and heard his
demands. Their visit came two
days after the Supreme Court
directed the Centre and Punjab
government representatives
to meet Dallewal immediate-
ly. The top court had further
directed that the farmer leader
be provided medical help and
persuaded him to break his
indefinite fast, saying his life
was precious.

The 70-year-old Dallewal, a
cancer patient, has been on a
fast-unto-death at the Khanau-
riborder point between Punjab
and Haryana since November
26 to press the Centre to accept
the agitating farmers' demands,
including a legal guarantee of
MSP on crops. Speaking to
reporters after meeting Dallew-
al, Yadav said, "We came here
to enquire about his health.
I have with me the Govern-
ment of India's representative
Mayank Mishra who was spe-
cially sent here."

Mishra said, "We have heard
whatever his (Dallewal) de-
mands are." To a question, he
said, "There was no proposal of
any kind. I came here to hear
him and also for implementa-
tion of the SC order." DGP Ya-

PUNJAB DIRECTOR GENERAL OF
POLICE GAURAV YADAV AND
DIRECTOR IN THE MINISTRY
OF HOME AFFAIRS MAYANK
MISHRA MET DALLEWAL AT THE
KHANAURI BORDER POINT AND
HEARD HIS DEMANDS

THEIR VISIT CAME TWO
DAYS AFTER THE SUPREME
COURT DIRECTED THE CENTRE
AND PUNJAB GOVERNMENT
REPRESENTATIVES TO MEET
DALLEWAL IMMEDIATELY

THE TOP COURT HAD FURTHER
DIRECTED THAT THE FARMER
LEADER BE PROVIDED MEDICAL
HELP AND PERSUADED HIM TO
BREAK HIS INDEFINITE FAST,
SAYING HIS LIFE WAS PRECIOUS

dav said, "We have told Dalle-
wal that his way of leading a
peaceful agitation has been
appreciated everywhere and
the government has also taken
cognisance of it."

"The chief minister has spe-
cially sent a message and our
efforts are that talks should be
held on their demands and this
issue is resolved," the DGP said.

The Punjab police chief
said, "The SC has said Dalle-

VHP EVENT REMARKS
Justice Shekhar to face SC Collegium

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: Justice
Shekhar Kumar Yadav, who
purportedly made controver-
sial statements at a VHP func-
tion, is likely to appear before
the Supreme Court Collegium
soon to explain his stand on the
controversy.

The top court December 10
took note of news reports over
the statements and sought a re-
port from the Allahabad High
Court on the entire issue. “The
Supreme Court has taken note
of newspaper reports of a speech
given by Mr Justice Shekhar
Kumar Yadav, a sitting judge of
the High Court of Judicature at
Allahabad. The details and par-
ticulars have been called from
the high court and the matter is
under consideration,” an official
statement had said. As per the
established practices, the judge,
against whom a report is sought
by the apex court Collegium on
any controversial issue from the
high court concerned, is given
an opportunity to put forth his
or her version before the top
court Collegium headed by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI).

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Samastipur (Bihar), Dec 15:
The father of Bengaluru techie
Atul Subhash, who died by sui-
cide recently, Sunday called for
strict punishment for those
who “harassed” his son, assert-
ing that his ashes will not be
immersed till justice is served.

Subhash, 34, was found hang-
ing in his house at Bengaluru's
Munnekolalu December 9. He
left behind lengthy videos and
notes, blaming his wife and in-
laws for driving him to suicide
through "false" cases and "per-
sistent torture".

“I thank the Karnataka Po-
lice for arresting them (Sub-
hash's estranged wife and in-
laws). All those who harassed
my son should be punished so
that he gets justice, and his soul
rests in peace. I will not im-

Apex court sources said the
Allahabad High Court judge is
likely to be asked to appear and
put forth his version

as per established practices.
At a Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP) function December 8,
Justice Yadav said the main
aim of the uniform civil code
was to promote social harmo-
ny, gender equality and secu-
larism. He was addressing a
provincial convention of the
legal cell and high court unit
of the VHP in Allahabad High
Court. A day later, videos of
the judge speaking on provoc-
ative issues, including the law
working according to the ma-
jority, were circulated widely
on social media, prompting
strong reactions from several
quarters, including Opposition
leaders who questioned his re-
ported statements, labelling it
as “hate speech”.

Lawyer and convenor of
Campaign for Judicial Account-
ability and Reforms, an NGO,
Prashant Bhushan Tuesday
wrote to CJI Sanjiv Khanna
seeking an “in-house enquiry”
into the conduct of the Alla-
habad HC judge.

merse the ashes of my son till
we get justice,” Pawan Kumar
told reporters here.

“My son was being harassed
and tortured for money, and hu-
miliated by his wife... I request
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and all concerned... please give
us justice,” he said. Subhash's
estranged wife Nikita Singha-
nia was arrested in Gurugram,
Haryana, while her mother
Nisha Singhania and broth-
er Anuragh Singhania were
picked up from Uttar Pradesh's
Prayagraj, police said Sunday.

Kumar also sought the cus-
tody of his four-year-old grand-
son. “My son was broken from
inside... Even after torture by
his wife and in-laws, he didn't
tell anyone about it. His sui-
cide note also mentioned that
his parents be given custody
of his child,” Kumar said. He

wal is a senior citizen, he has
some health issues and he is
a prominent farmer leader."
The SC has directed that emer-
gent requisite medical aid be
provided to Dallewal, he said,
adding that well-equipped am-
bulances have been stationed
here, Yadav said.

To another question, Yadav
said the Punjab government
has a clear stand on the issue.
It considers the agitating farm-
ers' demands genuine and also
supports those, the state police
chief said.

"We have tried that facilities
be provided to him. It is an ef-
fort of the Punjab government
that farmers' demands be facil-
itated," the DGP said, adding
that Dallewal's vitals were be-
ing constantly monitored.

Farmers under the banner
of Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(Non-Political) and Kisan Maz-
door Morcha are spearheading
the 'Delhi Chalo march' and
have been camping at Shambhu
and Khanauri border points
between Punjab and Haryana
since February 13 after their
march to Delhi was stopped by
security forces.

‘Jalvahak’ to hoost
inland waterways

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 15: Union
Minister of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal Sunday unveiled
amajor policy for cargo promo-
tion --'Jalvahak'.

Jalvahak is aimed at incen-
tivising the movement of long-
haul cargo via National Water-
ways 1 (river Ganga) as well as
for National Waterways 2 (riv-
er Brahmaputra) and National
Waterways 16 (river Barak).

“The government has made
a concerted effort to realise
the tremendous potential of
our rich network of inland wa-
terways. With its advantage
of being an economical, eco-
logically sound, and efficient
mode of transportation, we
want to boost cargo movement
via waterways, to decongest
the railways and roadways,”
Sonowal said.

“Jalvahak scheme incentiv-
ises long haul cargo on NW1,
NW2 &amp; and NW16, and
provides an opportunity for
the trade interests to explore
the movement of cargo via wa-
terways with positive economic
value proposition. Empowering
our vessel operators with this
incentive scheme and encour-
aging our business enterprises
with safe and timely delivery of
cargo in a cost-effective manner
adds meaningfully to Prime
Minister Narendra Modiji’s
vision of transformation via
transportation as India sails
towards becoming a Viksit
Bharat,” he added.

Administration writes
to ASI for carbon datlng

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sambhal (UP), Dec 15: The
Sambhal district administra-
tion has written to the Archae-
ological Survey of India (ASI)
for carbon dating of the Bhas-
ma Shankar temple, including
a well there, officials said on
Sunday, days after the reopen-
ing of the temple locked since
1978 following communal riots
in the town.
Worshippers have
started visiting the
temple and it is
being guarded
round the clock,
they said. "This

Kartik Mahadev. A
well has been found
here. This is Amrit
Koop. Security guards
have been permanently posted
here and CCTV cameras have
also been installed. Puja has al-
so started in the temple. There
is encroachment here, which is
being removed," District Mag-
istrate Rajender Pensiya said.
"We have written a letter to
ASI for carbon dating of the
temple and the well," he add-
ed. Carbon dating is a method
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THE
TEMPLE IS
SITUATED IN THE
KHAGGU SARAI AREA
WHICH IS JUST OVER A
()Y e \VINA eV Friday after author-
is the temple of \al= YA EHIPAY/EISHS
VIOLENCE HAD TAKEN
PLACE NOVEMBER

used to determine the age of ar-
chaeological artefacts from an-
cient sites. Superintendent of
Police Krishan Kumar said that
all roads leading to the temple
have been covered with CCTV
cameras and a control room is
also being set up there. "There
will be round-the-clock securi-
ty in the temple and permanent
police deployment is being en-
sured," the SP said.
Provincial Armed Con-
stabulary (PAC) person-
nel have been posted
at the site. The Bhas-
ma Shankar temple
was reopened on

ities said that they

stumbled upon the
covered structure
during an anti-en-
croachment drive. Re-
ferring to the reopening of the
temple, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday said it did not appear
overnight and represents "our
enduring heritage and the
truth of our history".

Mahant Acharya Vinod
Shukla, the temple priest, said
worshippers have begun visit-
ing and offering prayers.

L

Tourists visit a frozen waterfall at Drung area on a cold winter morning, in Baramulla district, Jammu and Kashmir
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TECHIE SUICIDE

Will not immerse ashes of my son till we get ustice: Atul’ father

said Subhash had also received
a maintenance order for his
son, amounting to 40,000 per
month.

"She (Subhash's estranged
wife) filed several false cases
against us and my son. Strict
action must be taken against

all those who mentally tortured
my son,” Kumar said.

Bikas Kumar, the brother
of Subhash, also spoke to me-
diapersons in Samastipur,
demanding that the “false cas-
es” registered against them be
withdrawn. “The others behind

this incident should also be ar-
rested. We will not get justice
till all false cases registered
against us are with-
drawn. We will not im-
merse the ashes of my
brother till we get
justice. Our fight

SUBHASH, 34,
WAS FOUND
HANGING IN HIS
HOUSE AT BENGALURU'S

mother-in-law and brother-in-
law have been apprehended
and are in judicial custody.
The investigation will
follow.
Addressing
reporters in Ban-
galore, Paramesh-

will continue,” he A N[INN246) VAL b|Z0ay -la:0:0h Wwara said, "He
asserted. (Subhash) had

“I am equally HE LEFT BEHIND LENGTHY left behind
concerned about \MAsAtSANRRNOAETEIRINEET  ahout a 40-page
my nephew (son of HIS WIFE ANDIN-LAWS FOR ™ S PORD It |
Subhash). His safe- NSRRI EIIEY  he has raised sev-

ty is a matter of se-
rious concern for us.
We have not seen him
in recent photographs. I
want to know his whereabouts
through the media. We want his
custody as early as possible,”
added Bikas Kumar.

Earlier in the day, Karnata-
ka Home Minister G Paramesh-
wara said Subhash's wife,

HROUGH "FALSE" CASE!
AND "PERSISTENT
TORTURE"

eral issues, most
importantly about
the misuse of provi-

sions in the law that
were meant for protection of
women.”

Noting that Subhash also
spoke about the "rights of men",
the home minister said this has
become a topic of discussion
across the country.




@ Orissa

MONDAY | DECEMBER 16, 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

Nnternational

GEIR PEDERSEN |
UN ENVOY TO SYRIA

We can hopefully
see a quick end to
the sanctions so that
we can see really

a rallying around
building of Syria

PAKISTANI FANS HONOUR RAJ

KAPOOR'’S 100TH BIRTH ANNIV

Pakistani cultural enthusiasts and
film lovers gathered at the iconic Ka-
poor House in Peshawar Saturday to
celebrate the 100th birth anniversary
of legendary Bollywood filmmaker

and actor Raj Kapoor

Hundreds feared dead in Mayotte cyclone
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The Ministry
‘ of Finance

is pleased
to announce the
expiration of its é
Consent Solicita- —— -
tion and Exchange
Offer related to its International
Sovereign Bonds (ISBs), with pre-
liminary results indicating a very
high participation from market
participants
ANURA KUMARA DISSANAYAKE| PRESIDENT,
SRI LANKA

Negotiations
with the in-
cumbent Tali-

ban government in
Afghanistan is the
only solution for | e
maintaining peace * b ML
and security in the region

ALI AMIN GANDAPUR I CM, KHYBER PAKH-
TUNKHWA

1 will carry
‘ with me all
the criticisms,

encouragement
and support direct-
ed toward me, and
1 will continue to
do my utmost for the country until
the very last moment

YOON SUK YEOL | PRESIDENT, SOUTH KOREA

SHORT TAKES

[ CAAN rejects national
park’s choppers ban

Kathmandu: The Civil
Aviation Authority of Nepal
(CAAN) has objected to

a notice issued by the
Sagarmatha National Park
authorities restricting
helicopters from flying

over the national park for
commercial purposes. “Our
serious attention has been
drawn to the notice issued by
the national park authorities
to impose total restriction

on commercial helicopters
from flying in the Khumbu
region, the gateway to the
Mount Everest, in the name
of checking sound pollution
and protection of environment
and wildlife in the region,”
the CAAN said in a statement.
“The park authorities have

no right to restrict flying of
helicopters over the national
park region as the rights

to takeoff and land aircraft
solely lies with the CAAN,”
the statement said. The CAAN
also directed all the helicopter
companies to continue their
operations as usual in the
national park area.

¥ Russian tanker
splits in storm

Moscow: A Russian oil tanker
carrying thousands of tonnes
of oil products split apart
during a heavy storm Sunday,
spilling oil into the Kerch
Strait, while another tanker
was also in distress after
sustaining damage, Russian
officials said. The vessels were
in the Kerch Strait between
mainland Russia and Crimea,
which Russia annexed from
Ukraine in 2014, when they
issued distress signals.
Russian investigators opened
two criminal cases to look into
possible safety violations after
at least one person was killed
when the 136-metre

Volgoneft 212 tanker, with 15
people on board, split in half
with its bow sinking.

¥ Brazilian Prez Lula

discharged from hosp

Sao Paulo: Brazilian President
Luiz In4cio Lula da Silva was
discharged from the hospital
Sunday after undergoing
surgery to stop a brain bleed.
The 79-year-old president’s
strode onto the stage of a
press conference Sunday
morning in a show that he was
doing well following the head
surgery. “I'm here alive, well,
with the urge to work. And I'll
tell you something I used to
say during the campaign. I'm
79 years old, | have the energy
of 30 and the enthusiasm of

20 to build this country,” Lula
said. Lula’s medical team said
the surgery went well and that
Lula would be able to walk
and hold meetings as he rests
in his home in the city of Sao

Paulo until Thursday. —

Pakistan PM Sharif
launches nationwide
anti-polio drive

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Dec 15: Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Sunday launched a nationwide
anti-polio drive to vaccinate
around 44 million children
across the country against the
crippling disease.

Pakistan and Afghanistan
are the only countries in the
region where polio is still ram-
pant.

Sharif inaugurated the last
campaign of the year by admin-
istering polio drops to children
under the age of five on the oc-
casion while reaffirming their
determination to eliminate the
disease from Pakistan.

In his address, the premier
expressed concern over the rise
in polio cases, with 63 new cas-
es reported this year. However,
he assured the nation that col-
laborative efforts by federal and
provincial governments would
overcome the challenge.

“I especially thank the govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia and Crown
Prince Mohammad Bin Salman
for his very valuable contribu-
tion towards eradicating polio,
not only in Pakistan but also in
Afghanistan,” Sharif said.

He expressed the commit-
ment to eradicate the poliovi-
rus from Pakistan with the help
of provincial governments and
international partners.

The Prime Minister urged
the parents to ensure vaccina-
tion of their children to protect
them from polio.

REUTERS

Paris, Dec 15: Several hun-
dred people, maybe even thou-
sands, may have been Kkilled by
Cyclone Chido in the French
archipelago of Mayotte in the
Indian Ocean, a senior local
French official said Sunday.

“I think there will certainly
be several hundreds, maybe
we will reach a thousand, even
several thousands,” prefect
Francois-Xavier Bieuville said
on local media channel Mayotte
La lere.

My thoughts are with
our compatriots in
Mayotte, who have gone

through the most horrific few
hours, and who have, for some,
lost everything, lost their lives

EMMANUEL MACRON | PRESIDENT, FRANCE

Asked about the death toll of
several hundred, the French
interior ministry said “it will
be difficult to account for all
victims” and said a figure could
not be determined at this stage.

Cyclone Chido swept through
Mayotte overnight, Me-
teo-France said, bringing winds
of more than 200 kph (124 mph)
and damaging makeshift hous-
ing, government buildings and
a hospital. It was the strongest
storm in more than 90 years to
hit the islands, the forecaster
said.

“My thoughts are with our
compatriots in Mayotte, who

'Constitution to be amended
with consensus of all'

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, Dec 15: Nepal’s
Minister for Home Affairs Ra-
mesh Lekhak Sunday said a
consensus of all political par-
ties will be ensured to amend
the Constitution, a media re-
port said.

Lekhak, speaking at a press
meet, stressed on the need for
the Constitution amendment
for strengthening the feder-
al democratic republic, The
Himalayan Times newspaper
reported.

“The preliminary dialogue
on this issue has commenced.
But the constitution amend-
ment will not be determined by
two political parties,” he said.

Lekhak said that the Nepali
Congress (NC) and the Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN UML),
the largest parties in Parlia-
ment, had decided to form
the incumbent coalition gov-
ernment to promote stability,
prevent corruption, strengthen
good governance and econom-
ic activities and accelerate the
pace of development.

The minister further said
that the existing political alli-
ance between the NC and CPN
(UML) has no issues and it will
continue until the next general
election.

Responding to a question
about the arrest of Opposition
leader Rabi Lamichhane, he
claimed that the government
is highly aware of the guaran-

Alleged

While Cameron and May
distanced themselves
from any knowledge of his
espionage links, the row
involving the
businessman, known only
as ‘Ho’ for legal reasons,
continues to dominate the
headlines after a tribunal
judge noted that he had
an ‘unusual’ degree of
trust from the senior royal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Dec 15: The scandal
surrounding an alleged Chi-
nese spy who managed to gain
access to Buckingham Palace

Chinese

this issue has commenced.

But the constitution amend-
ment will not be determined by
two political parties

RAMESH LEKHAK I MINISTER FOR HOME
AFFAIRS, NEPAL

' The preliminary dialogue on

tee of human rights for each
citizen.

He added that the govern-
ment has no feeling of “re
venge” against Lamichhane,
the chair of Rastriya Swatantra
Party, as the current investi-
gation against him is a legal
issue.

Meanwhile, Nepali Congress
spokesperson Prakash Sharan
Mahat advised the government
to seek and accept foreign
loans only on the need-basis
as it has been very challenging
for the country to repay loans
taken after Covid-19.

In July, KP Sharma Oli was
sworn in as Nepal’s Prime Min-
ister for the fourth time to lead
a new coalition government.

have gone through the most
horrific few hours, and who
have, for some, lost everything,
lost their lives,” French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron said.
Aerial footage shared by the
French gendarmerie showed
the wreckage of hundreds
of makeshift houses strewn
across the hills of one of Mayo-
tte’s islands, which have been
a focal point for illegal immi-
gration from nearby Comoros.
In the last few decades thou-
sands of people have attempt-
ed to make the crossing from
Comoros, off the coast of East
Africa, to Mayotte, which has
a higher standard of living and
access to the French welfare

hours,” a French interior min-

system. istry official said earlier.

Over 1,00,000 un- Located nearly 8,000 km
documented mi- (5,000 miles) from Paris
grants live in - and a four-day trip by
Mayotte, E“tlre sea, Mayotte is sig-
Wi communities were gttt
ol flattened when CYCIOI'IE France and has
interi H led ith
oo Chido made landfall, [ttt
try. cauSing Wil‘ld fan(é soc(iial unrest

It was or decades.
difficult to gUSts Of more than Some 77% of the
ascertain the 225km /h _ people in Mayotte
precise death live below the French
toll after the cyclone, poverty line.
which also raised concerns Tensions were stoked
about access to food, water and  earlier this year by a water
sanitation, authorities said. shortage.

“For the toll, it’s going to
be complicated, because May-
otte is a Muslim land where
the dead are buried within 24

The cyclone went on to hit
northern Mozambique Sun-
day, but the full extent of the
impact was not clear. Internet

monitor NetBlocks said on X
(formerly Twitter) that heavy
rain and winds had damaged
power and telecommunica-
tions infrastructure.

France colonised Mayo-
tte in 1843 and annexed the
whole archipelago, including

Panel: Hasina involved
in enforced disappearance

The commission’s interim report estimates over
3,500 cases, citing a ‘systematic design’ and the
involvement of the Rapid Action Battalion

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Dec 15: An inquiry
commission set up by the inter-
im government in Bangladesh
has said that it found evidence
implicating deposed prime
minister Sheikh Hasina and
top-ranking military and po-
lice officials from her regime
in alleged incidents of enforced
disappearance.

The five-member Commission
of Inquiry on Enforced Disap-
pearances submitted an inter-
im report titled “Unfolding The
Truth” to Chief Adviser Profes-
sor Muhammad Yunus Saturday.

The commission estimated
that there would be more than
3,500 enforced disappearances.

“The commission has found
evidence of former prime min-
ister Sheikh Hasina’s involve-
ment as the instructor in the
incidents of enforced disap-
pearance,” the press wing of
the office of Chief Adviser said
in a statement Saturday night.

It said the deposed premier’s
defence adviser Major General
(retd) Tarique Ahmed Siddique,
former director general of the
National Telecommunication
Monitoring Centre and sacked

as a “close confidant” of Prince
Andrew, the younger brother
of King Charles III, intensified
Sunday as it emerged that he
also met former prime minis-
ters David Cameron and The-
resa May.

While Cameron and May
distanced themselves from
any knowledge of his espionage
links, the row involving the
businessman, known only as
“H6” for legal reasons, contin-
ues to dominate the headlines

The five-member
Commiission of
Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances
submitted an
interim report titled
‘Unfolding The
Truth’ to Chief
Adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus

Major General Ziaul Ahsanand
senior police officers Monirul
Islam and Mohammad Harun-
Or-Rashid and several other
senior officials were found to

be involved in those incidents.

The ex-military and police
officers are on the run, most-
ly believed to be abroad since
the ouster of Hasina’s Awami
League regime August 5 follow-
ing a student-led uprising.

According to the statement,
retired Supreme Court judge
Mainul Islam Chowdhury, the
chairman of the commission,
told Yunus that during inves-
tigations they found a “system-
atic design” that allowed inci-
dents of enforced disappearanc-
es to go undetected.

“Individuals carrying out
enforced disappearance or
extrajudicial killing (even)
lacked knowledge about vic-
tims,” he said.

The report said the police’s
elite anti-crime Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB), which draws
men from the Army, Navy, Air
Force, regular police and other
law enforcement agencies had
collaborated with each other to
pick up, torture and keep vic-
tims in detention and deliber-
ately segmented the operations.

Rights activist and commis-
sion member Sajjad Hossain
said they recorded 1,676 com-
plaints of enforced disappear-
ances and, so far, have examined
758 of them. Of these, 200 people
or 27 per cent of the victims nev-
er returned while those who re-
turned were mostly shown on
records as arrested.

The Chinese Embassy in the UK has denied the
espionage allegations, saying ‘some individuals
in the UK are always eager to fabricate
baseless ‘spy’ stories targeting China’

after a tribunal judge noted that
he had an “unusual” degree of
trust from the senior royal.

Earlier, Andrew, the Duke of
York, said in a statement that
he had “ceased all contact” with
the alleged spy.

“David Cameron was lead-
er of the Conservative Party
for over a decade and PM for
six years. He met thousands of
people during that time at hun-
dreds of functions and events.
We don’t have any further in-
formation about this individu-
al,” a source close to Cameron,
now Lord Cameron, was quoted

as saying by ‘Sky News’.
Meanwhile, a spokesperson
for Theresa May said “as such, she
doesn’t remember when or where
this particular photograph was
taken or the man in question”.
The revelations come after
it emerged earlier this week
that H6 had been barred from
entering the UK due to nation-
al security risks. A Special Im-
migration Appeals Commis-
sion (SIAC) went on to hear in
July that the man was invited
to Prince Andrew’s birthday
party in 2020 and was told by a
royal aide that he could act on

Comoros, in 1904.

In a 1974 referendum, 95%
backed separation but 63% on
Mayotte voted to stay French.
Grande Comore, Anjouan and
Moheli declared independence
in 1975. Mayotte is still ruled
from Paris.

Israel plans to
touble population
on occupied land

REUTERS

Jerusalem, Dec 15: Israel
agreed Sunday to double its
population on the occupied Go-
lan Heights while saying threats
from Syria remained despite the
moderate tone of rebel leaders
who ousted President Bashar
al-Assad a week ago.

“Strengthening the Golan is
strengthening the State of Isra-
el, and it is especially important
at this time. We will continue to
hold onto it, cause it to blossom,
and settle in it,” Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said.

Israel captured most of the
strategic plateau from Syr-
ia in the 1967 Six-Day War,
annexing it in 1981. In 2019
then-President Donald Trump
declared US support for Israeli
sovereignty over the Golan, but
the annexation has not been
recognised by most countries.
Syria demands Israel withdraw
but Israel refuses, citing secu-
rity concerns.

“The immediate risks to the
country have not disappeared
and the latest developments in
Syria increase the strength of
the threat - despite the moder-
ate image that the rebel lead-
ers claim to present,” Defence
Minister Israel Katz said.

Netanyahu’s office said the
government  unanimously
approved a more than 40-mil-
lion-shekel ($11 million) plan
to encourage demographic
growth in the Golan.

Spy got close to senior British royal

the Duke’s behalf when deal-
ing with potential investors
in China.

According to SIAC case de-
tails, H6 was first excluded
from entering the country in
2023 over national security
fears by Suella Braverman,
who was then home secretary.
In July last year, the Home Of-
fice said H6 was considered to
have engaged in “covert and
deceptive activity” on behalf of
the Chinese Communist Party.
H6 denied the allegations and
appealed that decision in the
SIAC, which ruled against him
Thursday.

In a statement, Prince An-
drew’s office said the Duke had
met the man “through official
channels” and there was “noth-
ing of a sensitive nature ever
discussed”.
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The Indian
‘ stock mar-

ket’s future
trajectory will
be influenced
by a blend of
global and

domestic factors

PRAVESH GOUR I SENIOR TECHNICAL ANALYST,
SWASTIKA INVESTMART

Around

34 vehicle

manufac-
turers would be
participating at
the exhibition
and showcasing
technologies with respect to
multiple powertrains
RAJESH MENON | DIRECTOR GENERAL, SIAM

Climate
‘ change and

agriculture
have become
very dynamic.
The solutions
useful four
years back might not be use-
ful in the next four years....
Our approach goes beyond
selling crop protection
solutions

ASHISH DOBHAL I CEO, UPL-SUSTAINABLE
AGRISOLUTIONS

SHORT TAKES

™ Mcap of 5 of top
companies rises

New Delhi: Five of the 10 most
valued firms added %1,13,117.17
crore to their total market
valuation last week with Bharti
Airtel stealing the show. While
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), HDFC Bank, Bharti
Airtel, ICICI Bank and Infosys
were the gainers, Reliance
Industries, State Bank of India,
Life Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC), ITC and Hindustan
Unilever took a hit in their
valuations. Last week, the

BSE benchmark gained 623.07
points or 0.76 per cent and

the Nifty advanced 90.5 points
or 0.36 per cent. Reliance
Industries remained the most
valued firm followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel, ICICI
Bank, Infosys, State Bank of
India, LIC, ITC and Hindustan
Unilever.

M Coal imports up
4% in April-Oct

New Delhi: The country’s coal
import rose by 4.2 per cent to
162.45 million tonne (MT) in
the April-October period of the
current financial year compared
to 155.87 MT in the year-ago
period. Coal imports in October
dropped by 14.4 per cent to
21.84 MT compared to 25.54 MT
in the corresponding month of
the previous fiscal, according
to data compiled by mjunction
services, a B2B e-commerce
platform. Of the total imports
in October, non-coking coal
imports stood at 13.49 MT
against 18.82 MT imported

in October last fiscal. Coking
coal imports stood at 4.45 MT,
against 4.31 MT imported in
October last financial year.

DISCOUNTS

SHRINK

India became the second
biggest buyer of Russian
crude oil since Moscow
invaded Ukraine in
February 2022, with
purchases rising from less
than one per cent of the
total oil imported to
almost 40% of the
country’s total oil
purchases

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: India’s
import of Russian crude oil
dropped in November to its
lowest level since June 2022
but the Kremlin continues to
be the biggest source of oil for
India, according to a monthly
tracker report of a European
think tank.

India became the second
biggest buyer of Russian
crude oil since Moscow invad-
ed Ukraine in February 2022,
with purchases rising from less
than one per cent of the total
oil imported to almost 40 per
cent of the country’s total oil
purchases.

The rise was primarily be-
cause the Russian crude oil
was available at a discount to
other internationally traded oil
due to the price cap and the Eu-
ropean nations shunning pur-

lence

chases from Moscow.

“India’s imports of Russian
crude oil dropped by a massive
55 per cent in November - the
lowest figure since June 2022,”
the Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air (CREA)
said its latest report.

Russia remained India’s top
oil supplier, followed by Iraq
and Saudi Arabia.

“China has bought 47 per
cent of Russia’s crude exports,
followed by India (37 per cent),
the EU (6 per cent), and Turkey
(6 per cent),” CREA said with-
out giving absolute numbers.

In November, there was a
17 per cent month-on-month
increase in the discount on
Russia’s Urals grade crude oil
to an average of $6.01 per bar-
rel compared to Brent crude

FPIs’ stellar return

Foreign investors infuse
322,766 cr in first two weeks
of December in equities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: Foreign
investors have made a strong
comeback to Indian equities
with a net investment of 322,766
crore in the first two weeks of
December driven by expecta-
tions of rate cut by the US Fed-
eral Reserve.

This revival follows signifi-
cant outflows in the preceding
months, with Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) pulling out a
net ¥21,612 crore in November
and a massive 394,017 crore in
October -- the worst monthly
outflow on record.

Interestingly, September had
marked a nine-month high for
FPI inflows, with a net invest-
ment of 57,724 crore, highlight-
ing the volatility in foreign in-
vestment trends.

Looking ahead, the flow
of foreign investments into

A shift toward

monetary easing

has improved global
liquidity, drawing capital
into emerging markets like
India. These inflows reflect
sustained interest in India
as a growth market

KARTHICK JONAGADLA I SMALLCASE MAN-
AGER AND FOUNDER, QUANTACE RESEARCH

With the latest inflow,
FPI investment has
reached at 37,747
crore in 2024 so far

Indian equity markets will
hinge on several key factors.
These include the policies
implemented under Donald
Trump’s presidency, the pre-
vailing inflation and interest
rate environment, and the
evolving geopolitical land-
scape, Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director, Manager
Research, Morningstar Invest-
ment Research India, said.

According to the data with
the depositories, FPIs have
made a net investment of
322,766 crore in this month (till
December 13). This was driven
by expectations of a US Federal
Reserve rate cut.

On the other hand, FPIs in-
vested 34,814 crore in the debt
general limit and pulled out 3666
crore from the debt Voluntary
Retention Route (VRR) during
the period under review. So far
this year, FPIs have invested 1.1
lakh crore in the debt market.

1

FRANK TORRES | PRESIDENT
(OPERATIONS), NISSAN INDIA

INDIA SEEKS STRONG WTO SUBSIDY
RULES FOR HIGH SEAS FISHING

Nissan is betting big
on India...and the
plans (for India) re-
main intact despite
this global turbu-

in some European nations

@ Russia crude oil imports dip by
55% in Nov - lowest since June
2022

@ Russia remained India’s top oil
supplier, followed by Iraq and
Saudi

@ Besides crude oil, India bought
smaller quantities of coal from
Russia

oil. The discount on the ESPO
grade narrowed by a massive
15 per cent and was traded at
an average discount of $3.88
per barrel while that on the
Sokol blend narrowed by 2
per cent to $6.65 per barrel,
it said.

Russia predominantly sells
ESPO and Sokol grades of
crude oil to India.

LESS COAL IMPORTS

Besides crude oil, India
bought smaller quantities of
coal from Russia.

“From December 5, 2022 un-
til the end of November 2024,
China purchased 46 per cent
of all Russia's coal exports -
India (17 per cent), Turkey (11
per cent), South Korea (10 per
cent), and Taiwan (5 per cent)
round off the top five buyers
list,” according to CREA.

All fossil fuels taken togeth-
er, “India dropped to third in
the list of largest buyers of Rus-
sian fossil fuels in November,
contributing 17 per cent (EUR
2.1 billion) to Russia’s month-
ly export earnings from its
top five importers. There was
a significant 22 per cent drop in
Russian revenues from crude
oil exports to India in Novem-
ber,” it said.

While there was an 11 per
cent month-on-month decline
in the total volume of India’s
imports of crude oil in Novem-
ber, Russian volumes suffered
the most, dropping by a mas-
sive 55 per cent.

India imports more than 85
per cent of its crude oil, which
is refined into fuels like petrol
and diesel refineries.

SANCTIONS EFFECT
In an attempt to restrict

funds for Russia’s war ma-
chine, The Group of Seven

India has pitched at the WTO for stricter regulations on
subsidies granted by countries that are engaged in high -
seas fishing activities, an official said. Highlighting the
stark disparity, an Indian document submitted at the
World Trade Organization (WTO) has noted that it
provides a modest $35 per fisher annually, compared
to subsidies as high as $76,000 per fisher per year

India’s Russian oil binge drops

(G7)rich nations, the European
Union and Australia put an em-
bargo on Russian crude and in-
troduced a $60 per barrel price
cap in December 2022. Over the
next 12 months, the price cap
and embargo had a significant
impact on revenues, and forced
Russia to find new markets and
ways to transport its oil.

Russia did this by offering
deep discounts on its Urals
grade crude.“It has been two
years since the imposition of
the price cap. CREA estimates
that in this period, the sanctions
have forced Russia to drop the
price of Urals by an estimated
15 per cent. Since the sanctions,
Russia has lost an estimated
EUR 14.6 billion in revenues
from Urals grade crude ex-
ports,” the report said. In the
second year of the sanctions,
CREA estimates that sanctions
impacted Russian Urals crude
revenues by 10 per cent result-
ing in losses of EUR 4 billion.

This impact was felt heavily
for the first half of 2024 when
Russian revenues were hit by
EUR 2.5 billion.

“The price cap has had an
impact but has failed to live
up to its potential. A lack of en-
forcement and desire to lower
the price cap has meant Russia
has found a way to circumvent
the cap and find new markets
as time has gone by, especially
in the second year of the sanc-
tions,” it said.

India Inc raises record
- X1.21L-cr via QIPs in Nov

This represents a more
than two-fold increase
compared to the ¥52,350cr
mobilised in the previous
calendar year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: Fund-
raising through qualified in-
stitutional placements (QIPs)
reached an all-time high in
2024, surpassing the 1 lakh
crore-mark for the first time ev-
er in a calendar year, fuelled by
strong stock market conditions
and higher valuations.

Indian companies have raised
%1,21,321 crore through QIPs till
November, according to data
compiled by Prime Database.

The sharp increase showed
market resilience has been a
key factor driving this growth
as companies will continue to
garner capital through Quali-
fied Institutional Placements
(QIPs), analysts said.

According to the data, 82
companies have tapped capital
markets with QIP issues till
November this year, compared
with just 35 that raised 38,220
crore during the same period
last year.

QIP is one of the quickest prod-
ucts to raise funds from institu-
tional investors. It is designed
for listed firms and investment
trusts, which allow them to mo-

82 companies tapped
capital markets
with QIP issues

JM Financial top lead manager for

QIP transactions

bilise funds quickly from institu-
tional investors without the need
to submit any pre-issue filings to
market regulators.

Major contributors to the re-
cord-breaking year such as di-
versified conglomerate Vedanta
group and food delivery major
Zomato raised as much as 38,500
crore each via QIPs.

They were followed by Adani
Energy Solutions and Varun
Beverages, which raised 8,373
crore and 7,500 crore, respec-
tively.

Other significant QIP trans-
actions during CY24 include
Samvardhana Motherson In-
ternational at 6,438 crore and
Godrej Properties at 36,000 crore
and KEI Industries at 2,000
crore.

In addition, state-owned lend-
er Punjab National Bank, JSW
Energy, Prestige Estates Proj-
ects, were also among compa-

Mexico, Canada, ASEAN benefited more than India

India ranked sixth, with a $36.8bn increase
in exports, driven by growth in electronics,
pharmaceuticals, and engineering goods

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: Mexico,
Canada, and 10-nation Southeast
Asian bloc ASEAN benefited
more from the US-China trade
war than India, economic think
tank GTRI said in a report.

It said that India has to
strengthen its local supply
chains and produce critical in-
termediates to reduce reliance
on China, while improving cost
efficiency and ease of doing
business to enhance competi-
tiveness of domestic industries
and increase exports to the US.

With Donald Trump again
becoming the US President, the
evolving trade landscape offers

huge opportunities for the Indi-
an industry as he is now plan-
ning new tariffs targeting Mex-
ico, Canada, China, and others.

The US-China trade war,
initiated in 2018 under Pres-
ident Trump with tariffs tar-
geting key sectors, has signifi-
cantly reshaped global trade
flows but failed to achieve its
primary goals.

“Key beneficiaries of the
trade war included Mexico,
Canada, and ASEAN nations,
which collectively accounted
for 57 per cent of the growth in
US imports. India also emerged
as a significant gainer, with ex-
ports to the US rising by $36.8
billion, driven by sectors like

US-CHINA TRADE WAR

electronlcs pharmaceutlcals
and engineering goods,” GTRI
Founder Ajay Srivastava said.

Mexico emerged as the big-
gest winner, with an increase
in exports by $164.3 billion to
the US between 2017 and 2023.
It was followed by Canada ($124
billion), Vietnam ($70.5 billion),
South Korea ($46.3 billion) and

Germany ($43 billion).

The report said that India
ranked sixth, with a $36.8 billion
increase in exports, driven by
growth in electronics, pharma-
ceuticals, and engineering goods.

Key contributors to India’s
export growth included smart-
phones and telecom equipment,
which saw a $6.2 billion in-

crease, accounting for 17.2 per
cent of the total rise.

Medicines contributed $4.5
billion (12.4 per cent), petroleum
oils added $2.5 billion (6.8 per
cent), and solar cells accounted
for $1.9 billion (5.3 per cent).

The US, India’s largest trad-
ing partner with over $190 bil-
lion in bilateral trade, plays a
pivotal role in India’s econom-
ic landscape and to navigate a
potential Trump-led trade era,
India can lower import tariffs
by modest adjustments and
could bring average tariffs
down to around 10% without
significantly affecting revenue,
GTRI noted.

The think tank suggested the
US to limit the use of Chinese in-
puts in all products exported to
the US by recasting non-prefer-
ential rules of origin and this will
be a more effective mechanism
than imposing higher tariffs.

Major contributors
were Vedanta
group, Zomato

nies that raised capital through
the QIP route to bolster their
financial reserves.

As per Prime Database, fi-
nancial services company JM
Financial emerged as the top
lead manager for the QIP trans-
actions, as it handled 16 issues.

“In 2024, promoters have tak-
en advantage of strong market
conditions, leveraging higher
valuations and upward trends
in the secondary market to
raise funds. Our performance
reflects our superior distribu-
tion capabilities and our ability
to handle complex transactions
and achieve results for our cli-
ents,” JM Financial Ltd Manag-
ing Director Chirag Negandhi
told PTI.

This year’s resurgence high-
lighted the growing influence
of domestic investors and re-
tail participation in capital
markets.

PSBs CLOCK RECORD
NET PROFIT IN FY24

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 15: Public
Sector Banks (PSBs) in India
registered their highest-ever
aggregate net profit of 1.41
lakh crore in the financial year
2023-24, the Ministry of Finance
said Sunday.

The gross non-performing
assets (GNPA) ratio steeply
declined, dropping to 3.12 per
cent in September 2024. Demon-
strating continued momentum,
they registered a net profit of
%85,5206,000 crore in the first
half of 2024-25.

In addition to their stel-
lar performance, PSBs have
contributed significantly to
shareholder returns, paying a
total dividend of 61,964 crore
over the past three years. This
remarkable financial growth
underscores the sector’s oper-
ational efficiency, improved
asset quality, and stronger
capital base.

Beyond their financial
achievements, these banks
have played a key role in pro-
moting financial inclusion.

They have implemented
crucial government schemes
like the Atal Pension Yojana
and Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana, to name
a few.

A turning point came in 2015
when the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) initiated the Asset
Quality Review (AQR). This
exercise aimed to identify and
address hidden stress in banks
by mandating the transparent
recognition of NPAs.

It also reclassified previous-
ly restructured loans as NPAs,
resulting in a sharp increase in
reported NPAs. The heightened
provisioning requirements
during this period impacted
the financial parameters of
banks, restricting their ability
to lend and support productive
sectors of the economy, said
the ministry.

Another indicator of the im-
proved resilience of PSBs is
their Capital to Risk (Weight-
ed) Assets Ratio (CRAR), which
rose by 3,983 basis points to
15.43 per cent in September
2024, up from 11.45 per cent in
March 2015.

Notably, this CRAR far ex-
ceeds the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) minimum re-
quirement of 11.5 per cent, un-
derscoring the strengthened
financial health of these insti-
tutions.

Public Sector Banks in India
have made remarkable strides
in recent years, achieving un-
precedented financial mile-
stones and contributing signifi-
cantly to the nation’s economic
stability and growth.

[IHL hopes to take over RCAP soon
ReLI/\NCe

Hinduja Group plans to
triple financial services
business to $50bn in 5 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 15: Hinduja
Group company ITHL is expect-
ing to complete the acquisition
of debt-ridden Reliance Capital
(RCAP) by next month and aims
to ramp up banking, financial
services, and insurance (BFSI)
business more than three-fold to
$50 billion in the next five years.

“Most of the approvals and
procedures related to the res-
olution process of Reliance
Capital are complete. Couple of
the procedures at the end of the
administrator and CoC are to
be completed. We hope that all
these will be over in the next 4-6
weeks and RCAP should come
into the fold of Hinduja Group
by the end of January,” ITHL
Chairman Ashok P Hinduja

CAPITAL

said. With the acquisition of
RCAP, he said IndusInd Inter-
national Holdings Ltd (ITHL) is
targeting a valuation of $50 bil-
lion by 2030 as against the cur-
rent valuation of $15 billion (as
on September 30, 2024).

Mauritius-based ITHL
emerged as the successful suitor
with a bid 0f ¥9,650 crore for the
resolution of RCAP. Later, the
company paid 3200 crore to bol-
ster RCAP solvency, which was
over and above the bid amount.

The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), Mumbai, Feb-
ruary 27, 2024, approved ITHL’s
resolution plan and subsequent-
ly extended the deadline for
completion of the transaction
to January 31, 2025.
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Australia in pole position

Stellar hundreds from Head, Smith put Oz in
| commanding situation as the hosts closed the
’,/highly satisfying 405 for seven
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side Joe Root followed

against India along- g

by Sir Vivian Richards

il / and Sir Garfield Sobers | )
(8 each). -

| many runs were conceded
| with Ravindra Jadeja (0/76

: ;’ in 16 overs) and Nitish Red-

' dy (1/65 in 13 overs) opening

" the bowling as Rohit Sharma

The hands
were mov-
ing well,
which has
always been
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India need to get better
with old ball: Morkel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Brisbane, Dec 15: Bowling
coach Morne Morkel Sunday
accepted that Indian bowlers
failed to execute plans against
Australian century-maker Tra-
vis Head and exhorted them to
tidy up their act with the old
ball between overs 50 and 80.
Head and fellow centurion
Steve Smith helped the hosts to
clobber 171 runs in 31 overs in
the third session on the second
day of the third Test here, add-
ing to a wicketless post-lunch

= Head, since his century | chose to preserve his front- . - integral segment.
in WTC final at the Oval ~ line pacers for the new ..+ tohis game. “First of all, we can say he’s
o 1 / in 2023 has been India’s ,_Q? ) ball. % There ) (Head) in pretty good form. But  yogxg morkee | Npia’s Bowwin coach

\(OTA stands at nemesis with another ,_,5?“ \ Smith’s hundred t00 [ s | was a ma- / P jor I think for us with the ball, if you
> 10 L7 classic ton in ODI World 5 ,’%‘ was of high quality. He | . , scare in ,f , the look atitfrom overs50t0 80, even S ———————

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA : {  Leaving Cup final and two more = % preferred to grind ~—=— Indi- an in the last game, is where we fall
Bumrah’s in the current series. No it out in the first “ J camp short, leaking (runs) a little bit. “First up with the ball this
! brilliance player in last one year has (=, — ‘ / j | as Sir- So, that’s one area I think we  morning, we were pretty good,
Brisbane, Dec 15: Tra- aside, In- scored more runs against .54\ 7 - I L/ : aj walked need to get better at,” Morkelsaid  at 3 for 70, but took nothing
vis Head put an insipid dia’s on- Indiaacross formats. \\- ) }“_‘(’:’ | off the field in the post-day press conference.  away from two world-class
Indian bowling attack to field tactics The a " after feeling Morkel said the Indian  players, Smith we know, he’s a
sword for his second suc- . - left a lot to  Poor tactical calls last three [ discomfort in  bowlers could not sustain the  guy who also can bat long and

cessive hundred while , —
veteran Steve Smith

wore the opposition

down with a statement
century to put Australia

in a favourable position (

on day two of the third Test mns!

here Sunday. \
Australiareached a com- \
manding 405 for 7 at stumps |
courtesy, a 241-run stand be-
tween Head (152 off 160) and
Smith (101 off 190) for the
fourth wicket after the visitors |
put them in a spot of bother at
75 for three in the morning. i
The Indian bowlers, who im-
pressed in the first session, lost
their way to allow Head and Co
to dominate the proceedings.
Jasprit Bumrah (5/72), who
came up with welcome wick-
ets both in the morning and
towards the end of play, was
once again the stand out
bowler for the visitors. It

was his second five-wick- &
et haul of the seri(i*h
and the overall

tally

\be desired
as Head
played
yet anoth-
er game
changing
’ knock.
While
reaching
their per-
sonal mile-
stones,
Smith
now is
the inter-
national
. batter
with joint
most  Test

hundreds (10)

The field placements in ear-
ly part of Head’s innings were
questionable with India having
a deep point and deep square
leg, allowing the explosive bat-
ter to pace his innings with sin-
gles and doubles earned through
cuts and whips off legs.

The short balls were finally
attempted when Head was well
set and he duly put them away
with disdain but Rohit Sharma
not playing a third man for his
ramp shot looked a bit odd. It
was more of reactive captaincy
from Rohit rather than being
pro-active.

His special effort included 18
boundaries. Even after tea, too

years have
probably been the
hardest that I've

experienced in my
career
STEVE SMITH

half of his innings be-
fore gaining the con-
fidence to go for his |
strokes. He changed
his stance for the third
time in as many Tests
by reverting to his
exaggerated shuffle
across the stumps
and that ended up
paying rich dividends.

b

wicket-taking balls

Jasprit comes on, | was a
bit lucky with a few good
spells. He goes for the base
of the stumps early. | think
it’s about reacting. He
~ has a good bouncer.

e’s got brilliant

TRAVIS HEAD

Head’s hundred came after a
match-winning 140 in Adelaide
while it was a classical Test
match knock for Smith, who
reached three figures for

the first time in 25 innings,
silencing his detractors

~h

L..;\ r
4

his left leg in
the middle of
‘ his over. He was
{ seen  holding
his left knee but
returned to the
= | fieldmuch to In-
. dia’s relief.

The injury
scare came af-
ter Siraj and

_ Labuschagne
shared a light
moment as the
\ Indian pacer

walked towards

the batter to
swap the
bails only
for them to
" be swapped
back.

Rain is pre-
dicted for the
next three days
and is likely

N

y
B

/ ] /|

’ to impact the

@“*‘\

outcome of the
‘ game controlled
by Australia at the
moment.

ODISHA

MASTERS

Rithvik bags maiden Super
100 title; TanV| runner-up

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, Dec 15: India’s Rith-
vik Sanjeevi Satish Kumar
capped off an impressive week
by claiming his maiden BWF
Super 100 title after defeating
compatriot Tharun Mannepalli
in the men’s singles final at the
Odisha Masters here Sunday.

The 21-year-old, who won the
Telangana International Chal-
lenge last month and finished
as runner-up at the Sri Lanka
International Challenge in Feb-
ruary, triumphed 21-18, 21-16
over Tharun, a runner-up at the
Senior National Championship.

“My experience here has
been very good. In Odisha, bad-
minton is growing and to see
people filling the stadium was
fantastic,” said Rithvik, who
trains at Hatsun Badminton
center in Tamil Nadu.

“I gave my best, every match
was very competitive and all
the players were almost equal.
Only thing differs each player
is the mindset. This is my first
super 100 title and I am very
happy to celebrate this.”

Rithvik had also won a gold
medal at the Sub-Junior Na-
tional Championship in Bhu-
baneswar in 2019. He also won
a silver medal in the Bangla-
desh International Challenge
in 2021.

In the women’s singles final,

ST npet

15-year-old Tanvi Sharma, who
claimed the Bonn Internation-
al title earlier this year, was
defeated 14-21, 16-21 by Chinese
qualifier Cai Yan Yan in just 35
minutes. The 43-minute sum-
mit clash between Rithvik
and Tharun lived up to expec-
tations as the duo fought tooth
and nail for supremacy.

While Rithvik, ranked 78th
in the world, established an
early 9-3 lead, Tharun fought
back, narrowing the gap to
9-10, and kept himself within
striking distance.

However, Rithvik managed
to stay ahead until 19-18 before
grabbing the two necessary
points to claim the opening
game.

After the break, Rithvik
took control, quickly moving
to a 7-2 lead. Tharun attempt-
ed to close the gap, but Rithvik
didn’t give his opponent much
chance to make a comeback.

# SUNRISE v

India retain Women’s

Nidhi stands tall as eves
triumph over three-time
champs China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Muscat, Dec 15: India’s goal-
keeper Nidhi stole the limelight
in the penalty shootout, mak-
ing three sensational saves to
help India overcome three-time
champions China 3-2 (1-1) and
clinch their second consecu-
tive Women’s Junior Asia Cup
hockey title here Sunday.

Nidhi’s heroics capped off a
stellar performance, having al-
ready stood tall during regula-
tion time by thwarting multi-
ple attempts from the Chinese
forwards as the four quarters
ended in a nerve-wracking 1-1
stalemate.

While skipper Jinzhuang
Tan scored for China in the
30th minute, Siwach Kanika’s
strike early in the second half
(41st minute) brought India
back into the game in an in-
tense battle for supremacy.

Sakshi Rana gave India a
perfect start in the shootout
by converting the first attempt,
while Nidhi denied China’s

", @l.1

opener. China fought back as
Hao Guoting equalised, and
after misses from Mumtaz
Khan and Kanika Siwach, it
was Ishika’s top-corner strike
that kept India level at 2-2.
Nidhi’s heroics in the final
two attempts, blocking shots
from Li Jingyi and Zuo Dan-
dan, set the stage for Suneli-
ta Toppo, who sealed the win
with a composed finish to seal
a memorable victory for India.
The game began with China
taking early control, pressing
hard against the Indian de-
fense in the opening minutes.
Nidhi made back-to-back
saves in the second quarter to
keep the scores level after 25
minutes. Despite India’s dom-

MEN'S & WOMEN'S
JUNIOR ASIA '\

Hockey India
announced a reward
of 32 lakh for every
player and %1 lakh for
each support staff
member for winning
the championship

inance in possession, their in-
ability to capitalise on penalty
corners -- missing two golden
chances in the first quarter --
proved costly.

China struck first in dra-
matic fashion right before
half-time. A penalty stroke was

momentum after taking three
wickets in the morning session.

e e EEWTTY K

awarded to the Chinese side,
and they converted clinically
to give them a significant edge
going into the break.

India began the second-half
with renewed vigour and
a sense of urgency as they
dominated proceedings in the
third quarter and were finally
rewarded in the 41st minute.

A penalty corner opportuni-
ty saw the ball rebound to an
Indian attacker, who slotted it
home to level the score at 1-1.

The goal reignited India’s
hopes and set the stage for a
dramatic final quarter.

It was a tense affair, with
both India and China pushing
for the winner but failing to
score the decisive goal.

score runs. They (Smith and
Head) put a partnership there
and put us under pressure with
a softer ball. It’s definitely an
area that we need to focus on,
maybe deeper in the innings,”
he added.

The former South African
quick explained the pre-set plan
against Head, though it eventu-
ally fell flat on its back.

“Our plan going into this
game was to bowl a little bit
more over the wicket, a straight-
er line. We felt he played it
quite nicely in Adelaide when
we came around (the wicket).
The margins to him are just so
small and like I said, once he’s
in, what is the best way for the
team and for you (is) to maybe
slow down the scoring rate be-
cause you know he’s going to
be aggressive. The best way (of
controlling Head) is bringing
a little bit of control into the
game and like I said, from over
50 with that softer ball, that’s
where we’re leaking (runs).
When Head comes on straight,
the pitch kind of feels to (be fa-
vourable) a side,” he added.

India Women win
T201 against Wi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Navi Mumbai, Dec 15: India
Women extended their unbeat-
en run against the West Indies
to nine consecutive T20I victo-
ries with a dominating 49-run
win in the series opener here
Sunday.

After Jemimah Rodrigues
(73) and Smriti Mandhana (54)
powered India to their high-
est-ever total of 195 for four
against the Caribbean side
and their third highest overall
in the format, the West Indies
responded with 146 for seven.

At the top, young Qiana Jo-
seph dazzled with a 33-ball 49,
while veteran Deandra Dottin
(52) recorded her first fifty since
making a comeback to T20Is
earlier this year, but their ef-
forts were not enough.

West Indies’ hopes were dealt
a body blow in the second over
when substitute fielder Minnu
Mani produced a superb athlet-
ic catch to see the back of West
Indies’ skipper Hayley Mat-
thews (1) off Titas Sadhu (3/37).

Joseph cracked five fours and
three sixes to keep the score-
board ticking but West Indies
could not produce big partner-
ships in the middle.

24 nations to partzczpate in maugural Kho Kho WC

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 15: Australia,
USA, New Zealand, Germany,
England, Poland and the Neth-
erlands are among 24 countries
that have confirmed their par-
ticipation in the inaugural Kho
Kho World Cup, to be held at
the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadi-
um and Noida Indoor Stadium
from January 13-19, 2025.

A total of 24 countries from
all six continents will have
41 international teams in the
week-long mega event, said
Sudhanshu Mittal, president
of Kho Kho Federation of In-
dia, who is also chairman of
the World Cup organising com-
mittee.

As many as 21 men and 20
women teams from Europe,
Oceania, Asia, Africa, North
America and the South Amer-
ican continents will compete

for the world title, which will
be held on a league-cum-knock-
out basis, he added.

He said that 615 players
and 125 support staff will
take part in the global event.
Each team will comprise 15
players, one coach, one man-
ager, and international tech-
nical officials.

The USA is the sole team
from North America to take
part in the championship,
while England, Germany, the
Netherlands, and Poland will
represent Europe. USA will
send only men’s team while
England, Germany, the Neth-
erlands, and Poland will send
both men’s and women’s teams.

Australia and New Zealand
will represent Oceania, while
Argentina, Brazil and Peru
will represent South America.
Australia will send both men’s
and women’s teams, while New

Zealand will be represented by
a women’s team only.

Ghana, Kenya, South Africa,
and Uganda will represent Afri-
ca. Kenya and South Africa will

send both men’s and women’s
teams while Ghana will send
amen’s team and Uganda will
send a women’s team only. Ar-
gentina and Brazil will be rep-

resented by only men’s teams,
while Peru will send both men’s
and women’s teams.

India, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia,
Nepal, Pakistan, South Korea,
and Sri Lanka teams have con-
firmed their participation from
Asia. Among Asian countries,
Indonesia will send only the
women’s team, while all other
countries will send both the
men’s and women’s teams.

Mittal said that all teams
have shared their scheduled
arrivals. Sri Lanka will arrive
January 10, while all other
teams will arrive January 11
at Indira Gandhi International
Airport, New Delhi.

He said that host country In-
dia will provide accommoda-
tion, catering, and transport
facilities to the participating
teams during the entire World
Cup championship.
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